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It’s time fora
celebration

Company reaches
milestone with 150,000
implants surigcally

placed.
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Optimal access for
difficult intervention

Handpiece for implant
site preparation and
implant insertion ideal
for high-risk patients.
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Get educated
in San Diego

The 2022 AO Annual
Meeting will return to a
live, in-person event

in February.
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- Attendees stroll through the exhibit hall of the 2019 AAOMS Annual Meetin,

g, Scientific Sessions and Exhibition, held in

Boston. This year, the AAOMS is back with an in-person meeting and a virtual option. (Photos/foday Staff file photos)

By today Staff

B Welcome to the 103rd AAOMS
Annual Meeting, Scientific Sessions
and Exhibition, being held in conjunc-
tion with the Canadian Association
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons
(CAOMS). For the next several days,
you have the opportunity to explore
the newest technology and learn from
some of the world’s top clinicians.

If you want to identify emerging
issues and trends in oral and maxil-
lofacial surgery and to be on the
forefront of research and innovation,
you're in the right place.

Fittingly, the theme of this year’s
meeting is “Ensuring Our Future
Through Wellness and Diversity.” And
here in Nashville, you can find sup-
port, guidance and leadership oppor-
tunities by rubbing elbows with peers
and mentors.

»see SHOWTIME, page 3

Womens Leadership Initiative is formed

B A Womens Leadership Initiative
has been launched to empower future
female oral and maxillofacial surgeon
leaders and increase the pool of OMS
speakers.

The new endeavor is supported by
AAOMS and other organizations.

Through an online platform, the

WOMENS

LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE

initiative aims to connect academic
speakers and OMS event planners.
Those interested can add their infor-

mation to a searchable, protected
database to discover speaking and
mentoring opportunities.

Other benefits include developing
mentorships and improving skills
through a speaker training program.

The independent, complimentary
database aims to increase the num-

ber of female OMS speakers, but the
databaseandrelated programsarenot
limited by gender.

Registration and more information
are available at OMSWLI.com.

(Sources: AAOMS and Womens
Leadership Initiative)



Set your practice apart by combining CBCT
imaging with robot-assisted accuracy
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Wittich is new executive
director of AAOMS

By AAOMS Staff

B The American Association of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons (AAOMS)
named Karin Wittich, CAE, its new
executive director. The appointment
took effect June 1.

Wittich had served as AAOMS
associate executive director of prac-
tice management and governmental
affairs since 2004.

Wittich also will serve as execu-
tive director of the OMS Foundation.

“With her impressive experience
at AAOMS and past history working
in oral and maxillofacial surgery
(OMS) offices, Karin brings extensive
knowledge to the position of execu-
tive director,” said AAOMS President
B.D.Tiner, DDS, MD, FACS. “She main-
tains productive, collaborative rela-
tionships with allied organizations,
dental specialty organizations and
other key strategic partners and has
been heavily involved in our advo-
cacy efforts, helping ensure issues
important to the specialty are dis-
cussed and signed into law. We look
forward to her accomplishments as
AAOMS executive director.”

Wittich, of Elgin, Ill., joined
AAOQOMS as manager of the practice
management departmentin 1999. Her

- Karin Wittich, the new executive
director of the American Association
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons.

team’s major projects have included
implementation of online learning
and webinars, development of the
OMS Quality Outcomes Registry
(OMSQOR) to collect data from OMS
practices and the Dental Anesthe-
sia Assistant National Certification
Examination (DAANCE) program as
well as increasing the number of
practice management and coding
educational offerings. In addition,
she hasmanaged all state and federal
government affairs activities, includ-
ing Day on the Hill, and has served as

secretary to OMSPAC. Involved with
the OMS specialty for more than 30
years, shereceived AAOMS honorary
fellowship in 2017.

Previous to AAOMS, Wittich was
a practice administrator at two OMS
offices in suburbs of Chicago, where
she was responsible for all opera-
tional and accounting activities. She
became a certified association execu-
tive in 2013.

“Tam proud to begin the next chap-
ter of my professional career serving
as the executive director of AAOMS
and, alongside my colleagues and the
members we serve, will continue to
advance the mission of the organiza-
tion,” Wittich said. “I am grateful to
my mentors and friends who have
inspired and supported me over the
last 30-plus years.”

The AAOMS Executive Director
Search Committee unanimously
approved the appointment in March
after interviewing five high-profile
health care executive candidates.

Wittich replaces Scott Farrell,
MBA, CPA, who retired after five
years as executive director. Previ-
ously, he had been AAOMS chief
financial officer and associate execu-
tive director of business and opera-
tions for 18 years.

SHOWTIME «from page 1

The exhibit hall is filled with spe-
cialty-related products and services
from 100-plus exhibitors. The show
floor is open Thursday and Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. and Saturday
from 9to 11 a.m.

Eat, drink and be
industry-educated

Held right on the show floor, “Lunch
and Learn,” “Breakfast and Learn”
and “Snack and Learn” sessions pro-
vide opportunities for oral and max-
illofacial surgeons and members of
their staff to discover the features,
value and benefits of exhibitor prod-
ucts. Food and beverage will be
served for those in attendance.

In addition, various industry sym-
posiums offer a unique opportunity
tolearn about the latest research and
developments significant to the OMS
specialty.

Forthosewhoarenotable toattend
in person, the 2021 AAOMS Annual
Meeting is offering a virtual exhibit

- Attendees engage in an educational
course during the 2019 annual meeting.
This year, attendees can join ‘Lunch and
Learn,’ ‘Breakfast and Learn’ and ‘Snack
and Learn’ sessions right on the exhibit
hall floor.

hall, available at www.aaoms.org.

Educational tracks
This year’s annual meeting clinical
tracks cover the entire scope of OMS
practice, allowing a full emersion
in the latest research. With the new
format, attendees can participate in
two clinical tracks per day.

New this year, each track features
a one-hour session presenting a “hot-

off-the-press” JOMS article published
in 2021. In addition, to bring more
high-level evidence to each track,
expert speakers and oral abstracts —
which were previously held in their
own sessions — are being added to
a two-hour plenary session before
a question-and-answer session with
the speakers.

The track topics are as follows:
anesthesia, cosmetic, dental implant,
dentoalveolar, head and neck, orthog-
nathic, OSA, pathology, pediatrics
and cleft, reconstruction, TMJ and
trauma.

Most educational sessions and the
exhibition are taking place at Music
City Center.The OmniNashville Hotel
is hosting the keynote lecture, open-
ing ceremony, awards presentation
and meeting dedication, welcome
reception and select educational ses-
sions and social functions.

Check your show guide, www.
eventscribe.net/2021/AAOMS-Annual
or the official meeting app for infor-
mation on specific educational ses-
sions.
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X-Nav achieves a milestone
with its navigation system

By X-Nav Technologies Staff

B Morethan 150,000 dentalimplants
have been surgically placed using
X-Guide® Dynamic 3D Navigation — a
system designed to assist dental sur-
geonsinachieving moreaccurateand
less invasive dental implant results
than freehand surgery.

The announcement was made
recently by X-Nav Technologies, the
company behind the system. X-Nav is
amedical device company that devel-
ops surgical products for the dental
market that advance patient care
while improving doctor productivity.

According to the company, the
X-Guide surgical implant navigation
system has been eagerly accepted by
the dental community.Its successcan
be attributed to remarkable ease-of-
use and seamless integration into the
fully digital surgical and prosthetic
workflow, the company said.

“We are proud of our customers
for believing this is the best tech-
nology for their practice and opting
to offer the capabilities of X-Guide
surgical navigation to their patients,”
said Edward Marandola, president
of X-Nav Technologies. “The signifi-
cance of this growth shows that not
onlydoes X-Guide surgicalnavigation
have a place in today’s dental implant
practice, but that the technology is
utilized regularly to improve patient
care.”

The X-Guide system is being used
in more than 40 countries to offer
patients a minimally invasive option
for dental implant surgeries. It is
designed to assist dental surgeons on
a broad range of clinical implant pro-
cedures, from a single tooth replace-
ment to full-arch mouth reconstruc-
tion.

Dental implants can be navigated
more precisely with the X-Guide sys-
tem, which plays a key role in the
functional outcome of the procedure,
as well as facilitating more immedi-
ate esthetic and restorative success,
according to the company. The ben-
efits of more accurate placement to
both the surgeon and the patient are
profound, the company said.

The X-Guide Dynamic 3D Naviga-
tion system allows the surgeon to
digitally plan theideal treatment and
then provides turn-by-turn guidance
of the handpiece to that target during
live surgery — like GPS for the dental
drill, the company said.

42 COUNTRIES

22 LANGUAGES

30 PATENTS
15 TRADEMARKS

30+ UNIVERSITIES

X GUIDE

—
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- Dentists around the world embrace advanced surgical navigation technology to deliver more accurate and less invasive

dental implants to patients. (Photos/Provided by X-Nav Technologies)

“It is exciting to see the global
dental community embrace X-Guide
Dynamic 3D Navigation so enthusi-
astically over the past few years,”
Marandola said. “We look forward to
continuing the momentum by driving
innovative and useful advancements
to the technology that will further
enhance patient care and doctor pro-
ductivity.”

Here in Nashville

For more information on X-Nav
Technologies and clinical applications
of dynamic navigation, stop by booth
No. 456, visit www.X-NavTech.com or
call (855) 475-9628.
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The most versatile barrier membrane
for oral/maxillofacial applications

By Ashley Ali, director of education
and training, Snoasis Medical

B While placental tissues have been
used in medical procedures for more
than 100 years,'? Snoasis Medical
established theiruseindentoalveolar
applications in 2007.

Snoasis Medical’s placental tissue
membrane, BioXclude®, is a versa-
tile, deepithelialized amnion-chorion
membrane that provides full bar-
rier function with inherent bioactive
growth factors and signaling mol-
ecules to promote healing.?

Placental-derived tissues are
immunoprivileged,* alleviating con-
cerns for rejection or adverse reac-
tion. Additionally, amnion-chorion
allograft membranes have been
shown to have potent antimicrobial
properties,®® making them ideally
suited for surgical procedures in
oral and maxillofacial environments.
Together, these properties make
BioXclude the superior barrier mem-
brane option.

Anthony Del Vecchio, DDS, a dip-
lomate of the American Board of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons, has fully
adopted BioXclude as the best and
most versatile patient option for his
private practices in New York.

Three of Del Vecchio’s BioXclude
cases are described.

In Case 1,BioXcludeisleft exposed
as a barrier in a typical atraumatic
extraction with site preservation.
BioXclude is only required to be
tucked under the gingival margin,
eliminating the need for flap eleva-
tion. It may safely touch tooth and
root surfaces, implant surfaces and
exposed nerves, making trimming
unnecessary. Accelerated post-oper-
ative healing is observed at only four
days, with decreased pain and swell-
ing at the extraction site.”®

In Case 2, BioXclude is used for
an all-on-four procedure with zygo-
matic implant placement via lateral
window approach in a former smoker
with a severely atrophic maxilla. The
membrane adapts ideally over large
lateral access window as an adhesion
barrierandreplacement forbuccal fat
advancement.

In this case, the ability of
BioXclude to adhere to surrounding
structures without requiring addi-
tional stabilization highlights the
superior handling properties.

In Case 3, BioXclude is used in the
reconstruction of an atrophic mandi-
ble in a former cancer patient. Mental
nerve lateralization using BioXclude
as a nerve wrap (a technique devel-

Case 3: Atrophic Maxilla
B " 'l"";-

oped in orthopedic and urologic pro-
cedures)®!® resulted in a successful
reconstruction without additional
ridge augmentation with all-on-four
placement.

Upon post-operative evaluation,
the patient had minimal edema
and no paresthesia symptoms were
reported.

These cases represent only the tip
oftheiceberg. Numerousstudieshave
demonstrated the benefits of using
amniotic tissue for neural regenera-
tion,!! bisphosphonate-induced oste-
onecrosis of the jaw,!? and a plethora
of orthopedic and chronic wound
indications.
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Keep your chin up, neck straight

and eyes f

By Designs for Vision Staff

B Designs for Vision has several new
and innovative products, including
Infinity VUE, Panoramic Field and
REVEAL.

Designed to provide a straightfor-
ward approach to ergonomics, Infin-
ity VUE loupes are available in 3.0x
and 3.5x magnification. Infinity VUE
(Vision Up Ergonomics) keeps your
chin up, your neck straight and your
eyes forward while viewing the mag-
nified oral cavity. Designs for Vision
invites you to try these loupes on to
see (and feel) the difference in your
posture.

The new patented Panoramic
Field Loupes (U.S. pat. 8928975B2)
represent the most significant
advancement in telescope design in
more than 100 years, according to
the company. The viewable areas are
twice as large as prismatic expanded
field designed loupes and up to five
times greater than Galilean loupes.
Panoramic Field loupes provide
unprecedented field of view, clarity,

Infinity VUE

i Vision Up Ergonomics

- Infinity VUE loupes, one of many innovations available from Designs for Vision,
are designed to help improve posture. (Photo/Provided by Designs for Vision)

definition and color, the company

says.

Designs for Vision has also
launched its groundbreaking
REVEAL™ (U.S. pat. 10215977B1),

providing hands-free fluorescence
enhanced theragnosis™ (FET™).

According to the company, REVEAL
supplies the visual information to
support decision making and facili-
tate proper treatment options in cari-
ology, oral hygiene, periodontology-
implantology and restorative den-
tistry.

orward with Infinity VUE

Here in Nashville

You can see the Visible Difference®
yourself by visiting Designs for Vision
at booth No. 520. To arrange a visit in
your office, contact Designs for Vision
at (800) 345-4009 or info@dvimail.com.

Designs for Vision is also intro-
ducing patented intuitive response
technology with the Micro IR HDi
headlight (U.S. pat. 8,851,709 and
RE46,463). The IR feature allows you
to operate the headlight hands-free.
Onboard biometrics sense the posi-
tion of the headlight to turn the light
onwhenyouareworkingand turnthe
light off when you look up.

Designs for Vision’s WireLess™
headlights free you from being teth-
ered to a battery pack. The simple
modular designs uncouple the head-
lights from a specific frame or single
pair of loupes. The compact design
of the LED DayLite® WireLess head-
lights are independent of any frame/
loupes.

Practicing in the digital dentistry era

By Dr. Howard Gluckman

B Digital dentistry and the digital
workflow have become a critical part
of our practice. One of the main rea-
sons for this is the ability for us to
better serve our patients on many
fronts. From diagnosis to commu-
nicating treatment plans to fabrica-
tion of materials needed for surgery
and prosthetics, digital dentistry has
become essential and indispensable.

Digital dentistry begins with the
end in mind. DSD forms a key part
of our diagnostic abilities to ensure
the patient-centric outcome. Digital
photography is an essential function
alongside another big part, which is
the use of CBCT as well as intraoral
scans.

All of these provide us with the
essential information and documen-
tation required for our procedures.
The information that we collect digi-
tally then allows us to draw up treat-
ment plans and then communicate
them with the patient or with other
practitioners or specialists. It also

- Dr. Howard Gluckman uses the
Navident System. (Photo/Provided by
ClaroNav)

allowsasynchronous communication
with other practitioners so we can
share and treatment plan or seek
advice from other experts in order to
achieve the best results possible.

As critical as all this initial docu-
mentation and treatment planning
is, it is even more critical that we are
able to transfer all the planned treat-
ment with precision and accuracy
into the oral cavity. Static guided
surgeryisone way of transferring our
plans; however, this treatment option
does not allow us to modify this plan

Here in Nashville

Tolearn more about Navident by Claro-
Nav, stop by booth No. 356, visit www.
claronav.com or call (844) 628-4336.

should we find the need for minor
or even major changes once one we
begin the treatment.

Dynamic navigation or dynamic
guided surgery like the Navident Sys-
tem not only provides the accuracy
needed, it also allows for real-time
modification of a plan to best suit the
patient’s needs. This technology is
not only available for most modes of
surgery but also for endodontics and
endodontic surgery. This has been
an absolute game changer for our
practices and for our patients, and it
has further enhanced our abilities to
provide the most sophisticated treat-
ment possible.

It has dispensed with the need for
laboratory-made guides and has put
all the planning and execution in my
own hands, thus allowing me to be in

control of all aspects from design to
execution.

Being able to modify treatment on
the fly is an incredibly powerful tool.
In most static guides, one is forced to
work with what is provided, and if it
does not work for any reason, you are
either forced to abandon the proce-
dure and come back another day or
go back to conventional brain-guided
treatment. I prefer the ability to adapt
my plan and keep using the technol-
ogy that’s available to continue with
my treatment, and all of my patients
are hugely appreciative of that fact.

Converting one’s practice to a digi-
tal practice is not an easy task. It
requires upskilling both you and
your staff. It requires substantial
investment in your practice. How-
ever, the benefits far outweigh the
negatives. What is most important is
the excitement and sense of adven-
ture thatit creates foreveryone in the
practice.Ithas beenawonderful jour-
ney, and I look forward to the future.

It is incredible to be practicing in
the digital age.
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