
Transforming  
your practice

One doctor shares  
his experiences with  
chairside mills over  
the years.

»page 14

Next-generation  
CAD software

New product is designed 
for clincians who are 
adopting a single-visit 
dentistry model.

»page 4

A new standard in 
electric handpieces

This smaller, quieter 
and longer-lasting model 
makes its debut here  
in Chicago.

»page 18

Chicago Midwinter Meeting · Chicago, Illinois · Thursday, February 24, 2022                     Vol. 15, No. 1

8see CHICAGO, page 3

n Take a tour through the history 
of dentistry on Friday morning with 
the Chicago Midwinter Meeting’s spe-
cial Keynote Session guest, Scott D. 
Swank, DDS.

Swank has been curator of the Dr. 

Samuel D. Harris National Museum of 
Dentistry since 2002, which features 
President George Washington’s den-
tures among its artifacts.

Swank will offer a presentation on 
how the profession of dentistry has 

evolved over the decades. He will 
cover important moments in dental 
history and even include some dental 
trivia.

The Keynote Session & Recognition 
Awards will be held from 8 to 9 a.m. 

in Room W375D. Those who wish to 
come early may partake in coffee and 
a continental breakfast, being served 
from 7:30 to 7:55 a.m.

(Source: Chicago Dental Society)

By Fred Michmershuizen, today Staff

n It’s so nice to be together once  
again! 

After last year’s meeting went to 
a virtual event because of the pan-
demic, the industry is back home at 
McCormick Place West. From now 
until Saturday, attendees at the 157th 
Midwinter Meeting have access to 
hundreds of courses and exhibitors, 
plus long-awaited, in-person gather-
ings with compatriots. Fittingly, the 
theme of this year’s event is “A Dental 
Tradition.”

But first, some ground rules. All 
participants at this year’s Midwinter 
Meeting are required to wear a face-
mask, and all attendees must have 
had at least one COVID-19 vaccination. 

To help, MEDICOM is sponsoring 
individually sealed facemasks for use 
during the meeting. And to make 
attendance here even safer for all, 
courses this year are being staggered 
to allow time for deep cleaning of 

Travel through dentistry’s past with Dr. Scott D. Swank

Sweet home Chicago

5 Attendees walk the halls of the Chicago Midwinter Meeting during a past meeting. After a break last year to go virtual  
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Midwinter Meeting is back home at McCormick Place West. (Photos/today Staff file  
photos)
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rooms between sessions.
The educational offerings here are 

as valuable as ever to the dental pro-
fessionals in attendance. No matter if 
you are a new dentist or a seasoned 
veteran, a general practitioner or a 
specialist, the Midwinter Meeting 
has something for you. 

The gathering, organized by the 
Chicago Dental Society, offers a com-
prehensive scientific program that 
includes 250 lectures, workshops and 
panel discussions on every topic in 
dentistry. There are also many ses-
sions being offered in the Corpo-
rate Learning Theater, located in the 
exhibit hall. 

There are more than 150 speakers, 
of whom 47 are new to this year’s 
event, according to meeting organ-
izers. 

After spending time listening to 
the many great speakers, you might 
decide to head next to the exhibit hall, 
located in Hall F on Level 3. Accord-
ing to the Chicago Dental Society, 

this is the most inclusive show yet, 
with hundreds of exhibitors, many of 
whom are new to the meeting. A visit 
to the hall can earn you one hour of 
C.E. per day. 

The schedule for the exhibit hall is 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. today (Thursday);  
10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Friday; and 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday. The extended 
hours Friday offer attendees an 
opportunity to enjoy a “happy hour” 
beverage during Brews & Bargains, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m.!

The Midwinter Meeting concludes 
Saturday evening with the Presi-
dent’s Dinner Dance, hosted by CDS 
President Thomas Schneider Jr. and 
his wife, Sarah. The celebration is 
being held in the Crystal Ballroom of 
the Hyatt Regency Chicago. Festivi-
ties kick off with a reception at 7 p.m., 
followed by a formal dinner and danc-
ing. Dress is black tie optional.

  About 
the Publisher
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5 Attendees enter the exhibit hall back 
in 2020, the last time the meeting was 
held in-person.



By Fred Michmershuizen, today Staff

n The Midwinter Meeting is often 
the place where the dental indus-
try’s newest and most advanced 
technology is introduced. This year 
in Chicago, one such innovation is 
ChairsideCAD 3.0 Galway. The next-
generation CAD software for single-
visit dentistry, developed by exocad, 
an Align Technology company, first 
became available in the United States 
and Canada in November 2021.

As part of a marketing campaign 
behind the launch, company prin-
cipals from exocad sat down for an 
interview with the today Staff at the 
2021 Greater New York Dental Meet-
ing, where they discussed the new 
software and what it offers to dental 
practices. 

The executives from exocad said 
that this new release — named after 
the Irish city of Galway, a European 
“Capital of Culture” — provides den-
tists with design tools for a vast 
range of indications along with a 
wide choice of integrated devices. 
The chairside workflow is highly 
automated, intuitive and optimized 
for practice use, they said.

The software includes a step-by-
step guide through the design process 
and a smooth integration with open 
intraoral scanners, production 
devices and implant systems. Chair-
sideCAD 3.0 Galway also enables the 
in-house design of FDA-cleared cus-
tom abutments. “This software was 
designed to help clinicians who are 
adopting a single-visit dentistry 
model,” said Larry Bodony, presi-
dent, exocad America. “With Chair-
sideCAD 3.0 Galway, dentists can 
streamline their workflow – from the 
first restorative steps to the manu-
facture of the surgical components 
needed to complete a treatment plan.”

Tillmann Steinbrecher, CEO of exo-
cad, added more details about the 
features and highlights of the new 
release. “It’s optimized to reduce 
design time by adding more automa-
tion and bringing our Instant Ana-
tomic Morphing technology to Chair-
sideCAD,” Steinbrecher explained. 
“The goal is to enable the clinician to 
design the exact shape she or he has 
in mind but with minimal time effort.” 

The software is designed to be 
suitable for both experts and nov-
ices. Those who are newer to CAD/
CAM may appreciate its fast, “wiz-
ard-guided” workflows, while more 
advanced users can select free design 
sequences that offer greater flexibil-
ity, Bodony and Steinbrecher both 
explained. 

Another advantage of the new 
exocad software release, is that it sup-
ports collaboration between dental 
technicians and dentists.

“Collaboration has been a founding 
feature of our software,” Bodony said. 
“We have a technology called dental-
share included in all of our products 
that is a point-to-point communica-
tion tool that allows technicians and 
dentists to communicate in near real 
time on cases. Basically, the exocad 
scan by the dentist can be shared in 
its entirety with the lab with just a few 
clicks of a mouse. It’s very efficient in 
time so that they can then get on the 
phone if they need to communicate 
or there’s a built-in chat function that 

allows them to discuss the case and 
send files back and forth quickly.”

“We firmly believe that the earlier 
and the more you get the dental tech-
nician involved in treatment plan-
ning, the better the result,” Stein-
brecher said. “It’s key to provide a 
platform that enables better collabo-
ration between dentists and dental 
technicians. It also enables dental 
technicians to offer an additional 
range of digital services to dentists.”

Steinbrecher said that the most 
important thing he wants dentists 
to know about exocad is that it pro-
vides the software tools needed to 
make the most out of their existing 
equipment. “No matter if it’s a 3-D 

printer or an intraoral scanner or a 
milling machine, we provide the soft-
ware that ties things together with 
smooth and efficient workflows and 
that allows effective and timely com-
munications between labs and dental 
practices to the next level,” he said. 

Christine McClymont, global head 
of marketing and communications 
for exocad, described the thinking 
behind the branding of the software, 
which includes the catchphrase — 
“Imagine the CADabilities” — as well 
as a testimonial campaign and an 
expanded booth presence at key den-
tal meetings. “We wanted to make 
sure that we elevate the exocad 
brand,” she said. 

McClymont said attendees are 
invited to the exocad booth to view 
demonstrations and to take a “deeper 
dive into the technology” to learn 
more about the digital workflow.

It’s award-winning technology, as 
well. Last year the Cellerant Group 
named ChairsideCAD as its 2021 Best 
of Class Technology Award winner for 
clinical design software. It was the 
third consecutive year exocad soft-
ware was recognized with the award. 
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Introducing ChairsideCAD 3.0 Galway
Next-generation CAD software from exocad is designed for single-visit dentistry

Here in Chicago
To learn more about exocad’s  
ChairsideCAD 3.0 Galway, visit exocad 
at booth No. 2405 or visit the com-
pany online at exocad.com/chairside 
cad-galway.

5 From left:  
Larry Bodony, 
president of  
exocad America; 
Tillmann  
Steinbrecher,  
CEO of exocad;  
and Christine  
McClymont,  
global head of 
marketing and 
communications 
for exocad; invite 
you to ‘imagine the  
CADabilites.’  
The company  
executives  
gathered for a 
photo after an  
interview with 
today Staff  
conducted at the 
2021 Greater  
New York Dental 
Meeting.  
(Photo/Fred  
Michmershizen, 
today Staff)

5 ChairsideCAD 3.0 Galway is the next generation of exocad’s easy-to-use CAD  
software for single-visit dentistry. The chairside workflow is streamlined, intuitive 
and optimized for use in the practice. (Photo/Provided by exocad)
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By Designs for Vision Staff

n Designs for Vision has several new 
and innovative products, including 
Infinity VUE, Panoramic Field and 
REVEAL.

Designed to provide a straight-

forward approach to ergonomics, 
Infinity VUE loupes are available in 
3.0x and 3.5x magnification. Infinity 
VUE (Vision Up Ergonomics) keeps 
your chin up, your neck straight and 
your eyes forward while viewing the 
magnified oral cavity. 

Designs for Vision invites you to 
try these loupes on to see (and feel) the 
difference in your posture.

The new patented Panoramic Field 
Loupes (U.S. pat. 8928975B2) repre-
sent the most significant advance-
ment in telescope design in more than 
100 years, according to the company. 
The viewable areas are twice as large 
as prismatic expanded field designed 
loupes and up to five times greater 
than Galilean loupes. Panoramic 
Field loupes provide unprecedented 
field of view, clarity, definition and 
color, the company says.

Another Designs for Vision product 
is its groundbreaking REVEAL (U.S. 
pat. 10215977B1), providing hands-
free fluorescence enhanced theragno-
sis (FET). According to the company, 
REVEAL supplies the visual informa-
tion to support decision making and 
facilitate proper treatment options 
in cariology, oral hygiene, periodon-
tology-implantology and restorative 
dentistry.

Designs for Vision is also introduc-
ing the patented intuitive response 
technology with the Micro IR HDi 
headlight (U.S. pat. 8,851,709 and 
RE46,463). The patented IR feature 
allows you to operate the headlight 
with hands-free operation. Onboard 
biometrics sense the position of the 
headlight to turn the light on when 
you are working and turn the light off 
when you look up. 

Designs for Vision’s WireLess  
headlights free you from being teth-
ered to a battery pack. The simple 
modular designs uncouple the head-
lights from a specific frame or single 
pair of loupes. The compact design 
of the LED DayLite WireLess head- 
lights are independent of any frame/
loupes.

Keep your chin up 
and eyes forward 
with Infinity VUE

Here in Chicago
You can see the Visible Difference  
by visiting Designs for Vision at booth 
No. 1612. To arrange a visit in your  
office, contact Designs for Vision at 
(800) 345-4009 or info@dvimail.com.

5 Infinity VUE loupes, one of many new innovations 
available from Designs for Vision, are designed to 
help improve posture. (Photo/Provided by Designs 
for Vision)
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By Salvin Dental Specialties Staff

n The new AmnioExcite placen-
tal membrane, available from Salvin 
Dental Specialties, includes both 
amnion and chorion layers plus a 
trophoblast layer. According to the 
company, the trophoblast layer con-
tains more than 50 percent of the 
biologically relevant proteins in the 
placental membrane,1 and LifeNet 
Health’s patented and proprietary 
Matracell decellularization process 
serves to minimize immunogenic and 
inflammatory responses.7,8

The amnion membrane by itself is 
thin and contains only a small portion 
of the biological factors found in the 

full-thickness placental membrane, 
Salvin said. The chorionic membrane 
contains many of the same growth 
factors as the amnion membrane. 
However, the trophoblast layer holds 

a majority of the proteins and growth 
factors in the full-thickness placental 
membrane.1

AmnioExcite is approximately 
four times thicker than an amnion 

or chorion membrane for a more sub-
stantial protective barrier.2 Amnio-
Excite’s unique thickness may help 
prevent bacterial ingress and thus 
inflammation associated with infec-
tion, the company said.

AmnioExcite does not fold in upon 
itself when rehydrated, making it 
much easier to handle and less likely 
to migrate away from the surgical site 
during the healing process.3

Unlike other amnion/chorion  
membrane allografts, the layers in 
AmnioExcite are never separated  
during the process because separa-
tion can adversely impact retention 
of the native growth factors.4 

In most placental-based allografts, 
the trophoblast layer is removed. 
However, by removing this layer, 
a rich source of beneficial endog-
enous biological factors and the thick 
structural matrix is also removed.1 
Therefore, AmnioExcite retains more 
endogenous growth factors than sim-
ilar placenta-derived allografts by 
being processed as an intact, whole 
membrane, according to Salvin.

A few tissue processors do retain 
the trophoblast layer without remov-
ing viable and non-viable cells, which 
may provoke an immune response 
because of the presence of antigens 
on the cell surface.5 The ideal solu-
tion is to leave the thick, nutrient-rich 
extracellular matrix of the tropho-
blast layer intact but remove the 
donor cells to minimize an immune or 
inflammatory response. 

LifeNet Health has solved this 
problem by processing AmnioExcite 
with its Matracell decellularization 
process.6,7 Matracell is a patented 
and validated process that renders 
allograft tissue acellular without 
compromising the biomechanical or 
desired biochemical properties for its 
intended surgical application.8

Both Salvin Dental and LifeNet 
Health have an exemplary safety 
record. Since 1995, LifeNet Health 
has processed more than 7 million 
bio-implants with its Allowash tech-
nology, without a single case of dis-
ease transmission. AmnioExcite has 
a Sterility Assurance Level (SAL) of 
10-6, which is the recommended SAL 
for medical devices or allografts that 
are implanted or come in contact with 
breeched skin. 

To learn more about AmnioExcite 
or to place an order, call Salvin Dental 
Specialties at (800) 535-6566. 

(A full list of references is  
available from the publisher.)

The science behind the 3-layer placental membrane
Here in Chicago
To learn more about AmnioExcite and 
other products, visit Salvin Dental Spe-
cialties at booth No. 1608.

5 The new AmnioExcite three-layer placental membrane. (Photo/Provided by 
Salvin Dental Specialties)




