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n This month, in celebration of 
National Children’s Dental Health 
Month, America’s ToothFairy: 
National Children’s Oral Health Foun-
dation invites the dental community 
to participate in a national program 

focused on providing vital oral care 
products to children in need. 

The America’s ToothFairy Smile 
Drive® engages volunteers across the 
country in collecting oral-care prod-
ucts for underserved children and 
families and increasing oral-health 
awareness. Since the Smile Drive 
began in 2014, more than 1.2 mil-
lion oral care products have been 

America’s ToothFairy launches 
5th annual Smile Drive
Program in conjunction 
with National Children’s 
Dental Health Month

Time to get going
5 Attendees  
explore the  
exhibit hall  

during the  
first day of the  

Chicago  
Midwinter  
Meeting in  

February 2017. 
(Photos/today 

Staff file photos)

n There’s a chill in the air, the end of 
February is approaching and there is 
a whole lot of people milling around 
the McCormick Place West Build-
ing — three very good signs that the 
Chicago Dental Society’s annual Mid-
winter Meeting is back in business for 
another year. Its 153rd, to be exact.

And this year the Midwinter Meet-
ing has an extra point of honor in 
its favor — back in September, it was 
named to the Trade Show Executive’s 
Gold 100, the trade-show-industry 
magazine’s annual listing of the pre-
vious year’s top-100 shows. The Mid-
winter Meeting was the only dental 
trade show among the magazine’s 
2016 honorees. 
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distributed to underserved children 
nationwide.

“Simple necessities like a tooth-
brush and toothpaste are something 
the children we serve often do with-
out,” said Jill Malmgren, executive 
director of America’s ToothFairy. 
“Without the basic tools to maintain 
good dental hygiene, children often 
face lifelong challenges with poor 
dental health that negatively impact 
their academic performance, school 
attendance and overall health.”

Similar to a food drive, Smile Drive 
participants set up collection boxes 
at their business, school or other loca-
tion to collect donated toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, floss, mouthguards and 
other oral-care products for children 
in their community. On or before 
March 20, World Oral Health Day, 
participants deliver their collected 
products to a local shelter, school, 
clinic or other non-profit organization 
of their choice. 

Downloadable educational materi-
als and activity sheets are available 
for volunteers to print and distribute 

when they deliver their donated oral 
care products or provide oral health 
education for children and their car-
egivers.  

Those interested in participating 
should register at www.SmileDrive.
org to receive a free downloadable 
toolkit with resources to promote 
their drive. Each Smile Drive par-
ticipant will be recognized in the 
national Smile Drive Directory and 
be eligible for prizes for collecting the 
most products. 

New in 2018, dental practices and 
companies can maximize their par-
ticipation as “Smile Drive Superstars” 
and receive everything they need for 
a successful drive. With a contribu-

tion of $500, America’s ToothFairy 
will provide T-shirts, wristbands, co-
branded educational materials and 
other resources to support Smile 
Drive promotional efforts and assist 
participants with setting up a mean-
ingful educational event for children 
in their community. 

Learn more and register at www.
SmileDrive.org. 

About America’s ToothFairy: 
National Children’s Oral Health 
Foundation
As a resource provider, America’s 
ToothFairy: National Children’s Oral 
Health Foundation increases access 
to oral health care by supporting 
non-profit clinics and community 
partners delivering education, pre-
vention and treatment services for 
underserved children. 

Since its inception in 2006, Ameri-
ca’s ToothFairy has distributed more 
than $18 million in donated products, 
educational materials and financial 
grants to improve oral health out-
comes for children and youth in need. 
For more information, visit www.
AmericasToothFairy.org. 

SMILE
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Here in Chicago
America’s ToothFairy: National Chil-
dren’s Oral Health Foundation Cel-
ebration of Smiles will be held again 
this year. The event takes place from  
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. today in the Hyatt 
Regency McCormick Place Ballroom 
A. Enjoy live entertainment, silent 
auction items and remarks from NBA 
legend Muggsy Bogues.

Of course, attendees don’t need a 
magazine to tell them this meeting is 
the place to be. For the next few days, 
you will be able to learn from some of 
the industry’s top education profes-
sionals, who will be presenting more 
than 200 courses, hands-on learning 
activities and live patient demonstra-
tions. There also will be a special all-
day track on dental assisting. 

Many courses have no additional 
charge; however, all listed courses 
require a ticket for entry. The free 
courses are seated on a first-come, 
first-served basis, and for all the 
courses, nobody is admitted beyond 
the halfway point after start. To ensure 
having a seat, register for the course 
in advance and arrive with your ticket 
before the start time. If you don’t get 
a ticket through registration, you can 
check at the classroom door to see if 
seats are available.

Among the many free courses are: 
 • “Uppers are from Mars, lowers 

from Venus: Clarifying overdentures” 
with Nader Sharifi. 

• “Safety in numbers: Dental radia-
tion dose in 2018” with Katy (Cath-
erine) Warren and Cindy Saylors.  

• “Digital dentistry: Applications 
& potential pitfalls” with Radi Masri. 

• “Management of completely 
edentulous patient: Where are we 
headed with new technology?” with 
Mathew Kattadiyil. 

• “Communicate with purpose: 
Learning to listen” with Lisa Spradley. 

• “Baby steps: The infant dental 
exam for general dentists” with Greg-
ory L. Psaltis.

Midwinter Meeting mobile app 
If you haven’t yet downloaded the 
2018 Midwinter Meeting mobile app 
to your smartphone, you might want 
to do that now. With the app, you will 
be able to:

• Navigate the 170,000 square feet 
of exhibit space with a 2-D map and 
plot routes to any of the more than 700 
exhibitors.

• Access your course schedule by 
logging in and registering your badge 
number with the app after you have 
registered for the meeting.

• Sync your profile on the app with 
your LinkedIn profile.

• View PDF handouts from speak-
ers presenting more than 200 courses 
on topics of interest to the whole den-
tal team, and take notes that you can 
email directly to yourself.

• Complete online C.E. certifica-
tion.

• Access the Virtual Tradeshow 
Bag, which is full of special offers for 
attendees to take advantage of when 
visiting the exhibit hall.

Additional features on the app will 
enable attendees to network with one 
another, stay connected via social 
media channels and view favorite 
meeting details in one central place. 

Through the process of download-
ing the app, logging in and updating 
your profile, you will automatically be 
entered into a raffle to win a gift card. 

Names will be drawn at noon each 
day of the meeting. Each day’s win-
ners must be present on site at the 
show to accept a prize.

(Source: Chicago Dental Society)

5 From left, Nicole Bernhardt, assistant; Patricia Pajac, assistant; Jessica Emery, 
DMD; Ashley Nelson, assistant; and Hannah Carrico, RDH, set up for a social-media 
photo during the 2016 Midwinter Meeting. 
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By Henry Schein Staff

n Henry Schein Inc. has announced 
the nine finalists for the third  
annual Henry Schein Cares Medal, 
an award given to nonprofit organiza-
tions from the fields of oral health, 
animal health and medicine that 
demonstrate excellence in expanding 
access to care for the underserved.

The nine finalists (three from each 
field) were selected by a panel of inde-
pendent judges comprised of experts 
from the fields of medicine, philan-
thropy, social entrepreneurship and 
business, as well as previous Henry 
Schein Cares Gold Medalists. 

The judges will choose from those 
finalists a gold, silver and bronze 
medalist for each field. Winners will 
be announced later this year at Henry 
Schein’s national sales meeting for 
each respective business unit. In 
alphabetical order, the finalists are:

• Oral health: Community Treat-
ment (Festus, Mo.); Mary’s Center for 
Maternal and Child Care (Washing-
ton, D.C.); and My Community Dental 
Centers (Boyne City, Mich.)

• Animal health: Animal Refuge 
League of Greater Portland (West-
brook, Maine); Brooke USA (Lexing-
ton, Ky.); and the Massachusetts Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (Boston)

• Medicine: Care 2 Communities 
(St. Paul, Minn.); Community Volun-
teers in Medicine (West Chester, Pa.); 
and The Night Ministry (Chicago)

Each medalist will receive a cash 
award through the support of the 
Henry Schein Cares Foundation in 
the following amounts: $15,000 for 
gold, $10,000 for silver and $5,000 
for bronze. In addition, each finalist 
will receive $10,000 worth of product 
from Henry Schein.

Since its founding in 1932, Henry 
Schein has been dedicated to fulfill-
ing its responsibilities as a corporate 
citizen by giving back to the indus-
tries and communities it serves. The 

company created the Henry Schein 
Cares Medal in 2015 to honor com-
munity organizations that shared the 
company’s commitment to serving 
society and whose work has been 
especially effective in bringing care 
to people and animals in need.

“Throughout our company’s his-
tory, we at Henry Schein have been 
guided by the principle that everyone, 
regardless of their economic standing 
or personal circumstances, deserves 
quality health care,” said Stanley 
M. Bergman, chairman of the board 
and chief executive officer of Henry 
Schein. “These nine organizations 
share that idea and embody a spirit of 
generosity that deserves recognition, 
and we are proud to honor them with 
the Henry Schein Cares Medal.”

The Henry Schein Cares Medal is 
an initiative of Henry Schein Cares, 
the company’s global corporate social 
responsibility program.

Henry Schein announces finalists for 
third annual Henry Schein Cares Medal

For more information
To read more about how Henry Schein 
Cares is making a difference, visit the 
blog, www.helpinghealthhappen.org.

5 (Photo/Provided by Henry Schein)
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By Shofu Dental Staff

n One of the greatest limitations 
in the use of resin composites is the 
material’s shrinkage during polym-
erization. 

This process, typically associated 
with dynamic development of elastic 
modulus, creates a network of stress 
cells within the resin composite  
and its interface with the tooth struc-
ture. 

The unrelieved stress can weaken 
the bond between the tooth structure 
and the restoration. Consequently, 
marginal leakage, tooth fracture and 
a restoration’s displacement may 
occur and further initiate the forma-
tion of secondary caries and post-
operative sensitivity.

On average, the majority of resin 
composites in the market shrink 
about 2 to 5 percent. 

As polymerization shrinkage can-
not be completely eliminated, a pleth-
ora of techniques and protocols has 
been developed to conduct the manip-
ulation of restorative procedures to 
minimize the effects of shrinkage and 
associated shrinkage stress. 

Introduction of various new com-
posite systems with low-shrink chem-
istry may also help overcome the 
problem.

A next generation of a bioactive 
composite indicated for all cavity 
classes, I—V, Beautifil II LS (Low 
Shrink) provides general practition-
ers with the means to reduce polym-
erization shrinkage and shrinkage 
stress while creating predictable and 
functional esthetics.  

Like all restorative materials 
from Shofu, this novel composite 
incorporates the proprietary bioac-
tive Giomer chemistry, clinically 
proven in eight- and 13-year recall  
studies to release and recharge fluo-
ride and other beneficial ions and 
inhibit plaque formation to help 
establish a stable pH in the oral envi-
ronment. 

Highly filled, 83 wt percent, Beau-
tifil II LS demonstrates excellent 
compressive and flexural strength 
(ca. 370 MPa and 120 MPa, respec-

fillers, which also exhibit tooth-like 
optical properties and natural esthet-
ics. 

Available in syringes, tips and 
value kits, in 14 dentin and enamel 
shades, Beautifil II LS offers the cli-
nicians predictable and functional 
esthetics with greater strength, 
higher wear resistance and naturally 
beautiful esthetics, according to the 
company.

Features of Beautifil II LS  
(Low Shrink)

• Lowest volumetric shrinkage 
(0.85 percent) and shrinkage stress 
(2.72 MPa).

• Greater strength and higher 
wear resistance.

• Tooth-like esthetics with natural 
fluorescence and chameleon effect.

• Polishes in an instant.
• Sustained fluoride release/

recharge with bioactive Giomer 
chemistry.

Predictable and functional  
esthetics with low shrinkage 
and reduced stress

Here in Chicago
Receive 6 C.E. credits by attending 
today’s lecture from Dr. Zase on “Cos-
metic Pearls for General Practitioners,” 
being held from 8 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.   
Also, visit Shofu’s booth, No. 2807, to 
experience the EyeSpecial C-III camera 
firsthand and connect with a team of 
certified dental assistants.

5 Functional and naturally beautiful restorations created with Beautifil II LS. (Photos/Frank J. Milnar, DDS, AAACD)

tively), maintains ideal color stability 
and polishes in an instant, producing 
a long-lasting sheen, according to the 
company.

Among the distinguishing features 
of Beautifil II LS are its low-shrink attrib-
utes. In rigorous international bench 
tests, this ground-breaking material 

demonstrated volumetric shrinkage 
of 0.85 percent and polymerization 
shrinkage stress of 2.72 MPa, the 
lowest characteristics among all uni-
versal composites in the market today. 
Shofu attributes these outstanding 
results to a new proprietary monomer 
and high-density pre-polymerized  

5 Beautifil II LS. (Photo/Provided by Shofu Dental)




