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By Aaron Rothkopf, today Staff

n The Rockettes are kicking, the 
Rockefeller Christmas tree is up, and 
the smiles are shining brightly as the 
101st annual Greater New York Dental 
Meeting takes the spotlight. 

Today, thousands of dental profes-
sionals will enter the Jacob K. Javits 
Convention Center to attend full and 
half-day seminars and hands-on work-
shops, to explore aisles of exhibitors 
showcasing the latest technology and 
devices in the field and to mingle with 
peers from around the world at vari-
ous social events. 

The GNYDM has expanded its  
World Implant Expo as well as brought 
back the Annual Global Orthodontic 
Conference, 3D Printing Conference, 

Dentistry’s home for the holidays

 5 Attendees check out a photo spot during the 2024 Greater New York Dental Meeting. Find your own photos at this year’s  
social media booths, Nos. 1625 and 3834. (Photo/Chadette Maragh, today Staff)
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n Do you have a bold idea that could 
change oral healthcare?

This is your moment to take the 
stage.

The Great Oral Health Pitch is a 
national competition designed to help 
oral health entrepreneurs transform 
their innovations into scalable, busi-
ness strategies that drive real-world 
impact.

The 2025–2026 Great Oral Health 
Pitch season launches here at 
the  Greater New York Dental Meet-
ing on Monday. Innovators will gather 
to present live in a dynamic, “Shark 
Tank”-style showcase, gaining expert 
feedback, refining their approach and 
expanding their professional net-
work.

At this event, one standout innova-
tor will receive a $2,000 cash prize 
and advance to the Grand Finale 
alongside the winners from the Cali-
fornia Dental Association and Chi-
cago Dental Society Midwinter meet-

ings — where all finalists will compete 
for the Great Oral Health Pitch Grand 
Prize worth more than $50,000. 

This package includes cash, prod-
uct and service sponsorships, busi-
ness launch marketing, networking 
opportunities with industry leaders 
and more!

Who can participate?
Participation in the program is open to 
individuals and organizations across 
the oral health community, including 
dental students, hygienist students, 
DSOs, office staff, young professionals 
and entrepreneurs in the early stages 
of their careers. 

How to participate
Prepare a pitch deck that showcases 
your innovative idea. Present your 
idea at the live pitch competition in 
front of a panel of industry experts. 
You’ll receive personalized feedback 
to help sharpen your pitch. Automati-

cally be entered for a chance to win 
a sponsorship package worth more 
$50,000!

Participants will receive insights 
and mentorship from leaders in oral 
healthcare. In addition, they can con-
nect with like-minded professionals 
and potential investors and be in the 
running for a game-changing prize 
package to help launch their idea into 
the future of oral health.

Mark your calendars for 2:30 p.m. 
Monday and take the first step toward 
making your dream a reality.

(Source: Shils Fund)
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Here in New York
The Great Oral Health Pitch kicks off its 
new season at 2:30 p.m. Monday at the 
Javits Convention Center. Learn more 
at shilsfund.org/the-great-oral-health-
pitch/.

Oral Health Symposium, Pediatric 
Summit, Women’s Program, Public 
Health Program, Special Needs 
Courses and Dental Laboratory Edu-
cation. 

Over in the exhibit hall, attendees 
can get hands-on experience with the 
newest technology, such as digital 
workflows, lab technologies, prosthet-
ics, materials, and services. There is 
also an opportunity to touch, use and 
compare new products. With hun-
dreds of products and companies to 
explore, you can network with vendor 
reps, discover emerging technologies 
and see live demos. 

This year’s exhibit floor hours are 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. today 
through Tuesday and from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Wednesday.

Looking for continuing education 
credits at this year’s event? Proof of 
attendance is available for all scien-
tific sessions using a six-digit course 

attendance verification number 
(AVN). The first three digits of the 
AVN number will be announced at the 
beginning of each session and the last 
three digits at the end of each session. 
The number of C.E. hours is equal to 
the number of hours per course.

There are many special events tak-
ing place at this year’s GNYDM. 

Sunday
• General Practice Residency Fair 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• The New Dentists Programs and 

Reception from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at 
booth No. 438.

• Children’s Play Zone featuring 
face painting from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
and Nick the Balloonatic from 2:30 to 
4:30 p.m. at booth No. 1429.

Monday
• Enjoy the hits from one of Ameri-

ca’s greatest entertainers and rock out 
to “MJ The Musical.” It’s Broadway’s 
four-time Tony award -winning hit. 

Great Oral Health 
Pitch returns to NYC 
for a new season

Taking place from 12:45 to 2 p.m.in the 
Special Events Hall, you’ll hear some 
of Jackson’s top hits.

• The Great Oral Health Pitch is 
your chance to throw out your big 
idea and win a $50,000 prize. Similar 
to Shark Tank, entrepreneurs will be 
able to turn their ideas into investor 
driven pitches with feedback and 
guidance from industry leaders.

Tuesday:
• Need a quick break from all the 

excitement of GNYDM? Join hundreds 
of others for a Happy Hour from 4 to  
5 p.m. near booths Nos. 1625 and 3824. 
Enjoy a free drink with exhibitors.

• People of Color in Dental will 
host their Holiday Social from 5 to  
7 p.m. Food and drink will be available 
and it’s open to everyone with prior 
registration.

For more information on any of 
these events or any other part of 
the GNYDM, visit www.gnydm.com or 
check your mobile app.

HOME





By International College of Dentists 
Staff

n The International College of Den-
tists (ICD) is excited to return to the 
Greater New York Dental Meeting 
today to celebrate global oral health 
leadership and service by honoring 
outstanding dentists from around the 
world at the Dr. Herbert and Inez Yee 
ICD Global Convocation Ceremony.

The ceremony takes place this 
afternoon at 3 p.m. at the Javits Con-
vention Center to honor more than 70 
distinguished dentists from Africa, 
the Americas, Asia, Europe and the 
Middle East. 

The inductees are being bestowed 
with the prestigious ICD Fellowship 
in recognition of their achievements 
as accomplished leaders, educators, 
practitioners and humanitarians, 

amidst challenging circumstances 
such as natural disasters, pandemics 
and civil unrest. 

The event offers a unique oppor-
tunity for new fellows to engage 
with colleagues in the ICD and key 
industry figures, receive the official 
ICD Key and materials, and gain 
insight into involvement in the col-
lege’s humanitarian, educational and 
leadership activities.

In addition to the convocation, ICD 
is hosting a series of free educational 
programs on Monday at the Javits 
Center. The programs will run in 
two sessions: 8:30 a.m. to noon and 
2 to 3 p.m. Taught by expert ICD fel-
lows, attendees will earn C.E. credits 
while learning laser dentistry, dental 
service delivery in low-income popu-
lations and medical-dental collabora-
tion. 

A full schedule and registration 
details are on the college’s website 
(icd.org/2025-global-convocation/ ). 

Join us as we celebrate dental 
excellence on a global stage and foster 
the spirit of service that lies at the 
heart of our profession. For additional 
details about ICD’s involvement at the 
GNYDM, please reach out to office@
icd.org. 

About International College of 
Dentists
The International College of Dentists 
has been honoring the world’s leading 
dentists since 1920. More than 12,000 
dentists in more than 140 countries 
have earned the prestigious title of 
FICD (fellow international college of 
dentists). 

Fellowship in the college is by invi-
tation only and is granted in recogni-
tion of an individual dentist’s “out-
standing professional achievement, 
meritorious service and dedication to 
the continued progress of dentistry 
for the benefit of humankind.” 

Information on the International 
College of Dentists and the hundreds 
of global humanitarian, educational 
and other oral health service-related 
projects may be viewed at www.icd.
org.
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International College of  
Dentists to honor more  
than 70 global fellows

Ceremony will take place this afternoon at 3 p.m. on the 4th Floor Terrace

Here in New York
The Dr. Herbert and Inez Yee ICD 
Global Convocation Ceremony will 
take place at 3 p.m. today on the 4th 
Floor Terrace. 

On Monday, catch the ICD educational 
program from 8:30 a.m. to noon and 2 
to 3 p.m. in Room 1E21.

5 (Photo/Provided  by the International College of Dentists)





By Shofu Dental Staff

n The EyeSpecial digital dental cam-
era is designed exclusively for den-
tistry. 

This unique and innovative cam-
era allows the entire dental team to 
take perfect pictures every time — no 
photography skills are needed. 

Easily take stress-free, high-qual-
ity images for case documentation, 
lab collaboration and patient commu-
nication by merely pressing one of the 
nine pre-set dental shooting modes. 

In addition, the EyeSpecial can pre-
vent cross-contamination by simply 
wiping the camera with a disinfect-
ing wipe between patients, which is 
essential for infection control in the 
office, and the large LCD touchscreen 
works with exam gloves. 

Dental evaluators recognize that 
the EyeSpecial is a solution for the 
dental community that exceeds 
expectations. The EyeSpecial is an 
exceptional dental camera that will 
enhance workflow efficiency, increase 

By Laurie Owens, CPC, CPB, COC

n Traditional dental insurance has 
long been a double-edged sword. 
While it provides patients with access 
to preventive care, its limitations 
— such as low annual maximums, nar-
row coverage options and frequent 
denials —  often leave patients and 
providers frustrated. 

Additionally, insurance-dictated 
reimbursement rates can restrict 
profitability and the ability to invest 
in advanced technology or expanded 
services. This dynamic often leads 
to a focus on volume over quality, 
patient dissatisfaction because of 
unexpected out-of-pocket expenses 
and administrative headaches from 
processing claims and managing 
denials.

Empowering patients with dental 
insurance ownership shifts the bal-
ance of power. Educating them is key. 
When patients purchase their plans 
directly from insurance carriers, 
they have greater control over their 
benefits. Patients gain the freedom 
to choose out-of-network providers, 
enabling you to offer care without 
restrictive contract terms. Transpar-

case acceptance and improve docu-
mentation. 

DentaLaze
DentaLaze is a cost-effective wire-
less diode laser with superior per-
formance and a compact, ergonomic 
design. 

It delivers 3W constant and 5W 
pulsed infrared power at 808 nm with 
a distinctive green aiming beam for 
enhanced visual clarity during pro-
cedures. It is effective for a multitude 
of intraoral soft tissue procedures 
such as gingivectomy, frenectomy 
and impression troughing. 

ency is improved, so patients better 
understand their coverage and are 
more likely to participate in treat-
ment planning. Finally, it streamlines 
your operations by reducing reliance 
on direct insurance contracts, cuts 
administrative tasks and allows your 
team to focus on patient care.

You can also bill medical insur-
ance for procedures in appropriate 
circumstances that are not covered 

by traditional dental plans and have 
systemic health implications, such as 
sleep apnea treatment, TMJ disorders, 
CBCT imaging, surgical procedures, 
biopsies, bone grafts, membranes, 
surgical guides, treatment for oral 
infections, dental trauma and more. 

Transitioning to this model 
requires careful planning and patient 
education. Here are some steps to 
follow:

• Train your team. Ensure they 
understand how to verify benefits, 
file claims and educate patients about 
using their medical insurance.

• Collaborate with patients. Clearly 
communicate how medical insurance 
can supplement dental care and the 
potential cost savings.

• Highlight comprehensive care. 
Market your practice as prioritiz-

DentaLaze is perfect for the dental 
practice looking for greater patient 
comfort for soft tissue procedures. 
This diode laser runs continuously 
for 45 minutes on a single charge. It is 
exceptionally durable with scratch-
resistant solid metal construction. 

The simple, sturdy and lightweight 
wireless design makes the DentaLaze 
quick to set up, easily portable and 
does not take up precious counter 
space. 

The DentaLaze kit is unbelievably 
affordable — only $3,495! The kit con-
tains five single-use fiber optic tips to 
maximize efficiency and avoid cross-
contamination, one slide-on shield to 
protect loupe operators, two goggles 
and 50 barrier sleeves. 

Additional disposable fiber optic 
tips (25/pk) and barrier sleeves (500/
pk) are available separately.

Discover how these innovative 
tools can benefit your practice by 
requesting a demo at booth No. 4207. 
Decide to buy and receive an exclu-
sive show discount.

ing whole-body health by integrating 
dental and medical care.

It’s time to step out of the shadow of 
insurance companies and take back 
control of your dental practice. This 
dual strategy not only strengthens 
your financial foundation but also 
positions your practice as a leader 
in comprehensive, patient-centered 
care. I know this strategy works 
because I’ve been helping practices 
execute it for years. It can work for 
you too.

About the author
Laurie Owens, CPC, CPB, COC is the 
director of medical billing for PPO 
Profits, one of the market’s leading 
providers of dental fee negotiations. 
She has more than 20 years of expe-
rience educating dental practices 
on billing medical insurance and 
increasing practice revenue. Visit 
PPO Profits at ppoprofits.com.

(NOTE: This article was condensed 
from its original appearance in Benco 
Dental’s Incisal Edge magazine. View 
the full article at incisaledgemag-
azine.com/mag/article/control-not-
constraints)
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Must-have tools for your practice

Reclaim your practice’s independence:  
Leverage medical insurance for broader care 

Here in New York
To learn more about medical billing, 
attend Laurie Owens’ “Medical Billing 
Mythbusters” session on Tuesday from 
3:15 to 4:30 p.m. on the GNYDM Main 
Stage. You can also visit Benco Dental 
at booth No. 3401.

Here in New York
Head to booth No. 4207 to learn more 
about Shofu Dental’s EyeSpecial digital 
dental camera and DentaLaze wireless 
diode laser. You can request a demo 
for both products, and if you decide to 
buy, be sure to ask about the exclusive 
show discount.

5 The Shofu EyeSpecial digital dental 
camera, designed exclusively for  
dentistry, and the DentaLaze, a  
cost-effective wireless diode laser with 
superior performance and a compact, 
ergonomic design. (Photos/Provided by 
Shofu Dental)

5 Laurie Owens, CPC, CPB, COC.  
(Photo/Provided by Benco Dental)





exhibitors8 Greater New York Dental Meeting — Nov. 30, 2025

DEXIS Imprevo:  
It’s engineered for  
excellence, designed  
for modern dentistry

By DEXIS Staff

Driving efficiency and patient 
comfort at Zalesky Dental 
Dr. John Zalesky, a leading practi-
tioner in Colorado, integrated the 
Imprevo solution into his digital 
workflow and quickly saw trans-
formative results. With scan times as 
fast as 25 seconds per arch and imme-
diate access to crisp, high-resolution 
imagery, Dr. Zalesky and his patients 
benefit from faster, more comfort-
able appointments and improved case 
acceptance. 

“Patients can see exactly what I 
see,” Dr. Zalesky shares. “The clarity 
of the scans helps them understand 
the need for treatment, which makes 
conversations easier and more pro-
ductive.”

Versatility meets ergonomics 
Imprevo’s seamless integration with 
other DEXIS technologies — including 
CBCT and digital X-rays —  enables 
a full spectrum of intraoral digital 
workflows. Whether creating mod-
els or surgical guides, the scanner 
enhances clinical precision and effi-
ciency. 

“You can instantly send cases to 
the lab, which means crowns are 
delivered to patients much faster,” 
says Dr. Zalesky. “My crown seating 
appointments are only about 15 min-
utes now because the adjustments 
needed are so minimal.” 

Designed with user comfort 
in mind, Imprevo features a slip-
resistant, center-balanced wand 
that reduces hand and wrist fatigue 
during scanning. Its advanced laser 
technology and parallel processing 
architecture deliver ultra-detailed 
scans — even in hard-to-reach areas 
— thanks to a 25-mm depth of field. 

“Imprevo picks up metal restora-
tions on the first shot — whether it’s an 
amalgam filling or a gold crown,” Dr. 
Zalesky notes. 

A true practice builder 
Powered by the intuitive IS Scan-
Flow 2.0 software, Imprevo offers a 
user-friendly experience that sup-

ports clinical flexibility. Adjustments 
are simple, and the scanner can 
even be used to show orthodontic 
patients before-and-after visuals of 
their smile. 

One standout feature: full control 
from the wand itself. Clinicians can 
manipulate scans and software with-
out needing to return to the computer, 
keeping the workflow fluid and unin-
terrupted. 

“You’re offering more comfortable 
patient treatment and you’re improv-
ing team efficiency,” Dr. Zalesky 
explains. “And because you’re more 

calculated with your digital work-
flow, you open up more chair time for 
other procedures.”

Discover how the DEXIS Imprevo, 
powered with IS ScanFlow 2.0 can 
elevate your digital workflow and 
enhance patient care. Visit DEXIS.
com/Imprevo to explore features, 
request a demo or connect with a 
representative. You can also call (888) 
883-3947.

Elevating digital dentistry with 
innovative intraoral scanning

Here in New York
Stop by booth No. 4423 to learn how 
the Imprevo can elevate your digital 
workflow and enhance patient care.

3 The 
DEXIS 
Imprevo 
in use. 
(Photos/
Provided 
by DEXIS)




