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‘Day on  
the Hill’

By Sierra Rendon, Managing Editor

Do you ever wish you could be more involved with the 
choices and decisions the U.S. government makes regard-
ing health and dental care?

That’s what the “Day on the Hill” is all about.
The American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-

geons will host its 12th annual “Day on the Hill” on March 
28. The event is held to help and encourage clinicians to 
participate in the political process and create relationships 
and connections with federal legislators.

The day before the “Day on the Hill,” attendees will meet 
at the Mayflower Renaissance Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
for tips on Hill meetings and remarks about the issues by 
AAOMS’s federal representatives. A cocktail reception and a 
dinner featuring keynote speaker, Tucker Carlson, will also 
take place that day.

The “Day on the Hill” will begin at 7 a.m. with a breakfast 
meeting and morning program. 

Study: Bone-regenerating protein 
could improve implant success

” See HILL, page C2

By Dental Tribune America 

Using a bone-inducing protein to aug-
ment the maxillary sinus could improve 
dental implant success in cases where 
bone loss presents a challenge, accord-
ing to Georgia Health Sciences Univer-
sity researchers. With bone thinning a 
common cause and/or consequence of 
tooth loss, researches are keen on finding 
better ways to build up bone that is too 
thin to support the anchoring of dental 
implants. 

The current favored solution is to 
supplement the area with bone grafts 
to stabilize the implant base. But that 
technique can be problematic “primar-

ily because it involves additional sur-
geries to harvest the bone,” said Dr. Ulf 
M. E. Wikesjö, interim associate dean for 
research and enterprise in the GHSU Col-
lege of Dental Medicine.

In animal studies, he and his team at 
the GHSU Laboratory for Applied Peri-
odontal & Craniofacial Regeneration 
found that by implanting bone morpho-
genetic protein (BMP) in the sinus, more 
new bone forms in four weeks than does 
when using conventional bone grafting 
at the same site.

“We found that BMP induced supe-
rior bone quality following bone grafts, 

Dr. Ulf Wikesjo, interim associate dean for research and enterprise, GHSU College of Dental 
Medicine.  Photo/Provided by Georgia Health Sciences University
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Tell us what you think!

Do you have general comments or criticism 
you would like to share? Is there a particular 
topic you would like to see articles about in 
Implant Tribune? Let us know by e-mailing 
feedback@dentaltribune. com. We look 
forward to hearing from you! If you would 
like to make any change to your subscription 
(name, address or to opt out) please send us 
an e-mail at database@dental-tribune.com 
and be sure to include which publication 
you are referring to. Also, please note that 
subscription changes can take up to 6 weeks 
to process.

Corrections

Implant Tribune strives to maintain the 
utmost accuracy in its news and clinical 
reports. If you find a factual error or 
content that requires clarification, please  
report the details to Managing Editor  
Sierra Rendon at s.rendon@dental-tribune 
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At 8:45 a.m., participants will go to 
Capitol Hill to meet with their members 
of Congress.

Issue talking points for this year’s “Day 
on the Hill” include antitrust reform, pre-

vention of essential drug shortages and 
a repeal on the restrictions on flexible 
spending accounts.  

An optional meeting debriefing will 
take place at the Mayflower Hotel at 11:30 
a.m.

In 2011, the “Day on the Hill” hosted 134 

total guests, including 100 OMSs, repre-
senting 32 states. Approximately 32 at-
tendees were first-time participants.

For more information on the “Day on 
the Hill,” visit www.aaoms.org and click 
on “Day on the Hill” under Upcoming 
Events.

which improves the chances for success-
ful implants,” Wikesjö said. “BMP is phe-
nomenal because it’s a true, off-the-shelf 
product with ease of use that can produce 
real results, and it could be the new gold 
standard for this procedure.”

According to the American Associa-
tion of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons, 
69 percent of adults ages 35-44 have lost 
at least one tooth due to decay, disease 
or trauma, and 26 percent of adults have 
lost all permanent teeth by age 74. Before 
dental implants were available, the only 
options for replacing these missing teeth 
were dentures and dental bridges, both of 
which could lead to further bone loss. Im-
plants provide patients with numerous 
benefits, including improved oral health, 
appearance, speech, convenience, dura-
bility and ability to eat.

The findings of the Wikesjö team’s pi-
lot study were presented at the Academy 
of Osseointegration annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C. Wikesjö’s GHSU co-in-
vestigators include Drs. Jaebum Lee, Cris-
tiano Susin, Nancy Rodriguez and Jamie 
de Stefano.

According to the Ontario Ministry 
of Health, by 2004 two BMP products 
had already received Health Canada ap-
proval. One approved use is to aid in the 
treatment of long bone fractures. Anoth-

er type of BMP was approved for use in 
spinal fusion procedures in patients with 
degenerative disc disease, eliminating 
the traditional need for bone grafts from 
the pelvis.

BMPs were discovered by UCLA ortho-
pedic surgeon Marshall Urist. A 2001 
obituary for Urist in the Los Angeles 
Times said: “Urist was probably best 
known for his discovery in 1965 of bone 
morphogenetic protein, or BMP, a geneti-
cally produced substance that helps bone 
to regenerate by inducing certain types 
of connective tissues and other unspe-
cialized cells to become bone cells. In 
more than 20 years of experimentation, 
Urist proved that BMP could be used to 
build living bone tissue around surgical 
pins and screws used to repair broken 
hips, shoulders and other bones.”

According to Frost and Sullivan, a 
50-year-old global market research and 
consulting firm, a BMP market began to 
open up in 2001 with U.S. FDA approval 
of a BMP product for clinical use. 

Since then, the market has steadily 
grown and other BMP products have 

been approved by the FDA, Health Cana-
da and regulatory agencies in a number 
of other countries. Prices for treatment 
remain relatively high, though, espe-
cially when compared with the costs of 
traditional bone grafting. Frost and Sulli-
van report that regulatory, insurance and 
patent challenges also have kept growth 
of the BMP market in check — along 
with continued research into potential 
risks associated with use of BMPs in high  
concentration.

Focused primarily on spinal fusion sur-
geries, a September 2008 research report 
on the BMP market by Frost and Sullivan 
states: “The primary advantage of bone 
growth factors compared with allograft 
bone tissue is that they do not depend on 
the availability of donated human tissue. 
In addition, owing to the potential risk of 
disease transmission, synthetic materi-
als and growth factors may be perceived 
as safer than allograft-based bone tissue. 
Many new composite products are also 
becoming available, which seek to har-
ness the combined characteristics of syn-
thetic and natural materials in one single 
product optimized for rapid bone repair 
and regeneration.”

(Sources: Georgia Health Sciences Uni-
versity; the Medical Advisory Secretariat, 
Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term 
Care; and Frost & Sullivan)

ITI welcomes submissions for 2012 
André Schroeder Research Prize
Annual $20,000 award 
for the advancement  
of dental research  
and development

The International Team for Implantol-
ogy (ITI), a leading academic organization 
dedicated to the promotion of evidence-
based education and research in the field 
of implant dentistry, is inviting submis-
sions for the highly regarded André 
Schroeder Research Prize as of February.

The André Schroeder Research Prize, 
which carries a cash endowment of 
$20,000 (CHF), is one of the most presti-
gious awards in implant dentistry today. 
It is awarded to independent researchers 
for their contribution to the advance-
ment of research and development in im-
plant dentistry. 

In this way, the ITI promotes and sup-
ports the dissemination of new scientific 
findings in implant dentistry, oral tissue 
regeneration and related fields. The an-
nual award is adjudicated by the ITI Re-

search Committee, which is made up of 
international specialists in implant den-
tistry and related fields. In 2012, it will 
be presented at the ITI Congress Canada, 
which will take place Sept. 21-22 in To-
ronto.

The award was established 20 years 
ago and is dedicated to the late Profes-
sor André Schroeder (1918-2004), found-
ing ITI president, who pioneered implant 
dentistry and whose lifework contributed 
significantly to the course of modern im-
plant dentistry. 

Last year’s winner was Dr. Nikola Sau-
lacic from the University of Bern, Swit-
zerland, for his experimental study on 
“Bone apposition to a titanium-zirconi-
um alloy implant surface.”

Researchers who can demonstrate new 
findings in implant dentistry and related 
fields are invited to apply for the 2012 An-
dré Schroeder Research Prize. The appli-
cation form can be downloaded from the 
ITI website. The deadline for manuscript 
submission is April 15. 

More information about the André 
Schroeder Prize as well as the terms and 
conditions of participation are available 

at the ITI website www.iti.org.

About the ITI
The International Team for Implantol-
ogy (ITI) unites professionals around the 
world from every field of implant den-
tistry and related tissue regeneration. As 
an independent academic association, 
it actively promotes networking and ex-
change among its membership. ITI fellows 
and members, who now number more 
than 10,000, regularly share their knowl-
edge and expertise from research and 
clinical practice at meetings, courses and 
congresses with the objective of continu-
ously improving treatment methods and 
outcomes to the benefit of their patients. 

In more than 30 years, the ITI has built 
a reputation for scientific rigor combined 
with concern for the welfare of patients. 
The organization focuses on the devel-
opment of well-documented treatment 
guidelines backed by extensive clinical 
testing and the compilation of long-term 
results. The ITI funds research as well as 
scholarships for young clinicians, organiz-
es congresses and continuing education 
events and also publishes reference books. 
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‘BMP ... could be the 

new gold standard for 

this procedure.’
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Scenes from the AO
The Academy of Osseointegration meets in March in Phoenix

Impladent introduces to AO attendees OsteoTape Performed Porous
Resorbable Bone Graft, a combination of non-ceramic OsteoGen 
Synthetic Bioactive Resorbable Graft and highly purified bovine  
collagen matrix.

HANS Korea offers its Universal Stopper Technique, management of 
post-implant complications and maintenance of implants.

Z-Systems is the leading manufacturer and 
distributor of a metal-free, all-zirconia, 
A-TZP-BIO-HIP dental implant system called 
Z-Look3.

Implant Direct President Dr. Gerald Niznick, 
left, whose company calls itself the ‘simply 
smarter’ choice in implant dentistry because 
it offers innovative high-quality implant 
solutions at market-appropriate prices.

As a leading dental implant manufacturer, 
BIOMET 3i utilizes cutting-edge CAD/CAM, 
restorative regenerative and surgical  
echnologies, as well as provides educational
support for both clinicians and patients.

Nazanin Ghafouri, far right, 
and helpers show AO 

attendees the latest Osstell 
product, Osstell ISQ, which 

measures the stability of 
implants in a precise and 
objective way, using the 

universal ISQ (Implant 
Stability Quotient) scale. 

The ISQ values help dentists 
determine the optimal time 
to load each implant — im-

mediately or later, even 
when osseointegration is 

under way. 

Piezosurgery devices by Mectron utilize piezoelectric (ultrasonic) 
vibrations proven to cut bone with incredible precision and safety 
while causing virtually no damage to soft tissue.

Christopher Stachl  and Brian Schiefer of Austrian-based company, W&H. The company is one of the leading international producers of 
precision dental instruments. The W&H portfolio is composed of products for implantology, prophylaxis, dental restoration and prosthetics, 
endodontics, laboratory, as well as items for hygiene care and applications.

Photos/Humberto Estrada, 

Dental Tribune
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Thommen Medical is a Swiss designer and manufacturer of dental implant systems. The 
company says it has a unique reputation for Swiss precision, innovation and functional design. 

MIS Implants Technologies offers a comprehensive range of implants and superstructures, as 
well as innovative surgical tools and bone-grafting materials including the Abrahami drill 
guide, bone compression and drill stopper kits, the Crest Widener and BondBone, to support
a successful and safe implantation procedure.

Osteohealth offers grafting solutions such 
as Bio-Oss, Bio-Gide and Bio-Oss Collagen, 
as well as a completely synthetic regenera-
tive technology, GEM 21S® growth-factor 
enhanced matrix. The newest additions to 
Osteohealth’s product portfolio is the Heli-
Product line of natural collagen wound 
healing dressings and Mucograft® collagen 
matrix, a natural 3-D scaffold for soft-tissue 
regeneration.

Zimmer says it offers one of the most
comprehensive implant and regenerative  
product lines, including the Tapered 
Screw-Vent Implant System and Puros 
Allograft Family, and provides professionals 
access to education and training resources, 
such as The Zimmer Institute.
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Anatomage brings you advanced technology with Anatomage Guide. We are eliminating 
the need for pre-processing, double patients scans, scanning appliances and conversions.
It’s not about the things we added, but the processes we have removed. Experience 
simplicity like never before with top notch service from California, USA.
 

gIDE Institute 
unveils new 
training center

Global Institute for Dental Education 
(gIDE), founded in 2003 in Los Ange-
les, is now equipped with a high-tech, 
modern training center fully integrated 
with an advanced surgical suite and 
complete with audio/video capabilities. 
Previously limited to 16 participants, 
the remodeled institute now accommo-
dates up to 25 professionals with a large-
screen viewing of up-close surgery. 

gIDE moved its global headquarters 
in June 2006 to a 4,000-square-foot 
recording studio, formerly home of the 
famous California band The Beach Boys. 
It is now transformed into a modern 
facility with studios for live broadcast 
events held worldwide, production of 
clinical videos and onsite training cen-
ter for hands-on courses and live surgi-
cal demonstrations. 

Of the many courses held at gIDE, one 
is a four-day grafting course in which 
participants have an opportunity to 
learn the latest implant techniques for 
successful soft-tissue management, 
extraction site grafting, ridge prepara-
tion and regeneration for implant place-
ment. 

Esthetic implant procedures and sinus 
grafting are also taught, all through the 
use of didactic, comprehensive and clear 
clinical protocols. 

Each implant course offers a hands-on 
workshop and live-patient surgery that 
can be taken separately or together as a 
comprehensive update program.

The four-day course is offered once a 
quarter and is limited to 25 participants. 
According to gIDE, it is the best short-
term implant program to advance par-
ticipants to the next level in implant 
surgery and improve confidence in 
hard- and soft-tissue grafting and the 
management of complications. 

gIDE’s vision of the innovative train-
ing center is for the clinician to expe-
rience learning via theory, hands-on 
and live surgery with inspiration of the 
beautiful high-tech surgical suite to in-

still a desire to realize achievable goals.   
For more information regarding gIDE’s 

hands-on training and workshops, please 
visit www.gidedental.com or e-mail 
info@gidedental.com. 

The Global Institute for Dental Education has a modern new training center.   Photos/Provided 
by gIDE

A student trains at gIDE’s high-tech training 
center. 


