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Australian researchers transform
teeth into early-stage brain cells

New findings could aid in the therapy of stroke victims

DT Asia Pacific

ADELAIDE, Australia/LONDON,
UK: After almost a decade of
research, the University of
Adelaide’s Centre for Stem Cell
Research hasrecentlyannounced
another breakthrough discovery
in the use of dental stem cells for
regenerative therapy. By expos-
ing stem cells from mouse teeth
to different growth factors pres-
entin the brain during early em-
bryonic development, they were
able to create complex networks
of cells that resembled neurons,
the cells in the brain that are
responsible for transmitting and
processing information.

While the cells are still miss-
ing features, such as ion chan-
nels, necessary to support the
kind of communication that
neurons conduct, they could be
a major step in developing new
therapies to help patients who
have suffered a stroke, according
to lead researcher Dr Kylie Ellis,
adoctoral graduate in Physiology

The neuronal-like appearance of a mouse-derived dental pulp stem cell. (DTI/Photos University ofAdelaide, Australia)

and Commercial Development
Manager of the university’s com-
mercial arm, Adelaide Research
& Innovation. She said that other
methods of induction using a dif-

ferent composition of factors
may be necessary to support the
full transition of the stem cells
intoneurons. Her team isnowin-
vestigating the time window af-

ter a stroke in which these stem
cells will be useful in helping aid
recovery and how they may have
this effect.
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First 3-D
dynamical
virtual mouth

Scientists from Melbourne in
Australia have recently pre-
sented the world’s first dynamic
virtual mouth that includes 3-D
representations of the anatomi-
cal features of teeth, gingivae,
tongue, cheeks and palate. Using
a technique called smoothed-
particle hydrodynamics, it was
developed on real data on the
physics of chewing at the Com-
monwealth Scientific and In-
dustrial Research Organisation,
the Australian national science
agency.

According to the researchers,
the new mastication model will
help to predict how a particular
food breaks down and how
flavour is released into tie saliva
to the taste buds. In addition,
it will show the distribution
and interaction of components
such as salt, sugar and fat, they
said.

The invention holds impor-
tant implications for getting a
better understanding of food
structures and the sensory expe-
rience of consumption as well as
forotherareaslike oral health.

Dr Mahesh Verma (left) recently receive

d the Padma ShriAward, one of the highest
civilian awards in India, for his contribution to the field of dentistry. Verma is
currently president of the Indian DentalAssociation. (DTl/Photo Dr Mahesh Verma)

NextGen
materials

Researchers at the Vienna
University of Technology have
reported to have developed anew
generation of photoactive mate-
rials based on the element ger-
maniumin partnershipwith den-
tal manufacturer Ivoclar Vivadent.
Initial tests have shown that it
considerably reduces the dura-
tion of the hardening process for
fillings.

Sterilisation
ineffective

Using disposable rather than
non-disposable syringe tips
could potentially decrease the
risk of cross-infection between
dental procedures, even when
the latter kind have been thor-
oughly sterilised several consec-
utive times, researchers from
New Zealand have suggested in
the latest issue of the Australian
Dental Journal.

A standard
for dental
records

The Niigata division of the
Japan Dental Association is
planning to standardise dental
records nationwide to improve
the identification of bodies in
emergency situations such as
large-scale disasters.

In order to increase identifi-
cation efficiency, the association
said it wants to implement an
optical mark recognition sheet
with 26 check items, including
past treatment, that has shown
to expedite the matching process
of dental remains dramatically.

The initiative, which is part
of a larger project by the Japan-
ese Ministry of Health, Labour
and Welfare, was successfully
tested last year with dental in-
formation gathered from over
1,700 patients from the Niigata
prefecture.
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SINUS LIFT PROCEDURES
IN THE DAILY PRACTICE
Daniel Rothamel

06:00 PM (CEST)

Sinus grafting procedures are an established therapy to gain
bone height in the posterior maxilla. Depending on the remain-
ing bone height, they can be performed with simultaneous or
two-stage implant placement using osteotomes, a trans-alveolar
or lateral-window approach.

Numerous studies have shown predictable results using autoge-
nous bone but also bone substitute materials. However, within
the last decade, the role of autogenous bone as the "golden
standard" for sinus grafting procedures has been increasingly
discussed, since same results can be obtained using bone sub-
stitute materials without additional donor-site morbidity and
additional stress for the patient.

In the webinar, different approaches of sinus grafting proce-
dures, the selection of different bone substitute materials,
clinical and histological results and a sufficient complication

management will be discussed. -
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ORAL HEALTH CARE FOR
HIV+ PATIENTS

David Reznik, DDS

08:00 PM (EST)

MAY

It has been 32 years since the first reports of Acquired Im-
munodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) were reported to the
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The dental team has been and continues to be an important
part of HIV primary care since the early days of the epidemic
when up to 80% of all HIV+ patients would present with an
oral manifestation related to disease progression. Recogni-
tion of the oral manifestations of HIV infection are important
tools in accessing a patient’s overall well-being as they are
important indicators of disease progression for those known
to be HIV positive. For those with unknown HIV status, the
presence of these lesions may signify HIV infection or other
systemic conditions.

This presentation will enable the participants to accurately
diagnose and manage the most common oral opportunistic
infections seen in association with HIV disease. Topics to be
covered will also include proper dental management for peo-
ple living with HIV disease including a discussion of important
lab values and when, if ever, premedication prior to invasive

dental procedures is required.
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Research from
Singapore wins
implantology award

DT Asia Pacific

SINGAPORE/GENEVA,
Switzerland: For her
research on the clinical
efficacy of the sandwich
bone augmentation tech-
nique, DrJia-Hui Fufrom
the National University
of Singapore’s Faculty
of Dentistry has just
been awarded the André
Schroder Research Prize
by the International
Team of Technology (I'TT)
in Geneva in Switzer-
land. In her paper, pub-
lished in the journal
Clinical Oral Implants
Research, she and a team
of researchers were able
to show that the tech-
nique provided pre-
dictable results in the
regeneration of buccal
bone on dental implants.

Fu wasrecognisedfor . . o
the first part of her study

, winner of the André Schroder Research Prize.

lous and cortical bone
allocrafts. These are
layered on the implant
surface and protected
by a bovine pericardium
membrane, mimicking
native human bone struc-
ture. The technique has
demonstrated several
advantages compared to
the method of harvesting
block grafts, such as re-
duced surgical trauma
and treatment time.

Internationally-edu-
cated Fu, who is current-
ly working as Associate
Professor at the National
University of Singapore,
is the first dental profes-
sional from Singapore
and the second from Asia
to have won the Prize,
which has been awarded
since 1992 to researchers
who contributed signifi-
cantly to the area of den-
tal implantology and oral

tissue

during which she was collecting
clinical and radiographic pa-
rameters between 2009 and 2011
aspartofan overseasscholarship
at the University of Michigan in
the United States. Follow-up re-
search, which has recently been
submitted for review, according
to Fu, will focus on the biological
and structural phenotypes of the
bone that has been regenerated
via the technique.

“We observed that implant
design affected bone regenera-
tion at the platform level and will
explore the influence of implant
macro-and micro-designs on the
stability of regenerated bone in
subsequent studies,” she said.

Firstreported about a decade
ago, sandwich bone augmenta-
tion utilises the different healing
properties of particulate cancel-

regeneration, according
totheITI.Named after the organ-
isation’s founder, a Swiss pro-
fessor and pioneer in fixed tooth
replacements, itis endowed with
the sum of 20,000 Swiss Francs
(US$22,500).

In addition to its award, the
ITIsaystoprovide 2million Swiss
Francs (US$ 2.25 million) annu-
ally to research in both fields.
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Dental curriculum in Bangladesh revamped

DT Asia Pacific

DHAKA, Bangladesh: Students
planning to take up an education
in dentistry in Bangladesh this
year will have to study longer, as
the country’s Medical and Den-
tal Council in the capital Dhaka
has approved a new curriculum
at its general meeting which
was held in early May. Among
other things, it will see Bachelor

of Dental Surgeon (BDS) pro-
grammes extended to five years.

Timelines for the annual ex-
aminations will also be changed
in order to give students more
time to focus on practical learn-
ing when the new guidelines will
become effective later this year.

The previous dental cur-
riculum, implemented in 2007,

required BDS students to study
for four years which, accord-
ing to representatives of the
Bangladesh Dental Society,
proved insufficient for remain-
ing competitive with students
from other countries where stu-
dents often have to complete
longer programmes.

Similar rules were already
implemented successfully with

new guidelines for academic
degrees in medicine and gen-
eral surgery last year, they told
the newspaper Dhaka Tribune
last week.

The update for dental pro-
grammes will become valid
for students who enroll for the
next academic year 2014-2015
starting in fall. All graduates
who have started under the

previous curriculum will not
be affected by the changes, the
Council said. Bangladesh has
currently 1,700 seats available
in 23 dental colleges nationwide,
of which over 90 per cent are
operating privately, according
to figures from the Directorate
General of Health Services, an
agency working under the
country’s Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
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“Should our results continue
to be as successful as they have
been, we hope to see this work
entering clinical trials within the
next five years,” she told Dental
Tribune Asia Pacific.

The centre, a collaboration
of academic and medical insti-
tutions at the university, has
been working on brain therapies
based on dental stem cells since
2005. Among other findings, it
has discovered that treatment
with stem cells after a stroke
can lead to improved cognitive
and motor skills in rodents. The
recent findings published in the
Stem Cell Research and Therapy

Dr Kylie Maree Ellis

journal were part of wider re-
search on developing a labora-
tory-based model for actual
treatment in humans.

“Ultimately, we want to be
able to use a patient’s own stem
cells for tailor-made brain ther-
apy that doesn’t have the host
rejection issues commonly asso-
ciated with cell-based thera-
pies,” Ellis said. “Dental pulp
stem cell therapy may also pro-
vide a treatment option available
months or even years after the
stroke has occurred.”

According to research, dental
stem cellsderived from the pulp of
primary or adult teeth hold great
potential for future regenerative
therapies. Forexample, they have
been successfully transformed
into a variety of tissues, including
blood, bone and nerves, by re-

Variolink® N | Multilink® N | Multilink® Speed
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searchers. In comparison with
stem cells extracted from bone
marrow and other sources, they
are easier to collect and pose
fewer ethical problems.
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Dear
reader,

Daniel Zimmermann
DTI

These really must be exciting
timesforanyone doingresearch on
dental stem cells because in addi-
tion to its potential for successfully
treating dental and craniofacial
diseases,these cellshave also been
found to be useful in the therapy
of a number of general conditions
such as inflammatory or neural
diseases, asrecentlydemonstrated
by researchers from Australia.

Cell populations with stem
cell characteristics however can-
not only be found in dental pulp.
Scientists have identified them
in five other dental tissues in-
cludingthe periodontal ligament
or the apical papilla.

This knowledge puts the
mouth right in the forefront of
efforts to fight existing and fu-
ture diseases. If the therapeutic
potential of these cells is finally
unleashed, the saying “oral health
isimportantforgeneral health” will
have an entirelynew meaning.

Yours sincerely,
Daniel Zimmermann

Group Editor
Dental Tribune International

Dental Tribune welcomes comments,
suggestions and complaints at
newsroom@dental-tribune.com.

For quick access to
our contact form,
youmay also scan the
following QR code.
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Developing hand skills

- ?
5

Dr Sushil Koirala
Y Nepal

In general dental practice,
simple to moderate restorative
cases dominate the total work-
load in the practice and the finan-
cial gain ratio is comparatively
high in simple cases compared
with full mouth rehabilitation or
other complex treatment. How-
ever, it is interesting to note that
our young dentists in dental prac-
tice are focusing on complex case
management and not giving due
priority to Class Vrestorations, in-
lays, onlays, mild anterior crowd-
ing, maintaining optimal oral
hygiene, enhancing tooth colour,
etc. Globally, the focus is on im-
plant and full mouth restorations,
which requires in-depth clinical

knowledge and skills in simple
case management first.

Personally, I always advise
my traineesto develop hand skills
in direct composite resin resto-
rations, as a good dentist must
have artistic hands. Once we
understand the minute details
(texture, colour, anatomy and
effects) of natural teeth using
direct restorations, it is easy to
obtain quality work from the lab-
oratory and achieve high clinical
results. In order to treat complex
cases, such as cosmeticfullmouth
rehabilitation, temporomandi-
bular joint dysfunction (TMD)
and sleep medicine, one must
complete the required continu-
ing education and learn clinical
skills at quality training centres.

MiCD and TMJA harmony
dentistry are becoming quite
popular because of their do no

harm approach to clinical prac-
tice and simplicity in training
approach that focuses on skill
acquisition.

As a practising clinician and
presenterofvariousinternational
training programmes, I feel that
every good clinician should
participate in a clinical teaching
programme, if possible, because
this will help clinicians to remain
updated and promote personal
happiness by sharing their
knowledge and skills for better
patient care around the word.

Dr Sushil Koirala
in-Chief of Dental Tribune Asia
Pacific’s sister publication cosmetic
dentistry. He can be contacted at
skoirala@wlink.com.np.

is Editor-

Perfect
restorations

Dr Munir Silwadi
UAE

Restoring damaged or miss-
ingteeth has always been atough
challenge, since ancient Egypt
until the present time. Rapid
developments in the field of
CAD/CAM systems in the last
decade are bringing us closer
to our goal of achieving the per-
fect restoration. Computers are,
beyond doubt, far superior to
humans in determining such
critical parameters as evaluating
dimensions, angles or spaces.
Furthermore, what we see on the
screen is often what the milling
unit or 3-D printer produces.

It is the obligation of every
one of us to join this fast-moving
industry. We owe it to our pa-
tients, as well as to ourselves,
to become acquainted with and
put to use all available technol-
ogy to offer the best possible
treatment. I believe that digital
and CAD/CAM restorations are
taking over in setting the stan-
dards for dental restorations.
They are precise, predictable
and much easier to produce.

We are certainly coming
closer to our goal. The perfect
restoration appears to be just
around the corner.

Dr Munir Silwadi is specialist
in prosthodontics, implantology
and CAD/CAM dentistry from
Dubai in the United Arab Emi-
rates. He can be contacted at
msilwadi@eim.ae.
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International Organisation aims to redefine

mckel free label in dental products

GENEVA, Switzerland: The
International Organization for
Standardization (ISO), one of the
world’s largest developers of vol-
untary international standards
for products and services, is cur-
rently revising its recommenda-

AD

tion for metallic materials for
restorations and appliances. The
revision will bring about a mod-
ification of labels that proclaim
a dental product nickel free.

As reported by the American
Dental Association at the begin-
ning of April, ISO aims to clarify

and redefine the term “nickel
free” in its ISO 22674 standard.

The norm classifies metallic
materials that are suitable for the
fabrication of dental appliances
and restorations, and specifies
requirements with respect to the
packaging and marking of prod-

ucts and to the instructions to be
supplied for the use of these
materials. It further allows man-
ufacturers to employ the term
“nickelfree”ifaproductcontains
less than 0.1 per cent nickel.

The revision to the standard
would oblige manufacturers to

account for trace amounts of
nickelin metal alloys with a label
change, including the statement
“nickel free: contains less than
0.1 per cent nickel”, similar to
food product labels that indicate
traces of substances that are as-
sociated with allergic reactions,
such as peanuts, ADA stated.
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US adults
stay away
from dentist

DTI

WASHINGTON, USA: The latest
figures released by US research
company Gallup indicate that al-
most one-third of Americans do
not visit the dentist once a year,
although this is generally recom-
mended. In large-scale public
opinion polls conducted in 2008
and 2013, only about 65 per cent
stated that they had visited the
dentistatleastonceinthe previous
year.

The survey also showed that
more women than men visited
the dentist. In 2013, 67.2 per cent
of the female participants but
only 62 per cent of their male
counterparts reported visiting
the dentist annually.

With regard to ethnic varia-
tion, the investigators observed
that in 2013 about 55 per cent of
black and Hispanic participants
said that they had visited the
dentist in the past year, com-
pared with about 70 per cent of
white and Asian participants.
According to Gallup, similar re-
sults were observed in 2008.
However, there was a slight de-
cline in the black population.
In 2008, the percentage of black
participants who visited the den-
tistin the pastyear was still at 58.

Participants’ dental care-seek-
ing patterns appeared to differ
according to marital status too.
The investigators said thatin 2015
married participants (70.9 per cent)
visited the dentist more often than
single individuals did (60.7 per
cent). In addition, the survey
showed that those who were sepa-
rated visited the dentist the least
often. The rates dropped the most
among this group: from 52.4 per
centin 2008t046.6 per centin 2013.

Data for the survey was ob-
tained through telephone inter-
views with 178,072 US adults
conducted during 2013 and with
354,645 adults conducted during
2008 as part of the Gallup-
Healthways Well-Being Index,
a research project to track and
understand the key factors that
drive well-being commissioned
by Gallup and health services
provider Healthways.
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“The trend towards the medium-
price range has accelerated”

An interview with Straumann executive board member Frank Hemm
about the company’s recent investment in MegaGen

Following previous invest-
ments in Brazil, Germany and
Spain, Straumann recently
announced that it has bought
convertible bonds worth US$30
million from MegaGen, one of
thelargestdentalimplant solu-
tion providers in South Korea.
Attherecent World Symposium
of the International Team for
Implantology in Geneva in
Switzerland, on behalf of
Dental Tribune Asia Pacific,
implants magazine Managing
Editor Georg Isbaner had
the opportunity to talk with
Frank Hemm, a member of
Straumann’s executive man-
agement board, about the in-
vestment and how it will affect
his company’s position in the
Asia Pacific region.

DT Asia Pacific: According
to analysts, South Korean manu-
Jacturers are expected to dom-
inate the market for dental
implantsin Asia in theyears to
come. Isthis projected develop-
ment the main reason for your
investment in MegaGen?

Frank Hemm: South Korea
is one of the largest markets for
implants in terms of volume.
More than two million implants
are placed every year and local
manufacturers are looking to
expand into other Asian markets
with high potential. China is a
good example, where the market

AD

is still comparatively small but
under-penetrated and growing
quickly.

Inthese markets, the premium
implant segment, where Strau-
mann has been and still is very ac-
tive, is growing less dynamically
than the medium- and low-price
segments are. We see the same
trend in other markets, like Brazil,
where companies like Neodent
sell higher volumes than pre-
mium providers do. Two years
ago, we had to ask ourselves

Dental Tribune International
The World’s Largest News and
Educational Network in Dentistry

www.dental-tribune.com

Georg Isbaner (left) in talks with Frank Hemm. (DTI/Photo Henrik Schrioder, Germany)

whether we could address the
non-premium segment with our
existing brand or whether we
needed a second brand. We de-
cided on the latter and purchased
a 49 per cent stake in Neodent. As
an established brandintheregion,
MegaGen gives us a foothold in
the Asian “value” (medium-price)
segment. The convertible bond
approach means that we have the
option to gain a majority stake in
2016 with amanaged low risk.

|

only synergies we see are in
supporting the value brand
companies to enter selective
markets, and in sharing back-
office functions, like infrastruc-
ture, information technology or
accounting. Everything else is
handled by each company in-
dependently. Straumann prod-
ucts are certainly produced in
Straumann facilities and this
will continue to be the case in
the future.

strate the extent of the potential
of our innovative technologies.

Achieving a leading position
in Asia will certainly have a
positive influence on our global
position.

What requirements will
have to be fulfilled for you to
exercise the option to convert
and acquire a majority stake
in MegaGenin 20162

We are keeping a close eye
on the company’s development.
MegaGen is a relatively new
enterprise. Itis growing dynam-
ically and has many ambitions
that still have to be realised. We
also want to see how the market
develops and the extentto which
MegaGen can penetrate certain
areas. The company’s valuation
is another item on our radar.
If our expectations are met,
we can convert the bonds into
shares in 2016 or require re-
payment with interest. That is
the flexibility that this option
allows us.

Should you decide to con-
vert the bonds into stock,
another large international
implant conglomerate would
be created. Is it only possible
to survive in the long run as
a large market player?

“Unlike in some industries,
scale in the dental implant industry
does not have inherent returns.”

Straumann has always pro-
vided premium dental implants
backed by solid scientific evi-
dence and service excellence.
These key differentiators make it
necessarytouse aseparate brand
strategy to address customers
who are willing to accept lower
standards and who want to pay
less for implants. The value seg-
ment is growing exponentially
and developing a new brand
from scratch would simply take
too much time and too many re-
sources, which is the reason we
chose to invest in other estab-
lished companies.

Both companies have said
that they will continueto oper-
ate separately. Still, do you
expect any synergies to arise
Jrom this partnership?

It is important to keep both
businesses completely separate
to ensure that customers do
not think that Straumann is
MegaGen and vice versa. The

Is there the risk that you
might be creating more com-
petition for yourself with this
investment?

We would not have taken this
step if the market situation had
not required it. The trend to-
wards products in the medium-
price range has accelerated and
there is already strong compe -
tition, even without MegaGen.
We are not adding more compe-
tition; rather, we are competing
where we could not compete as
Straumann.

What position is your com-
pany generally aiming for in
the Asia Pacific region?

We aspire to market leader-
shipintheregion. We are notthere
yet, partly because our Roxolid
implants with the SLActive sur-
face are not yet available in
the larger markets. We recently
received approval for SLActive
Tissue Level implants in Japan
and the sales figures demon-

The implant market is still
very fragmented and the market
share oflarger corporationsis ac-
tually declining. There are hun-
dreds and hundreds of smaller
providers, often founded by den-
tal clinicians, that come and go
because they do not have the ca-
pability to expand internation-
ally. Few companies succeed in
making this jump and remaining
in the market for a longer period.

Unlike in some industries,
scale in the dental implant indus-
trydoesnothaveinherentreturns.
Whatwe are seeingis a consolida-
tion in a larger context, as many
distributors have started to in-
clude implants in their portfolios
withthe aim ofbecomingone-stop
shops. This development needs
careful scrutiny because implants
involve other factors that only we
as specialists can deliver.

Thank you very much for
the interview.
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Sirona unveils new unit for new markets

INTEGO treatment cenire meant to offer premium quality at affordable prices

Daniel Zimmermann
DTI

BENSHEIM, Germany: Check-
ing the latest investment figures,
Jeffrey T. Slovin looks relaxed
and pleased with himself. Min-
utes ago, the 49-year-old CEO
of Sirona was still rocking the
stage in front of 400 guests in
a specially prepared production
room at the company’s site in
Bensheim in Germany for what
he says is probably one of
the most important product
launchesin his company’srecent
past.

Developed to fill a gap be-
tween its C8+ and SINIUS dental
chairs, the new INTEGO treat-
ment unit was developed to be
a door opener to new markets
in which the Germany company
took significant investments—
markets such as Asia where
Sirona opened a new regional
headquarters at the end of last
year. Excluding the German-
speaking countries, however, it
will also be supplied in estab-
lished markets like Scandinavia
and Southern Europe, according

to Executive Vice President of
Sales Walter Petersohn.

Balancing this stretch, how-
ever, made it necessary to offer
two versions of the unit, named
BASIC and PRO, that can serve
practitioners with normal treat-
ment requirements as well as
specialists who want to perform
advanced procedures like im-
plantology or endodontics. For
the latter group, the PRO version
will offer enhanced features
such asan automaticdisinfection
device or the possibility to add
an apex locator. Moreover, it will
be equipped with a touch screen
panel and a four-way footswitch
for more intuitive control. Both
versions of the INTEGO will be
available with hanging hoses
or whip arms in a variety colours
to fit different practice environ-
ments. Emphasis was also on
improved ergonomics with the
unit featuring a thinner back-
rest, more comfortable uphol-
stery, and flexible height ad-
justment.

The units are going to sell
between €15,000 and €25,000,

Roland DG
reorganises in

Asia Pacific

Marc Margetts. (DTI/Photo courtesy of
Roland DG, Japan)

DT Asia Pacific

SYDNEY, Australia/HAMAMATSU,
Japan: As part of its global re-
structuring plans, Roland DG has
recently made public leadership
changes for several of its Asia
Pacific operations. Beginning this
month, Marc Margetts, currently
CEO of Roland DG Australia, will
take over responsibility as pres -
ident for the region.

While Margetts will maintain
his current position, the com-
pany said, the role of president
of its subsidiary in Sydney will
be assumed by former general
manager John Wall. Alterations

to the company’s operations in
China were also announced,
including the naming of former
President of East Asia Sales
Michael Man as President of the
Roland DG (China) Corporation
in Shanghai.

According to the company,
the restructuring, which is part
of its Global One reorganisation
efforts that began last year,
are intended to strengthen its
leadership position in one of
the fastest-growing regions in
the world.

In addition to its headquar-
ters in Japan and its offices in
Australia and China, Roland DG
currently maintains direct busi-
ness operations in South Korea
and Taiwan. It also operates
through dealers in markets like
India and Hong Kong.

A provider of digital solutions
for a variety of industries, the
company manufactures and dis-
tributes mills for the production
of dental prostheses, including
crowns, bridges and abutments,
under its DWX brand. In Aus-
tralia, it recently opened a new
3-D and dental creative centre
in Sydney that offers live demon-
strations, as well as interactive
training sessions and seminars,
to dental professionals.

Jelfrey T Slovinpresenting thenew INTEGO unit. (DTIl/Photo Daniel Zimmermann,)

depending on the specific config-
uration—significantly less when
compared to some of the com-
pany’s current flagships which
sell for up to €30,000. However,

Peterson made an assurance
that the lower price tag does not
mean a compromise in the qual-
ity the company is known for
around the globe.

“We are proud to still be able
to offer a product which is a hun-
dred per cent made in Germany
but for which we were able to
significantly reduce production
costs,” he said.

While the BASIC version of
the INTEGO is scheduled to
launch in July, the PRO version
is anticipated to follow later
this year. However, it will take
at least until the next IDS in
Cologne before registration is
received in all target regions
and for it to be available in all
markets, Petersohn added. Asked
about the company’s existing
dental chair portfolio compris-
ing four major brands, of which
the latest was launched only
four years ago, he assured that
all will continue to stay for the
time being.

“We willletthe market decide
what the future of each unit will
look like,” he said.
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