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“America’s Dental Meeting” is Oct. 9-14 
at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center in San Antonio. The “Alamo City” 
will welcome thousands of dental profes-
sionals, families and friends for the 2014 
American Dental Association annual 
session.

The meeting features more than 300 
continuing education courses, C.E. op-
tions before and during the official dates, 
more than 550 companies and organiza-
tions represented in the exhibit hall, the 
second ADA Mission of Mercy charitable 
dental event, a variety of special events, 
networking opportunities and the an-
nual House of Delegates meeting.

You can find detailed descriptions of 
the continuing education courses, the 
listing of exhibitors and information on 
special events, hotels, attractions and 
registration in the preliminary program 
available through the meeting website, 
www.ada.org/session. 

Meeting-goers will also be able to use 

the online schedule builder eventScribe 
to plan their schedules.

Among the meeting’s many highlights: 
President George W. Bush is scheduled to 
deliver the keynote address at the “Open-
ing General Session and Distinguished 
Speaker Series,” Oct. 9, 9-10:30 a.m., at 
the Alamodome.

Plan out your exhibit hall visit
Hours for the exhibit hall, in the con-
vention center, are: 10:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 9; 8 a.m.–5:30 p.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 10; and 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m, on 
Saturday, Oct. 11,

With more than 550 companies on the 
exhibit hall floor, it might be worth plan-
ning out your visit in advance. To help, 
the ADA 2014 exhibit hall floor plan is 
available at www.ada.org/session, en-
abling you to search for exhibitors by 
name or product category. You also can 

More than 550 
exhibitors to be 
at ADA meeting
Live-patient demonstrations included among 
the more than 300 workshops and courses

The American Dental Association’s 155th 
Annual Session and World Marketplace 
Exhibition, Oct. 9–14, is in San Antonio at the 
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center. The 
venue is on the city’s famed River Walk 
(pictured) and a short stroll from the 
750-foot-tall Tower of the Americas. Meeting 
highlights include more than 300 continuing 
education courses — and President George 
W. Bush at the opening session on Oct 9.   
Photo/Stuart Dee, provided by the San Antonio 
Convention & Visitors Bureau
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By David L . Hoexter, DMD, FACD, FICD
Editor in Chief

Reflections this time of year may evoke 
a simulacrum of dental meetings with 
innovations, such as the presentation of 
new techniques (revived and modern-
ized from dental cosmos publications) or 
new-again computerized mechanisms to 
treat patients.

Perhaps it may evoke the excitement 
of seeing our kith and colleagues once 
again, while laughing over past experi-
ences. Usually, large gatherings of den-
tistry are destined to place in large, new 
convention centers. We may recall previ-

ous meetings held in large hotels, warmer 
and more personal, and reminiscent of 
some personal history.

Now, large dental meetings command 
large convention halls, acquiring more 
economic support. These convention cen-
ters have different size rooms that are 
adaptive to different crowds, computer-
ized luxuries that detail all that we need 
to know without asking questions, and 
details of where and who will be present-
ing, and which group is actually meeting 
and at what time. Still, they are imperson-
al and all-consuming.

 I inquire, while reading the myriad 
list of organizations listed at our meet-
ings, “Where did all of these initials come 

from?” Societies, study clubs and state 
organizations — state ones next to na-
tional, adjacent to international, with so 
many initials.

While the daylight disappears earlier, 
there is a slight coolness in the air, and 
the excitement of seeing friends grows 
once again, I think of hugging a class-
mate, a teacher, a lost colleague, and it 
brings a smile as a leaf starts to descend.

The article “Alphabet Soup” I had written 
previously with enthusiastic reception, is 
being republished in this edition and per-
haps will be published annually until the 
ocular rift dental meeting inundates our 
dental assemblies.

Recollections of seasons past and present
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Tell us what you think!

Do you have general comments or criti-
cism you would like to share? Is there a 
particular topic you would like to see 
articles about in Dental Tribune? Let us 
know by sending an email to feedback@
dental-tribune.com. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

If you would like to make any change 
to your subscription (name, address or 
to opt out) please send us an email at 
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sure to include which publication you 
are referring to. Also, please note that 
subscription changes can take up to six 
weeks to process.
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Alphabet soup
Proposed: Colorful 
communications
By David L Hoexter, DMD, FACD, FICD, 
Editor in Chief

A dilemma. We now have so many den-
tal groups that we have almost run out 
of letters of the alphabet. As group after 
group abbreviates its name, we are at a 
loss to tell one from another without a 
scorecard. Either we need a new alpha-
betical language or more exotic sound-
ing dental organizations with as yet, un-
used letters.

History relates its alphabet beginnings 
to Mesopotamia, where early transcrib-
ers used grooved lines on a bulla, or 
gourd-like container. These scratches of 
lines became the beginnings of written 
communication. 

Flashing forward to mobile communi-
cations of today, where time pressures 
have abbreviated words, and we have 
a lingo all of its own: Abbreviating is a 
modern necessity.

To begin with, you cannot tweet — 
under twittering rules — over a certain 
number of characters. Also, texting so-
phistication requires not only abbreviat-
ing, but also doing it creatively, to stump 
the recipient. 

Fortunately, having a college-aged 
daughter has given me a little heads up in 
this language. For example, CUL means 
“see you later” and POS means “parent 
over shoulder.” Everyone is in a rush — 
but to where? Tired thumbs? And com-
munication stands in line behind speed. 

There is a definite division, albeit not 
a sharp one, between the Baby Boomers 
and the computer generation, sometimes 
alluded to as “nesters.” Whereas Baby 
Boomers enjoy direct personal commu-
nication, nesters prefer computer com-
munication. Abbreviations then become 
even more important. 

We are running out of letters to distin-
guish the plethora of dental organiza-
tions. A rebus should represent a mean-
ing, or a riddle perhaps. The ADA, for 
example, stands for American Dental As-
sociation. But, it could also represent the 
American Dermatological Academy. 

At least the GNYDM, representing the 
largest dental meeting in the U.S., has 
unique letters in its title and will not be 
confused with any other group. 

There is also the ERA mini implant, not 
to conflict with the ERA in baseball. By 
the way, has anyone ever seen a maxi im-
plant? Between the AACD, ASDA, AADE 
and AAID, one wrong initial and you’re 
in the wrong state or country and have to 
pay new dues. The ESC, Eastern Society of 
Cariology, must not be confused with the 
ESC, European Society of Cardiology.

The idea of written language is to give 
unique connotation to words. Abbrevi-
ating these words with initials not only 
obviates the communication, but makes 
it confusing. Abbreviations have become 
the teratogen of communication. 

To help ameliorate this confusion I am 
proposing a Hoexter’s Index (HI), which 
will not only speed up communication, 
but will satisfy tweeters and texters alike. 
I propose that we assign a color to every 
dental specialty. For example, I suggest 
burgundy for general practitioner, red 
for periodontics, green for implants, yel-
low for oral surgery (and maxillofacial), 
orange for ondodontics, blue for esthet-
ics, black for pathology, gray for dental 

materials, pink for orthodontics and pe-
dodontics, and brown for prosthetics.

This way, each respective group would 
be required to use that color in its ini-
tials. When publicizing an AO meeting, 
we would recognize that an AO meeting 
was for the Academy of Osteointegra-
tion, an implant group, as compared to 
an AO meeting, which would be for Al-
pha Omega, a dental fraternity group. 
Also, we would know that AAP represents 
the American Academy of Periodontics, 
which would not be confused with the 
AAP, or the American Association of 
Prosthodontics. Unfortunately, unless 
we have a color chart, we will be just as 
confused, but it will be much more col-
orful. 

This is only a suggestion, and any 
thoughts or other solutions would be re-
ceived and considered for publication as 
well. There is an obvious problem. Let us 
communicate and help correct it. 

To conclude, Rodney Dangerfield, the 
famous comedian, once described his 
son eating alphabet soup that his wife, 
a horrible cook, had made. The boy sepa-
rated letters to spell “HELP.” 

Let’s help our profession abbreviate 
with colorful understanding. OK?

David L. Hoexter, DMD, FACD, FICD, is director of the International Academy for 
Dental Facial Esthetics, and a clinical professor in periodontics at Temple University, 
Philadelphia. He is a diplomate of implantology in the International Congress of Oral 
Implantologists as well as the American Society of Osseointegration, and a 
diplomate of the American Board of Aesthetic Dentistry. Hoexter lectures 
throughout the world and has published nationally and internationally. He has been 
awarded 11 fellowships, including FACD, FICD and Pierre Fauchard. He maintains a 
practice at 654 Madison Ave., New York City, limited to periodontics, implantology 
and esthetic surgery. He can be reached at (212) 355-0004 or drdavidlh@gmail.com.
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create a “My Expo” account to save a list 
of exhibitors you’d like to visit. To make 
it even easier, you can print a custom 
map of the exhibit floor with your pre-
ferred exhibitors and their booth num-
bers.

Bistro ADA
You also can build a meal strategy 
around the exhibit hall, courtesy of Bis-
tro ADA, which features an all-inclusive 
buffet lunch and advance table reserva-
tions. Ticket information is available on-
line. Bistro ADA offers attendees a com-
fortable setting to eat, meet and network. 

Earn free registration to the 2015 
ADA meeting in Washington, D.C.
ADA member dentists who spend a cu-
mulative total of $3,500 or more with ex-
hibitors at the ADA annual meeting are 
eligible to receive free registration to the 
2015 meeting in Washington, D.C. 

Receipts will be accepted only for pur-
chases made on site at the ADA 2014 
Exhibit Hall, and redemption must take 
place at the meeting.

More education, networking, fun
Other ADA 2014 highlights include:

• Welcome Celebration, Oct. 9, 6:30–
9:30 p.m., Historic Sunset Station;

• Continuing education courses, Oct. 
9–12, various locations;

• New Dentist Reception, Oct. 10, 5:30–7 
p.m., at the convention center;

• ADA Foundation Give Kids A Smile 
Gala, Oct. 10, San Antonio Marriott Riv-
ercenter Grand Ballroom;

• Live-Patient CAD/CAM stage, from 
digital impressions to in-office milling, 
Hall C/D, booth No. 1043;

• Corporate Forums, Oct. 11 at the con-
vention center;

• ADA Mission of Mercy, Oct. 12, 5:30 
a.m.–5:30 p.m., at the convention center. 
(It's too late for dentists not licensed in 
Texas to secure a temporary licence to 
volunteer as a dentist. But out-of-state 
dentists and others can still volunteer in 
a non-clinical capacity.)

For information or to register for the 
annual session, visit the ADA’s meeting 
website at www.ada.org/session. 

(Source: American Dental Association)

Ad

ey Hall of Fame, Harbourfront, Casa 
Loma, Ontario Science Centre, Niagara 
Falls, Casino Niagara, Casino Rama, On-
tario Place, Air Canada Centre, Rogers 
Centre (formerly SkyDome), Eaton Cen-
tre, Holt Renfrew and Yorkville Shop-
ping District.

Broad spectrum of topics
The Winter Clinic is the largest one-day 
dental convention in North America, 
attracting dental professionals who 
come to learn from world-class speak-
ers and explore and save on products 
and services.

This year’s clinical program covers a 
broad spectrum of topics and includes: 
an examination of the way digital tech-
nology is transforming the workflow 

Winter Clinic: New home for big day
The 77th Annual Winter Clinic is on 

the move, with its 2014 meeting day 
scheduled for Friday, Nov. 14, at the To-
ronto Sheraton Centre.

The new venue presents a great op-
portunity to add an evening or even 
the rest of the weekend in downtown 
Toronto to the end of the single-day 
conference. The Sheraton Centre is 
connected to the financial and enter-
tainment districts by way of the PATH, 
a 16-mile underground network of 
shops and services.

 A wide selection of shopping desti-
nations, the Mirvish Toronto theatres, 
world-class dining and major Toronto 
museums are steps away.
 Among the attractions: Art Gallery of 
Ontario, Royal Ontario Museum, Hock-

The single-day Toronto Academy of 
Dentistry Winter Clinic, Friday, Nov. 14, has a 
new home: Toronto Sheraton Centre.  Photo/
Provided by Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide

in the dental office; demonstrations 
of cutting-edge tools and equipment; 
specialized techniques for prosthetic 
tooth repositioning; the use of lasers 
in periodontal therapy; a discussion of 
current views on the use of X-rays as a 
diagnostic tool; advice on the latest le-
gal requirements for health and safety 
in the dental office; and how to meet 
the demands of your modern dental 
practice through healthy habits and 
humour.

You can bring the whole team to 
share the knowledge. The single-day 
event features 24 separate programs 
in contemporary dentistry, offering 
something for all.

(Source: Toronto Academy of Dentistry)
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The Academy of Microscope Enhanced 
Dentistry's 13th Annual Meeting and Sci-
entific Session, “Pathways to Perfection,” 
runs from Friday, Nov. 14, through Sun-
day, Nov. 16, at the University of Mary-
land, Baltimore Southern Management 
Corporation Campus Center. Hands-on 
courses will be at the University of Mary-
land School of Dentistry.

Meeting and registration details are 
available at www.microscopedentistry.
com. A variety of lectures and courses are 
on the agenda, aimed at experienced mi-
croscope users and those who are simply 

interested in learning more about it. 
Among the offerings:
• “Clinical Benefits of a Microsurgical 

Approach in Periodontal and Peri-Implant 
Surgery — New Insights Into Biology of 
Wound Healing,” presented by Rino Burk-
hardt, DDS, DMD.

• “New Frontiers in Periodontal and 
Bone Regeneration,” presented by Mark A. 
Reynolds, DDS, PhD, MA.

• “Dental-Labial Harmony through Cos-
metic Dentistry and Injectables,” present-
ed by Laurence Rifkin, DDS.

• “Microsonic Management of Calcified 

Canals,” presented by Noushad Rahim, 
BDS, MDS, MFGDP, MJDF RCS Eng.

• “Protocol of Preparation for Full 
Crowns and Veneers with Microscope 
— Full Mouth Micro Invasive Rehabilita-
tion,” by Nazariy Mykhaylyuk, DMD.

• “Ultrasonic Preparations: Myth, Mag-
ic, and Magnification,” presented by Jeff 
Hamilton, DDS.

• “Microscopically Guided External 
Sinus Floor Elevation (MGES) — A New 
Microsurgical Protocol in Oral Implantol-
ogy,” by Behnam Shakibaie, DMD.

• “Minimally Invasive Interventions for 

Working with a microscopic view.   
Photo/Provided by Assad Mora, DDS, MSD, FACP

Microscopic dentistry event features hands-on 
opportunities benefitting all dental specialties
Experienced AMED members and novice visitors alike are invited to Nov. 14–16 meeting

Esthetic Dentistry,” presented by Masa-
yuki Okawa, DDS.

• “Microscope Enhanced Restorative 
Dentistry: A Prosthodontic Perspective,” 
presented by: Keith Boenning, DDS.

• “Techniques of Micro Suturing,” pre-
sented by Arnold Sindler, DDS.

(Source: AMED)

The 2015 Yankee Dental Conference 40th 
year celebration, Jan. 29 through Feb. 1, at 
the Boston Convention & Exhibition Cen-
ter, will include celebratory activities in the 
exhibit hall, Jan. 29 through Jan. 31. There 
also will be the usual abundance of C.E. 
credit opportunities.

• On Thursday, Jan. 29, registered attend-
ees will receive $5 in Yankee Dining Dollars 
to be used toward any food or beverage 
purchase on the exhibit hall floor between 
11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. Then in the afternoon, 
you can enjoy a complimentary 40th birth-
day cupcake.

• The Fabulous at 40 Reception, 4–5 p.m., 
Friday, Jan. 30, provides an opportunity 
to enjoy complimentary wine or beer and 
snacks while socializing with colleagues 
and browsing the show floor. 

• On Saturday, Jan. 31, the exhibit hall 
hosts the 15th Annual Chowder Tasting at 
noon in the food court. Attendees will be 
able to sample award-winning chowder 
from Levy Restaurants, Hilton Back Bay, 
Seaport Hotel, Hyatt Regency Boston and 
Starwood of Boston. 

• There will be multiple daily chances 
to win rewards by shopping in the exhibit 
hall. Spending $5,000 enters you to win 
an AMEX gift card. Also, Mystery Shoppers 
will reward random exhibit-hall shoppers 
with gift cards. And there will be opportu-
nities to win free registration to YDC 2016. 

• The Lounge provides an opportunity 
to take a quick break while charging your 
phone or tablet and having a bite to eat. 

• The High-Tech Playground provides the 
opportunity to test drive the latest in den-
tal technology. Demonstrations featuring 
state-of-the-art devices and services will 
take place each day. The idea is to let attend-
ees try out products free of sales pressure 
and watch presentations before serious 
shopping on the exhibit hall floor. 

• At the Live Dentistry stage, you can learn 
from some of the profession’s top clinicians 
as they perform actual procedures. 

Exhibit hall hours are 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m., 
Jan. 29 and 30 and 9 a.m.–4 p.m., Jan. 31.

(Source: Yankee Dental Conference)

YDC exhibit 
hall filled with 
C.E. options
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DrQuickLook SD 
for everyday use
By Dr. Bob Clark, Founder, DrQuickLook

As a practicing dentist of more than 34 
years, I want to buy products that have 
an impact on my practice. As inventor 
of DrQuickLook™ products, I am asked 
about how these intraoral cameras are 
used in my practice. I recently transi-
tioned to our latest and greatest units 
— DrQuickLook SD Basic and SD Plus. I 
thought I would try to relate my office 
usage to some issues that come up all too 

often in the practice. See if any of these 
ring a bell!

“My cap fell out.” How many times 
have you heard that refrain? And how 
many times was it truly a cap having 
fallen out? More likely it fractured at 
the gumline and the understructure 
you spent so much time fabricating is 
now level with the gumline. You can ei-
ther tell the patient the circumstances 
and recommend extraction or try to per-
form some heroics to salvage the crown 

them an ex-
traordinar y 

amount for 
what you did. So 

what’s the answer? 
Easy — DrQuickLook SD 

Basic or our SD Plus model.
When that case walks into my office, 

the patient visit will begin with a clear 
look at the inside of the crown then a look 
at the remaining tooth structure. I don’t 
mean one look — I mean several views to 
show everything and leave no stone un-
turned. Images of the internal crown and 
the tooth structure are saved for future 
review. Even if you show the patient ev-
erything — and I mean everything — you 
know in your heart that they will come 
back with the thought that the tooth 
really wasn’t that bad. I love the Quick 
Draw feature on the SD Plus model here 
because it allows me to highlight the re-
ally critical parts of any image. Yes, I save 
them too. So here’s to sleeping better at 
night and making sure your patients see 
what you see! I’ll make a confession here. 
I don’t take the images or do the transfer 
personally. DrQuickLook SD products are 
so easy to use, my staff does all the work. 

Taking before and after images of a re-
storative procedure is a great idea. But 
one thing has been left out, and it’s the 
most important one: It’s the “middle im-
age.” Once an old amalgam restoration 
has been removed, we often (meaning al-
ways) see recurrent decay and lots of frac-
ture lines. The patient, however, thinks 
that once the filling is out, the tooth is 
pristine again — just like new. How far 
from the truth is that!

I always have the assistant take an im-
age before I enter the operatory. When the 
filling is out I grab my DrQuickLook SD 
Plus and within 10 seconds have a couple 
of images of the grisly remains. I then re-
store the tooth with a beautiful new res-
toration. Before I leave the room I like to 
personally show the patient the “middle 
image(s)” and highlight the problem ar-
eas — fractures, thin remaining enamel 
or maybe an exposure — with our Quick 
Draw feature. Drawing on the images 
is powerful and will focus the patient. 
I then recommend further treatment 
(usually a crown) if needed or comment 
on potential issues (usually a root canal). 

Once I exit the operatory, the assistant 
shows the patient the final restoration 
and compares it to the original. Trans-
parency. Clarity. The patient knows ev-
erything I do. They know what they are 
paying for. All the images — including 
the ones I drew on — are saved for a time 
when the patient has curiously forgotten 
how bad things looked. 

DrQuickLook SD models are the easiest 
way to prevent any misunderstandings 
and make your day a whole lot easier. Ev-
ery day. 

These are just a couple examples of 
how DrQuickLook SD Basic and SD Plus 
can improve your practice.

Ad

and the tooth for an unknown period of 
time. Either way, the patient is going to 
think that there was a whole lot of tooth 
there and you just wanted to charge 

ADA 
BOOTH

NO.
1262

Industry News

Persuasive HD video 
helps get your 

patients to 
embrace 
treatment. 
 Photo/ 
   Provided by  
    DrQuickLook




