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One millenial (and a
periodontist’s daughter)
reflects on how oral care
can be a little more green.

- page A3

Designs for Vision offers
new products to help
keep you safe when it’s
time to return to work.

- page As

As dental practices
resume operations,
ADA offers guidance

By ADA Staff

he safety of patients and the
dental team is the American
Dental Association’s foremost
concern.

On March 16, the ADA was one of the
first national professional health asso-
ciations to recommend postponement of
all but urgent or emergency procedures.
This recommendation was intended
to help mitigate the spread of the 2019
Novel Coronavirus, conserve essential
personal protective equipment (PPE) for
medical frontline colleagues and avoid
the need for patients requiring emer-
gency dental treatment to go to overbur-
dened hospital emergency departments.

The ADA’s March 16 recommendation
that dentists restrict their practices to
all but urgent and emergency care ex-
pired on April 30 and was not extended.
Oral health is an integral part of overall
health. Treatment of dental disease, as

well as prevention, is important to help
keep people healthy. The longer dental
practices remain closed to preventive
care and treatment for early forms of
dental disease, the more likely patients’
untreated disease will progress, increas-
ing the complexity and cost for treat-
ment down the road.

In April, while the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) con-
tinued to develop recommendations for
dental health care professionals, den-
tal practices began reopening in states
where government mandates began to
lift. The ADA recognized dentists across
the country needed a science-based
guidance and proactively formed a task
force to do so.

The ADA’s interim guidance, released
in April, builds upon the already strong
infection control protocols in place in
dental offices and calls for the highest
level of PPE available — masks, goggles

- See ADA, page A3
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- page B2
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The ADA is offering guidance to dentists
and hygienists returning to work, with
recommended steps to take before, during
and after care. Using different protective
equipment, including masks, is one such
piece of advice. lllustration/Hana Erel,
freeimages.com
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important in your gloves. 2 W
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Social media campaign helps dentists keep in touch with patients

The Dental Trade Alliance (DTA), in
collaboration with Lanmark360, has de-
veloped a social media-based campaign
that dentists and their staffs can use to
stay in contact with patients during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The campaign features five 20-second
animated videos, available at www.Posts
ForMyPatients.com, which convey timely
oral health and wellness messages for
patients who have not been able to see
their dentist because of the quarantine,

according to a press release from Lan-
mark360.

Dentists and their staff who visit the
“Posts For My Patients” website can post
any or all of the free videos to their own
social media channels with just a few
clicks. Each video covers a different topic,
including brushing, flossing, social dis-
tancing, checking in and eating well.

“PostsForMyPatients.com provides an
easy-to-use platform for dentists to stay
in touch with their patients,” said Gregory

Chavez, CEO of the Dental Trade Alliance.
“The videos are great reminders about
the importance of practicing good oral
health during the COVID-19 pandemic.”
“We created this campaign in collabo-
ration with the Dental Trade Alliance to
give their member companies a proac-
tive patient engagement tool to share
with their dental partners,” said Howard
Klein, president of Lanmark360. “After
the COVID-19 pandemic, the dental in-
dustry is poised to return stronger than

ever. In the meantime, these videos can
help dental professionals and their staff
remind patients they are always there for
them.”

Dentists and staff can view each video
at www.PostsForMyPatients.com and post
them directly to Facebook pages, Twitter
feeds and other social media platforms.
The site also includes captions for each
video, or dentists can write their own.

(Source: Lanmark360)
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Tell us what you think!

Do you have general comments or criti-
cism you would like to share? Is there a
particular topic you would like to see
articles about in Dental Tribune? Let us
know by sending an email to k.colker@
dental-tribune.com. We look forward to
hearing from you!

Adapting dentistry to
an eco-focused world

By Jaclyn Hoexter, BA

(Director, Digital Investment)

As an eco-conscious millennial in the
media world and daughter of a periodon-
tist (exposed to more conventions and
surgical PowerPoint’s than I'd like to ad-
mit), I was delighted to find out that oral
care has turned a little bit greener.

While digitalization of surgical tech-
niques and practices has greatly ad-
vanced sustainability in recent years,
the tools that have been mass produced,
such as toothpaste tubes, floss contain-
ers, plastic toothbrushes, etc., have not
been part of this ecological stride. This
has resulted in a mountain of non-recy-
clable waste over the years.

Earlier this year, I found out that Col-
gate had come out with the first ever
vegan-certified toothpaste in a recycla-
ble tube. In and of itself, this announce-
ment is quite exciting and buzz-worthy;
however, it was the final part of the an-
nouncement that really got people talk-
ing. Despite having dedicated the past
five years to coming up with this sustain-
able solution, the company revealed that
it will be sharing the innovative technol-
ogy with competitors as part of its com-
mitment to reducing the global presence
of the most widely used forms of plastic
packaging (that until now could not be
recycled).

Part of what makes this announcement
so exciting is that these types of tubes

File photo/Provided by Dreamstime

are not just used for toothpaste but also
for skincare and a multitude of other ver-
ticals over the years. With a powerhouse
like Colgate leading the charge, the oral
care industry is poised to transform its
industry and beyond.

Personally, I am excited to see where it
leads.

(Editor’s note: Jaclyn Hoexter is the
daughter of Tribune America Editor in
Chief David Hoexter.)

<ADA, page A1

and face shield — to help protect patients
and the dental team when re-engaging in
providing the full range of oral health
care.

In addition, the interim guidance in-
cludes ways dentists and hygienists can
reduce aerosols, such as:

- Hand scaling when cleaning teeth
rather than using ultrasonic scaling.

- Use of high-velocity suction when-
ever possible.

- Use of rubber dental dams whenever
possible.

The interim guidance also includes
many recommendations covering other
patient interactions.

Before dental appointments

- Dental office staff may call patients
and ask questions about their current
health status. They may repeat these

questions when patients arrive to make
sure nothing has changed.

- Patients may have their temperature
taken prior to any procedure.

- Patients may be asked to bring and
wear their own masks upon arrival at the
dental office.

- Patients may be asked to limit the
number of people they bring to the ap-
pointment.

During dental appointments

- Patients may be asked to wait out-
side until the dental team is ready to see
them.

- Inside the office, things that many
people often touch, such as toys or maga-
zines, may have been removed.

« The office may have hand sanitizer
available for patient use.

« Dental staff may wipe down items pa-
tients touch, such as pens, clipboards or
furniture.

+ The computer keyboard in the dental

operatory may have a disposable cover so
it can be easily cleaned between patients.

- The dentist and team members may
be using different protective equipment,
such as different masks, face shields,
gowns and goggles.

After dental appointments

- Staff will thoroughly clean the areas
where patients have been, using disinfec-
tants that are effective against the virus
that causes COVID-19.

The ADA will be releasing a guide and
interactive checklist to aid dentists in as-
sessing virus transmission risks in their
practices, including factors such as local
disease transmission rates, patient-and
treatment-specific issues and facility
considerations.

Guided by the best-available scientific
evidence, the ADA will continue to pro-
vide recommendations for the health
and safety of patients and dental profes-
sionals.
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Visalys CemCore: Two opposites make a whole

By Kettenbach Dental Staff

A single composite for cementation
and core build-up. This has long been
considered impossible because of con-
flicting requirements. By means of pat-
ented Active-Connect-Technology (ACT),
however, dental specialist Kettenbach
Dental has succeeded in meeting the
challenge without compromising the
material.

The result is the Visalys CemCore sys-
tem, which enables both adhesive cemen-
tation and core build-up to be achieved
with just a few components, interlinking
brands and the business.

Cementation composites need to be as
hydrophilic as possible and highly fluid,
whereas core build-up requires a high de-
gree of stability and a material that swells
as little as possible. Kettenbach Dental
states that it has developed a technology
that eliminates the conflicts: Active-Con-
nect-Technology. This technology allows
optimal mixing of the somewhat hydro-
phobic cementation composite, Visalys
CemCore, with the hydrophilic Visalys
Tooth Primer on the damp surface of the
tooth.

Despite its hydrophobic properties, the
innovative composite achieves a high
adhesive strength without swelling. Vis-
alys CemCore flows into every clearance
and yet displays a high degree of stabil-
ity; gentle application of pressure en-

visalys

Photo/Provided by Kettenbach Dental

sures the degree of flow required when
carrying out the restoration, Kettenbach
states. Meanwhile, release the pressure,
and Visalys CemCore reverts to its firm
consistency so that excess material does
not expand and is easy to remove after
application, according to the company.

The Visalys CemCore system incorpo-
rates three basic components: the com-
posite cement afterwhichitisnamed, one
single-component primer for teeth and
another for restoration. It is convenient to
use and can be tailored to the application,
according to the company.

Visalys CemCore is available in a 5 ml

dual-chambered syringe. Therange of five
colors [Universal (A2/A3), Translucent,
Bleach, Opaque and Dark (A4)] ensures an
excellent basis for esthetic outcome, ac-
cording to the company.

For securing restorations where out-
standing esthetics are demanded, ad-
ditional color-matched try-in pastes are
available. The Tooth Primer can be ap-
plied directly to dentine or enamel with-
out mixing, and the Restorative Primer is
suitable for pre-treatment of all restora-
tion surfaces, Kettenbach asserts.

This makes the Visalys CemCore system
suitable both for cementation and also for

To learn more
For more information about Kettenbach products,
call (877) KEBA-123 or visit www.kettenbach.com.

core build-up using a single composite.
The Active-Connect-Technology ensures
powerful adhesion with Visalys Tooth
Primer and Visalys Restorative Primer,
while low liquid absorption ensures a
high degree of dimensional stability in
the corebuild-upand henceareducedrisk
offractureinthe finalrestoration, accord-
ing to the company.

Visalys CemCore is available to try in
Universal (A2/A3) colorwithastarter pack,
which includes not only the Visalys Cem-
Core but also Visalys Tooth Primer and
Visalys Restorative Primer, along with the
required accessories.

About Kettenbach LP

Kettenbach LP is located in Huntington
Beach, Calif, and is the exclusive U.S.
distributor for Kettenbach GmbH & Co.
KG, located in Eschenburg, Germany.
Founded by August Kettenbach in 1944,
Kettenbach GmbH was created for the
development and marketing of medical
and dental products. Today, the company
is one of the leading international pro-
ducers of impression materials for dental
use and is also known in other surgical
areas of medicine.

For more information, visit www.
kettenbach.com.

Sterile yet dirty? Impurities on dental implants

By Cleanimplant Foundation Staff

In 2019, the FDA released 2.1 million
reports of failed dental implants. Most of
these failures were related to a lack of os-
seointegration. Are patients with clinical
preconditions or poorly trained dentists
the only causes?

“Sterilized impurities, revealed on
packaged implants, may play a signifi-
cant role in these implant failures. In
these difficult times, the very last prob-
lem our patients need are significant
contaminants on the sterile implants
we use in our practice. No one would ac-
cept chromium, copper, nickel or major
organic impurities in their bone,” said
Dr. Dirk U. Duddeck, CleanImplant Foun-
dation’s Head of Research.

This non-profit organization conducts
independent quality assessments of den-
tal implants in ISO 17025-accredited labs.
Based on the data of hundreds of differ-
ent implants, almost every second im-
plant sample — all carrying FDA or CE la-
bels — showed alarming contamination,

according to the organization. And the
situation has worsened in recent years.
Renowned scientists, such as Albrekts-
son, Wennerberg, Norton and de Bruyn,
support the project and have developed

the globally recognized Trusted Qual-
ity seal, ensuring clean medical products
based on a consensus guideline. Dentists
using implants — contaminated within
the factory — should be aware of two dif-

Fig. 1 (left):
Numerous
organic
particles (black)
on a ceramic
implant, SEM
500X.

Fig.2: Organic
particles (black)
on outer thread
of titanium
implant, SEM
500X.

Photos/Provided
by Cleanimplant
Foundation

ferentrisks: a poorerclinical outcome and
the increasing danger of patients’ law-
suits. Both risks are avoidable.

For more information, visit www.clean
implant.org.
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[nnovative loupes expand vision

Designs for Vision also introduces new headlight designs

By Designs for Vision Staff

In today’s world, it is especially impor-
tant to make sure you have the proper
eyewear. To that end, Designs for Vision
is offering a variety of new product lines.

Design for Vision’s new Aerosol Protec-
tion Loupes creates a seal around your
eyes to protect against aerosols. These
loupes are available with 2.5%, 3.0x and
3.5x magnifications and come in two
frame styles.

The company is also offering the
LoupeSaver™ Face Shield. The product is
made from optical grade plastic and has
a flat panel design that reduces optical
aberrations.

The shield can be clipped to loupes,
with no headband needed, allowing a
headlight to be placed inside or outside
of the shield.

In addition to these products, Designs
for Vision has launched several new
products lines in the past few months,
including the new patented Panoramic
Field Loupes (US pat. 8928975B2).

According to the company, the Pan-
oramic Loupes represent the most signif-
icant advancement in telescope design
in more than 100 years. The viewable
areas are twice are large as prismatic
expanded-field designed loupes and

up to five times greater than Galilean
loupes. Panoramic Field loupes provide
unprecedented field of view, clarity, defi-
nition and color, the company asserts.

Designs for Vision is also adding the
Micro 3.0EF to the award-winning Micro
Series Loupes. The Micro 3.0EF has a field
of view of 100 mm and weighs less than
70 grams. The Micro Series also includes
REALITY 5 Star rated Micro 3.5EF Scopes
and Micro 4.5EF Scopes.

These scopes use a revolutionary op-
tical design that reduces the size of the
prismatic telescope by 50 percent and
reduces the weight by 40 percent while
providing an expanded field view of the
oral cavity.

If you want the lightest 3.0x magnifica-
tion, get the new 3.0x Galiliean loupes.
According to the company, the light-
weight Galilean design enables clinicians
to step up in magnification while retain-
ing an expansive 70 mm field of view.

Designs for Vision is also introducing
patented (US pat. 8,851,709 & RE46,463)
hands-free infrared technology with
the WireLess IR HDi and the Micro IR
HDi headlights. The patented IR feature
enables practitioners to operate a head-
light without touching the system. The
IR headlights use a built-in infrared sig-
nal to enable the user to turn the light on
or off simply and safely, according to the
company. Onboard biometrics sense the
position of the headlight to filter out un-
intended signals while working.

Designs for Vision’s WireLess™ head-
lights free practitioners from being
tethered to a battery pack. The modular
designs uncouple the headlights from
a specific frame or single pair of loupes.
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According to Designs for Vision, the new Panoramic Field Loupes represent the most significant
advancement in telescope design in more than 100 years. Graphic/Provided by Designs for Vision

The compact design of the LED DayLite®
WireLess headlights are independent of
any frame/loupes.

You can see the Visible Difference®
yourself by visiting Designs for Vision at
www.designsforvision.com. The company
is currently taking appointments for
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virtual meetings, and you can also find
information on selecting an N95 mask
that accommodates eyewear as well as
nose pad adjustments to fit properly over
the mask as well as information on disin-
fection procedures for loupes and head-
lamps.

FACTORY-MADE CONTAMINATED
MEDICAL DEVICES?

TIMES ARE CHANGING - SO NO MORE EXCUSES.

Has your implant system been independently
tested by the Cleanimplant quality assessment?

Join our project and get EF&*E

the information you nead:
nimplant.org

eanimplant.org El‘iﬁ




Ab

EVENTS

Dental Tribune U.S. Edition | May 2020

Hinman Dental Society awards
90 scholarships totaling $183,000

Hinman gifts students at
46 Southeastern dental
schools and programs

The Hinman Dental Society — spon-
sor of one of the nation’s largest dental
meetings, The Thomas P. Hinman Dental
Meeting — has awarded scholarships to-
taling $183,000 to 90 students enrolled
at 46 dental schools and dental programs
throughout the Southeast.

The students selected for scholarships
are named “Hinman Scholars” and typi-
cally receive their scholarships at the
Hinman Dental Meeting in March. With
the cancellation of the meeting this year,
scholarships were mailed to students.

“Despite being unable to host the
Hinman Dental Meeting, which typi-
cally helps fund these scholarships, we
felt it was critical to move forward with
awarding the student scholarships,” said
Dr. Max Ferguson, chair of the Hinman
Dental Society Trustees. “It’s not only an
important part of our mission to support
dental education, but we recognize that
college students also have been impact-
ed by the pandemic and could really use
this scholarship money in these unprec-
edented times.”

Hinman Scholars are selected with
input from the dean or head of each
school’s dentistry, dental hygiene and
dental assisting departments. Student
recipients are typically in the top 10 per-
cent of their class.

“I'was thrilled when Ireceived an email
from Hinman that I was still going to get
the scholarship. I was looking forward to
the receipt of that check to pay for my
school expenses for the final semester,”
said Mustapha Conteh, a dental hygiene
student at Atlanta Technical College.
“Hinman did exactly what it promised!
It means a lot to me that I was chosen

lllustration/Provided by Hinman Dental Society

among dozens of students to be named
a Hinman Scholar — hard work and per-
severance can propel anybody to success
in life”

Another student found the scholarship
announcement to be a catalyst for her.

“The day I received the email ... I cried,
followed by uncoordinated dance and
laughter. I was so emotional and over-
whelmed that day. I called my father to
express how he was ‘off the hook’ from
supporting me this summer,” said Raven
Douglas, a dental student at Meharry
Medical College, who lost her mother
a few years ago to cancer. “I am so un-
doubtedly grateful that the Hinman
Dental Society recognizes those students
who excel despite adversity. It’s almost
like reaffirmation! I am so proud to be
recognized as a Hinman Scholar.”

The Hinman Scholarship Program

During the past 20 years, the Hinman
Dental Society has contributed more
than $10 million in scholarships and
large gifts in support of dental education.

In 1986, the society created a scholar-
ship program that would donate money
to dental students based on need and

performance. Three years later, hygiene
students were added to the scholarship
program. In 2005, scholarships for dental
assisting students also were added. In ad-
dition, the society has funded endowed
chairs at several dental schools.

The Hinman Meeting, now in its
108th year, annually attracts more than
20,000 dentists, hygienists, assistants,
students and other dental professionals
and industry personnel to Atlanta. In
addition, nearly 400 companies exhibit
at the conference, which is held every
March.

Dental scholarship schools

- Dental College of Georgia at Augusta
University (Ga.)

- Medical University of South Carolina

« Meharry Medical College (Tenn.)

« University of Alabama at Birming-
ham

- University of Florida

- University of Kentucky

- University of Louisville (Ky.)

« University of Mississippi

« University of North Carolina

- University of Tennessee

- Virginia Commonwealth University

Hygiene scholarship schools

- Albany State University (Ga.)

- Athens Technical College (Ga.)

- Atlanta Technical College (Ga.)

- August University (Ga.)

- Central Georgia Technical College
(North & South Campuses)

+ Chattanooga State Technical Commu-
nity College (Tenn.)

- Clayton State University (Ga.)

- Columbus Technical College (Ga.)

- East Tennessee State University

- Georgia Highlands College

- Georgia State Perimeter College

- Lanier Technical College (Ga.)

Roane State Community College

(Tenn.)

- Santa Fe College (Fla.)

- Savannah Technical College (Ga.)

- Southeastern Technical College (Ga.)

- Tennessee State University

- University of Louisville (Ky.)

« University of North Carolina-Chapel
Hill

« University of Tennessee

- Wallace State Community College
(Ala,)

West Georgia Technical College

(Ga))

- Wiregrass Georgia Technical College
(Ga)

Dental assisting schools

« Albany Technical College (Ga.)

- Athens Technical College (Ga.)

- Atlanta Technical College (Ga.)

- Augusta Technical College (Ga.)

« Columbus Technical College (Ga.)

+ Georgia Northwestern Technical Col-
lege

- Gwinnett Technical College (Ga.)

- Lanier Technical College (Ga.)

- Ogeechee Technical College (Ga.)

- Savannah Technical College (Ga.)

- West Georgia Technical College (Ga.)

+ Wiregrass Georgia Technical College
(Ga))

AO expands

The Academy of Osseointegration (AO)
continues to expand its comprehensive
live online educational program with
new webinars planned for May and June.

Offered as a complimentary benefit
of membership, the academy’s live we-
binar series provides an essential por-
tal through which dental professionals
can gain cutting-edge, evidence-based
insights in implant dentistry, including
COVID-19, as well as interact directly

online education with new webinars

with the experts. Non-members can also
register at a nominal fee.

All live and archived webinar presen-
tations are complimentary as a member
benefit to all active AO members and
can be found at www.pathlms.com/ao/
courses/3393.

Each of the webinars are certified for
1 ADA-CERP credit hour and are recorded
and available to members for 9o days
following each live webinar or posted

course. For non-members, there is a $50
fee. After 9o days, webinars will be ar-
chived and no C.E. credit will be available.

The academy’s online archive is avail-
able only to members. For questions,
please contact Kim Scroggs, director of
education, at kimscroggs@osseo.org.

Upcoming webinars include:

« May 28: “Precision, Productivity &
Long-Term Stability in Implant Prosthet-
ics (A Must-see for Surgical Team Mem-

bers Too,” noon ET, by Robert Vogel, DDS.

« June 4: “Zygomatic Implants: Opti-
mization and Innovation,” 10 a.m. ET, by
James Chow, MBBS, MDS.

- June 9: “State of the Art of Dental Re-
storative Digital Workflow: Surgical Plan-
ning and Prosthetic Solutions,” noon ET,
by Marco Cicciu, DDS, PhD, MSc.

+ June 11: “Reconstructive Therapy in
the Management of Peri-implantitis,”
noon ET, by Alberto Monje, DDS.
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Virtual ADHA

Annual meeting will take place online from June 26 to 28

By Dental Tribune Staff

The annual American Dental Hygien-
ists’ Association conference — which is
billed as “The largest, most comprehen-
sive and cost-effective event for dental
hygienists in the nation” — is going vir-
tual this year.

The meeting, originally scheduled to
take place in New Orleans, will run from
Friday, June 26 to Sunday, June 28.

“Due to the enduring impact of COV-
ID-19, ADHA has made the very difficult
decision to cancel our in-person annual
conference,” the organization said in a
post to its Facebook page on April 25. “We
were really looking forward to seeing
you in New Orleans; however, the health
and safety of our community must come

first. So, we're going virtual! Although
we can’t be together in person, we can
unite from the comfort of home for the
first-ever ADHA Virtual Conference.”

Up to 21 C.E. credits will be available
during the weekend, and topics include
oral cancer assessment, HPV, dental
sealants, varnish solutions, mobile den-
tistry, orofacial myofunctional therapy,
implant therapy and depression in staff
and patients, among others.

Of particular interest will be “A Con-
versation with the ADHA Task Force
on Return to Work” at 2:45 p.m. Central
Time on Saturday as well as a “COVID-19:
Your Questions Answered” roundtable at
4 p.m. Central Time on Saturday.

For more information, for a complete
schedule and to register for the event,
head to to www.adha2020.0rg.

meeting is going virtual. Photo/Dental Tribune file photo

Citizen science: Flossing and dental
visits correlate to

Most people know that good oral hy-
giene — brushing, flossing and regular
dental visits — is linked to good health.
Colorado State University microbiome
researchers offer fresh evidence to sup-
port that conventional wisdom by taking
a close look at invisible communities of
microbes that live in every mouth.

The oral microbiome — the sum total
of microorganisms, including bacte-
ria and fungi, that occupy the human
mouth — was the subject of a crowd-
sourced, citizen science-driven study by
Jessica Metcalf’s research lab at CSU and
Nicole Garneau’s research team at the
Denver Museum of Nature & Science.
Published in Scientific Reports, the study
found, among other things, a correlation
between people who did not visit the
dentist regularly and increased presence
of a pathogen that causes periodontal
disease.

For the experiments, carried out by
Garneau’s community science team in

the Genetics of Taste Lab at the museum,
a wide cross-section of museum visi-
tors submitted to a cheek swab and an-
swered simple questions about their de-
mographics, lifestyles and health habits.
Microbial DNA sequencing data analyzed
by Metcalf’s group revealed, broadly, that
oral health habits affect the communi-
ties of bacteria in the mouth. The study
underscored the need to think about oral
health as strongly linked to the health of
the entire body.

Cheek swabs

Back in 2015, paper-co-author Garneau
— who earned her Ph.D from CSU —
and her team trained volunteer citizen
scientists to use large swabs to collect
cheek cells from museum visitors — a
naturally diverse population — who con-
sented to the study. These trained citizen
scientists helped collect swabs from 366
individuals — 181 adults and 185 youth
aged 8 to17.

The original impetus was to determine
whether and to what extent the oral
microbiome contributes to how people
taste sweet things. In collecting this data,
which was also reported in the paper, the
researchers noted more significant data
points around oral health habits.

Flossing and regular dental care

The study grouped people who flossed or
didn't floss (almost everyone said they
brushed, so that wasn’'t a useful data
point). Participants who flossed were
found to have lower microbial diversity
in their mouths than non-flossers. This
is most likely because of the physical re-
moval of bacteria that could be causing
inflammation or disease.

Adults who had gone to a dentist in
the last three months had lower overall
microbial diversity in their mouths than
those who hadn’t gone in 12 months or
longer and had less of the periodontal
disease-causing oral pathogen, Trepone-

healthier mouths

ma. This, again, was probably because of
dental cleaning removing rarer bacterial
taxa in the mouth. Youth tended to have
had a dental visit more recently than
adults.

Youth microbiomes differed among
males and females and by weight. Chil-
dren considered obese according to their
body mass indices had distinct micro-
biomes as compared to non-obese chil-
dren. The obese children also tended to
have higher levels of Treponema, reveal-
ing a possible link between childhood
obesity and periodontal disease.

Results also saw that people who lived
in the same household shared similar
oral microbiomes.

The study was made possible by a Sci-
ence Education Partnership Award from
the National Institute of General Medical
Sciences, National Institutes of Health
(Award #R250D0219009).

(Source: Colorado State University)
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Barrier protection
critical with gloves

While caring for their patients, dental
and health care professionals are con-
stantly exposed to bodily fluids that
may carry viruses and other infectious
agents. It is critical the gloves these pro-
fessionals use provide the best possible
barrier protection, especially today.

Many types of gloves are available,
but it is important to know that not all
gloves have the same barrier capability,
depending on the type of material used.
For example, natural rubber latex gloves
have long been acknowledged for their
very effective barrier properties, while
non-latex gloves, such as vinyl (polyvi-
nyl chloride), have inferior barrier capa-
bility as shown by numerous studies.

Quality, safety top priorities
Other synthetic gloves, such as nitrile
and polyisoprene, perform much better
than vinyl but are more costly, especially
polyisoprene gloves. Using gloves with
inferior capability could expose both the
patient and user to harmful infections.
Malaysia is the world’s largest medical
gloves exporter (latex and nitrile). Both
quality and users’ safety are of top prior-
ity to the nation’s glove industry. To this
end, a quality certification program (the
Standard Malaysian Glove, or the SMG)
has currently been formulated for latex
examination gloves.

Stringent technical specifications

All SMG-certified gloves must comply
with stringent technical specifications
to ensure the gloves are high in barrier
effectiveness, low in protein and low in
allergy risks, in addition to having excel-
lent comfort, fit and durability — quali-
ties that manufacturers of many syn-
thetic gloves are trying to achieve.

Latex gloves are green products, de-
rived from a natural and sustainable re-
source, and are environmentally friend-
ly. (You can learn more by visiting www.
smgonline.biz or www.latexgloves.info).

The use of low-protein, powder-free
gloves has been demonstrated by many
independent hospital studies to marked-
ly reduce the incidence of latex sensitiza-
tion and allergic reactions in workplaces.

More important, latex-allergic individ-
uals donning non-latex gloves can now
work alongside their coworkers wearing
the improved low-protein gloves with-
out any heightened allergy concern.
However, for latex-allergic individuals,
it is still important they use appropriate
non-latex gloves, such as quality nitrile
and polyisoprene gloves, which provide
them with effective barrier protection.

Extensive array of brand, prices

Selecting the right gloves should be
an educated consideration to enhance

safety for both patients and users. For
decades, gloves made in Malaysia have
been synonymous with quality and ex-
cellence, and they are widely available
in an extensive array of brands, features
and prices. Dental gloves can be sourced
either factory direct (www.mrepc.com/
marketplace) or from established den-
tal products distributors in the United
States and Canada.

(Source: MREPC)
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