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Thailand wins bid for FDI Annual VWorld Dental
Congress, 2015 edition to be held in Bangkok

DT Asia Pacific

ISTANBUL, Turkey: For the
third time in five years, the An-
nual World Dental Congress of
the FDI World Dental Federation
will be held in an Asian coun-
try. An agreement between the
Geneva-based dentists’ organi-
sation and the Dental Association
of Thailand (DTA) to organise
the 2015 congress in Bangkok
was signed recently at the 2013
FDI AWDC in the Turkish capital
of Istanbul, Dental Tribune Asia
Pacific haslearned.

It will be the first time that
the South-East Asian country
will host the prestigious inter-
national dental event. According
to DTA President Dr Adirek
S. Wongsa, who spoke to Dental
Tribune briefly in Istanbul, his
organisation has bid to host the
congress in Thailand each year
since 1999. It will be a unique
event that will not only high-
light the rapid development
of dentistry in Thailand, but
also bring all professions in
dentistry together, he said.
Preparations have already com-
menced and more information
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The FDI and the Dental Association of Thailand will organise the 201 5 congress in collaboration. (Photo: Serban Veres, DTI)

will bereleased in the upcoming
months.

The congress in Bangkok will
follow the 2014 edition, which is
being organised by the Indian
Dental Association and hosted in
New Delhi. The organisation’s
most recent congresses in Asia
were held in Hong Kong and

Singapore. The Korean Dental
Association won the bid to organ-
ise this year’s congress in Seoul
in South Korea but the event
there was cancelled, and hosted
instead by the Turkish Dental As-
sociation last month in Istanbul.

The DTA is organisingits own
annual dental event, the Thai-

land International Dental Con-
gress,tobe heldin Novemberthis
year.

According to Wongsa, the
event attracts around 5,000 den-
tal professionals each year. The
Kingdom of Thailand currently
has a workforce of 12,000 den-
tists.

Teeth grown
from urine

A team of Chinese researchers
has managed to engineer tooth-
like structures from human urine
induced stem cells, which could be
used to regenerate patient-specific
dental tissue or even whole teeth.
They used nine distinct lines of
pluripotent stem cells derived from
the urine cells of three donors.
Combined with dental mesen-
chyme, these cells were then trans-
planted into mice. After three
weeks, the researchers observed
the formation of tooth-like struc-
tures possessing the properties of
human teeth. Overall, they re-
ported a 30 per cent success rate
for tooth regeneration.

Adult dental stem cells have
been used in tissue engineering
research successfully. However,
the absence of consistent sources
of dental epithelial stem cells with
odontogenic potential in adults is a
major limiting factor of tooth re-
generation from those cells. Thus,
autogenic pluripotent stem cells
induced from human urine could
beaviablealternative.Inthefuture,
bioengineered tooth germs created
from stem cells could be cultured
in vitro and transplanted into a
patient’s jawbone to form a fully
functional tooth, they said.

DrRobert R. Edwab, USA, greeted by members of the Indian Dental Association dur-

ing alunchreception atthe FDI Congress in Turkey last month. The IDA will host the
nextannual congress of the organisationin 2o14.(DTIl/Photo Daniel Zimmermann,)

More people
hospitalised

Hospitalisations due to pre-
ventable oral infections may be
on the rise. Reviewing national
patient data, US researchers
have found that the number of
people hospitalised for dental ab-
scesses, a common consequence
of untreated tooth decay, has in-
creasedsignificantly overthelast
decade.

Sleep apnoea
linked to glaucoma

A study in Taiwan has shown
that sleep apnoea is associated
with the risk of developing glau-
coma, one of the main causes
of blindness. Overall, 1.67 times
more participants with obstruc-
tive sleep apnoea developed
open-angle glaucoma within five
years compared with controls,
according to the report.

Dental

Tribune
expands
to Israel

With its new Israeli partner,
the Dental Tribune International
Group will soon be providing
dentists with the latestnews from
the region and worldwide in
Hebrew. The Dental Tribune
Israel office will be run by Danom
Technologies, a local distributor
of dental equipment, such as
Fotona lasers, that was founded
in 2004. The first print edition
willbemade available in October
during the Israel Dental Asso-
ciation’smeeting. Alocal website
will be launched in September.

Currently, Dental Tribune
International’s combined port-
folio includes more than 100
trade publications that reach
over 650,000 dentists in more
than 90 countries and 25 lan-
guages.
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An introductory look at new caries detection systems (including
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In this webinar, the association between Diabetes and
Periodontal Diseases will be elucidated, with special
emphasis to how it impacts Periodontal health and the
management of diabetic patients with periodontal disease.

Participants will learn:

How does Diabetes impact Periodontal Health
and how Periodontitis can impact Diabetes control

How to best manage Diabetic Patients with
Periodontal Disease

How to avoid diabetic emergencies in your office

How to help diabetic patients maintain their periodontal
health and concomitant metabolic control
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Health issues prevalent
among female FDVVs

New report highlights problems of migrant workers in Asia

DT Asia Pacific

SINGAPORE: A significant num-
ber of female foreign domestic
workers (FDWs) in Asia suffer
from dental problems and other
illnesses owing to adverse work-
ing conditions, a review con-
ducted by institutes in the US,
Singapore and India has re-
ported. According to the paper by
researchers from the Duke-NUS
Graduate Medical School Singa-
pore published online ahead of
printin the International Journal
of Occupational and Environ-
mental Health, most women who
work as FDWs also have poor
knowledge of the risks to their
health.

In Asia, millions of women
are currently employed as do-
mestic workers, such as house-
maids and domestic helpers, in
a foreign country. They usually
live with their employer, where
they may be exposed to poor
working conditions, such as
overlong working hours, inade-
quate housing or a lack of pri-
vacy. In addition, owing to their
alien status in their host country,
they lack legal protection from
psychological and physical abuse,
among other threats.

Although their numbers are
increasing, so far little has been
known about their health issues,
the researchers said. Their re-
port, based on 32 studies and
questionnaires conducted among

|

Millions of women in Asia are employed as domestic workers abroad.

FDWs in 11 different countries
between 1995 and 2010, inves-
tigated health problems related
to adverse working conditions,
mental health and infectious
diseases. Studies on knowledge
and attitudes towards health
were also reviewed. According
to the scientists, the results in-
dicate that more research into
the occupational health hazards
and health of FDWs is needed.
They noted however that work-
ing conditions have improved
slightly through new legislation
in countries like Singapore,
where some of the largest num-
bers of female FDWs are em-
ployed.

“As the demand for domestic
help rapidly increases in the
developed world, migration of

labour fromthe less developed to
the more advanced economies
will only grow. Given the critical
economic role FDWs play by
contributing vital foreign remit-
tances to the economy, labour-
sending countries have a vested
interest in easing the migration
process. Hence, ensuring the
safety and health of FDWs should
be important to both the host
and labour-sending countries,”
the report states.

Owing to economic develop-
ment, demand for domestic
workers has increased by 50 per
cent over the last 15 years, ac-
cording to labour organisations.
Besides Singapore, Hong Kong
and Taiwan are currently the
countries with the largest num-
bers of FDWs.

Licensing by Dental Tribune International

International Imprint

Publisher Torsten Oemus

Group Editor/Managing
Editor DT Asia Pacific

Clinical Editor

Online Editors

Daniel Zimmermann
newsroom@dental-tribune.com
Tel.: +49 341 48474-107

Yvonne Bachmann
Claudia Duschek

Copy Editors

Sabrina Raaff
Hans Motschmann

President/CEO

Magda Wojtkiewicz

Media Sales Managers

International Editorial Board

Dr Nasser Barghi, Ceramics, USA

Dr Karl Behr, Endodontics, Germany

Dr George Freedman, Esthetics, Canada
Dr Howard Glazer, Cariology, USA

Dr Edward Lynch, Restorative, Ireland
Dr Ziv Mazor, Implantology, Israel

Prof. Dr . Krejci, Conservative Dentistry, Switzerland

CFO/CO0

Accounting

Business Development
Ezxecutive Producer
Ad Production
Designer

Marketing & Sales Services

Torsten Oemus

Matthias Diessner
Peter Witteczek
Maria Kaiser
Melissa Brown
Weridiana Mageswki
Hélen Carpentier

Dan Wunderlich
Esther Wodarski
Karen Hamatschek
Claudia Salwiczek
Gernot Meyer
Marius Mezger
Franziska Dachsel

Prof. Dr Georg Meyer, Reslorative, Germany
Prof. Dr Rudolph Slavicek, Function, Austria
Dr Marius Steigmann, Implantology, Germany

DENTAL TRIBUNE

The World’s Dental Newspaper - Asia Pacific Edition

Published by Dental Tribune Asia Pacific Ltd.
©2013, Dental Tribune International GmbH. All rights reserved.

Dental Tribune makes every effort to report clinical information
and manufacturer’s product news accurately, but cannot assume
responsibility for the validity of product claims, or for typograph-
ical errors. The publishers also do not assume responsibility
for product names or claims, or statements made by advertisers.
Opinions expressed by authors are their own and may not reflect
those of Dental Tribune International.

Dental Tribune International

Holbeinstr. 29, 04229, Leipzig, Germany

Tel.: +49 541 48474-302 - Fax: +49 341 48474-175

Internet: wwuw.dental-tribune.com E-mail: info@dental-tribune.com

Regional Offices
Asia Pacific
DT Asia Pacific Litd.
¢/0 Yonto Risio Communications Ltd, 20A, Harvard Commercial
Building, 105-111 Thomson Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel.: +852 3113 6177 - Fax: +852 3113 6199

The Americas

Dental Tribune America, LL.C

116 West 23" Street, Suite 500, New York, NY 10001, USA
Tel.: +1 212 244 7181 - Fax: +1 212 224 7185




DENTAL TRIBUNE Asia Pacific Edition

Asia News 3

“Referred patients are the best patients”

An interview with Dr William Cheung, Hong Kong

DrWilliam Cheung

Dentistry is still largely a pro-
fession focused on treatment
rather than prevention of oral
diseases like caries or peri-
odontal disease. A preventive
approachindentistryisneeded
more than ever, according to
FDI Continuing Education
programme director for the
Asia-Pacific region Dr William
Cheung. Dental Tribune Asia
Pacific met with him at the FDI
Annual World Dental Congress
in Istanbul, Turkey, to discuss
the philosophy briefly, and its
benefits for both the patient
and dentist.

Dental Tribune Asia Pacific:
Dr Cheung, could you please
summarise the key aspects of
the preventive philosophy for
us and why it is important?

Dr William Cheung: I think
in the mind of most dental prac-
titioners, prevention means pri-
marily brushing, flossing and
regular cleaning. There is no
question that these measures are
important but there is a lot more
to this, like all the developments
in the area of fluoride, for exam-
ple. Many dentists are not aware
of that.

There is also caries manage-
ment by risk assessment, where
we sit down with the patient and
go through a certain process step
by step. With the outcome of this,
we can identify certain areas
thatneed special attention. Then
we formulate a protocol for this
particular patient for managing
his or her risk, or minimising it.
This is not necessary for every
single patientbutifwe expectthe
patientto be highlysusceptible to
caries then we would go through
that exercise and perform a risk
assessment.

Such a model clearly bene-
Jfitsthe patient. Whatisin it for
thedentist?

Patients sense that you have
a preventive approach at your
practice and actually notice that
you are going through all these

larly, you can identify something
and can offer choices rather than
expecting patients to come in
only once they have a problem.
When you start to build this kind
of positiveimage and patients are
happy, they are going to refer pa-
tientstoyou. Referred patients are
the best patients in my opinion.

Considering all the preven-
tion-focused initiatives that
organisations like the FDI are
running, where do we stand
with the preventive model?

Unfortunately, at a congress
like the FDI AWDC here in Istan-
bul, most dentists want primarily
to attend presentations in fields

like cosmetic dentistry and im-
plants. Those are the major top-
ics that they are interested in,
and I donotblame them because
implants can generate a lot of
revenue.

As dental professionals, how-
ever, | think we owe it to our pa-
tients to adopt a preventive phi-
losophy. If we do the right thing,

itcan be rewarding as well finan-
cially. So, if you ask me when we
are going to reverse this trend,
I do not have an answer for you
but as a dental association it is
our responsibility to teach pre-
vention and ensure that dentists
understand what that means.

Thank you very much for
theinterview.
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exercises for them. This creates
a positive image for the practice.
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As dentists, we gain greater
satisfaction because we can see
the result of introducing this type
of approach to patients that will
subsequently be of benefitto them.
By having patients come in regu-
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Dear
reader,

Daniel Zimmermann
DTI

The FDI’s recent decision to
hold yet another of its annual con-
gresses in an Asian country is good
news for dentists in the region, not
necessarily because it will signifi-
cantly advance dentistry there, but
because it will offer the interna-
tional dental community a window
to the latest achievements in the
region to date. Particularly in Thai-
land, where the 2015 congress will
be hosted, the quality of oral health
care serviceshasmade ahuge leap,
fuelled by dental tourists who de-
mand state-of-the-art-treatment at
lower costs. On the other side, an
enormous gapinaccessto dentistry
still exists between the major cities
and the countryside, where only a
fraction of people are able to visit a
dentist regularly. For discussions
abouttheseissues and findingsolu-
tions to them, the FDI congress will
be an important platform. I hope to
see you also in New Delhi in 2014,
where the organisation’s next con-
gresswill be held in partnership with
the Indian Dental Association.

Yours sincerely,
Daniel Zimmermann

Group Editor
Dental Tribune International

Dental Tribune welcomes comments,
suggestions and complaints at
newsroom@dental-tribune.com.
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Minimum intervention in dentistry

Prof. Prathip
Phantumvanit
Thailand

The concept of minimum inter-
vention in dentistry (MID) ranges
from early diagnosis of oral disease
to appropriate intervention, which
includes prevention, control and
treatment for the purpose of con-
serving natural tooth and perio-
dontal structure. A number of MID
measures have recently become
available, including the very early
detection of dental caries using
Quantitative Light-induced Fluo-
rescence (QLF). Moreover, the vi-
sual FDI Caries Matrix, in terms of
non-cavitated and cavitated lesions
in enamel and dentine, has been
proposed as a cariesindex for timely
prevention and treatment.

For caries restoration, partial

according to research, appears to
reduce the incidence of iatrogenic
pulp exposure and therefore the
risk of pain andinfection. Simplified
and modified atraumatic restora-
tive treatment, a further develop-
ment of atraumatic restorative
treatment (one of the original MID
methods of restoration) and a pre-
ventive method of restoration for
primary teeth that entails partial
caries removal and filling with en-
capsulated self-curing glass iono-
mer cement, has been proposed.
This concept makes preventive
restoration in preschool children,
even by trained dental auxiliaries,
possible. Moreover, effective use of
self-care fluoride toothpaste during
toothbrushing has been suggested
for every age group, especially the
correct minimal amount of tooth-
paste used in children to prevent
both caries and fluorosis.

There are several interesting
MID measures in terms of perio-

in periodontal therapy, and single-
flap orflaplessimplantsurgery. The
effectiveness of the buccal single-
flap approach for surgical debride-
ment of deep intraosseous defects
hasbeenshownto be comparable to
the double-flap approach in terms
of clinical attachment level gain,
probing pocket depth reduction
and minimal gingival recession,
six months post-surgery. Another
method is flapless implant surgery
conducted with help of the tissue
punch technique instead of having
to raise a mucoperiosteal flap. Re-
ports show that this reduced oper-
ational time, accelerated post-sur-
gical healing and even increased
patient comfort in some cases.

Prof. Prathip Phantumvanit is cur-
rently Vice-Chairman of the Pub-
lic Health Committee of the FDI
World Dental Federation. He can

A huge
burden

Dr Mitsuo Okubo
Japan

Dentists in Japan continue
to practise under very difficult
circumstances as the Japanese
society is ageing at the fastest
rate in the world. It only took
my country’s aged population
24 years to go from 7 per cent in
1970 to 14 per centin 1994. The
unique phenomenon of Japan’s
rapid ageing resulted from the
extraordinary increase in aver-
age life expectancy.

Unfortunately, healthy life
expectancy has not kept pace
with this and statistics show
that there are many elderly
people who require nursing for
ten years or more after they
havereached the age of 72. This
places a huge burden not only
on these individuals, but also
on their families and society as
awhole.

Prior to this increase in the
elderly population, the Japan
Dental Association started the
8,020 movementin order to con-
tribute to amore healthy ageing
society by helping people over
the age of 80 retain at least
20 functional teeth. I think you
will agree that the first goal of
dentistry is to sustain and en-
hance oral function until people
reach the end of their life.

Dr Mitsuo Okubo is the presi-
dent of the Japan Dental Asso-
ciation. He can be contacted at
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Dental professionals in
Europe targeted by perio
awareness campaign

DTI

MONACO/MADRID, Spain/
CHICAGO, USA: Periodontal dis-
ease is a major public health issue
that should be addressed increas-
ingly by the medical and dental
communities, the European Feder-
ation of Periodontology (EFP) and
the American Academy of Perio-
dontology (AAP) have stated in a
joint manifesto. In order to convey
this message to more dentists, the
EFP recently launched an interna-
tional awareness campaign aimed
at more than 300,000 professionals
in Europe.

Kicked off at the recent inter-
national symposium of the Swiss
Osteology Foundationin Monaco in
May, the Outreach Campaign aims
to highlight both the relationship
between periodontal and system-
atic diseases, as well as the impor-
tance of periodontitis prevention.
According to the manifesto, which
has been available on the organi-
sation’s website since March, there
is convincing evidence from a large
number of studies that periodontitis
may increase the risk of developing
diabetes or cardiovascular disease,
and may lead to adverse pregnancy
outcomes, such as preterm birth
or low birth weight. Other systemic
conditions such as rheumatoid
arthritis or certain kinds of cancers
are also thought to be influenced by
periodontal inflammation.

In light of this evidence, dental
professionals will have to fun-
damentally change the percep-
tion of their responsibilities as
providers of general health, the
manifesto states. Multidisciplinary
approaches through collaboration
between dental and medical com-
munities, as well as within the den-
tal communities, will have to be
developed further to meet future
patients’ needs.

The content of the manifesto is
based on recommendations made
during a joint EFP/APA workshop,
whichtookplaceinSpainin Novem-
ber last year and drew 80 experts
in the field. The workshop was
held under the leadership of Profs.
Mariano Sanzfrom Spain, Maurizio
Tonetti from Italy, and Niklas Lang
from the University of Hong Kong’s
Faculty of Dentistry. Among other
measures,itrecommends thorough
periodontal evaluation of patients
presenting with signs of systematic
diseases by dentists. It also calls for
more clinical trials and studies re-
searching the effects of periodontal
therapy on several disease factors
in different populations in order to
obtain additional reliable scientific
data on these issues.

Besidesthe manifesto, the cam-
paign will provide information
through regularly updated online
dossiers, video documentaries
and other promotional activities.
A seven-minute clip was present-
ed to the public in Monaco and is

already available on video-sharing
platforms like YouTube.

In addition to the EFP member
associations, the campaign has re-

ceived support from dental consu-
mables provider Colgate-Palmolive’s
GABA and other professional den-
tal bodies. Owing to these partner-
ships, the campaign will be pre-

sented atmostofthe national mem-
ber events throughout the year, the
organisation said. More informa-
tion about the Outreach Campaign
is available on a dedicated website
atperioworkshop.efp.org.

The EFP currently consists of
28national periodontal associations
that boast a combined member-
ship of over 13,000 professionals.
Besides publishing the Journal of
Clinical Periodontology, it hosts
the triannual EuroPerio congress.
The next edition of this event will
take place in London in 2015.

Profs. Niklas Lang, Mariano Sanz and
Maurizio Tonetti discussing the results
ofthe EFP/AAP workshop in Monaco.
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Dr Michael Zuk keeps a collection of
celebrity teeth, which includes the
John Lennon tooth, a dental crown
worn by Elis Presley and one of
Julian Lennon’s baby teeth.

AD

USlab to sequence DNA
from John Lennon’s tooth

DTI

EDMONTON, Canada: Dr
Michael Zuk, the Canadian den-
tist who bought one of John
Lennon’s molars for US$30,000 at
an auction almost two years ago,
has partnered with a laboratory

inthe USto extractthe musician’s
genetic code from the tooth.

“I am nervous and excited at
the possibilitythatwe will be able
to fully sequence John Lennon’s
DNA, very soon I hope. With re-
searchers working on ways to

clone mammoths, the sametech-
nology certainly could make hu-
man cloning reality,” Zuk said.

Further details of the research
project are still being kept confi-
dential. Zuk told Dental Tribune
that he had asked the scientists to
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halt any procedures until the in-
terest of a film crew to document
each step has been secured.

In the 1960s, the famous John
Lennon gave the tooth to his
housekeeper, whose family auc-
tioned it in November 2011. The
tooth has appeared in a number
of media reports and television
documentaries since then. Last
year, Zuk partnered with cele-
brity jeweler Ari Soffer to design
three John Lennon DNA pen-
dants valued at US$25,000 each.
Within the scope of a mouth can-
cer awareness campaign, one
pendant was sent to a group of
dentistsin the UK who were offer-
ing free mouth cancer screening.
With his blog “The Un-Cosmetic
Dentist”, Zuk is also a regular
contributor for the Dental Tribune
website.

Ban removed
on HIV-positive
dental staff

DTI

LONDON, UK: The UK Depart-
ment of Health recently an-
nounced that it will be mod-
ernising the HIV rules that were
implemented in the 1980s to pro-
tect the public better. Part of the
plan is to allow doctors, nurses
and other skilled health care
workers with HIV who are un-
dergoing treatment to perform
certain medical procedures from
which theyare currently banned.

Following independent sci-
entific advice, the department
will lift the ban on health care
workers with HIV being able to
carry out certain dental and sur-
gical procedures from April 2014.
However, strict rules on treat-
ment, monitoring and testing will
be implemented as well to safe-
guard patients. With this reform,
UK authorities aim to bring the
countryinlinewith othernations,
such as Sweden, France, Canada
and New Zealand. Based on case-
by-case decisions, HIV-infected
dentists may be allowed to carry
out procedures if they are on ef-
fective combination antiretroviral
drug therapy, have an undetec-
table viral load and are regularly
monitored by a physician. The
department is now planning to
establish a programme to reg-
ister and monitor health care
workers who have HIV.

According to the department,
there is no record of any patient
ever being infected through a
health care worker in the UK.
There have been only four cases
worldwide. In 1992, a dentist in
Florida in the USA transmitted
HIV to six patients. In 1999,
a French orthopaedic surgeon
transmitted the virus to one
patient. A woman was infected
during a Caesarean section by
a Spanish gynaecologist in 2003.
An additional case was reported
in 2000, when a nurse in France
transmitted HIV to a patient. How-
ever, the exact route of transmis-
sion is unclear in this case.
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Complete canal shaping
with only one single file
in continuous rotation!

No need to buy
. an additional motor.

m Sterile 'mstrument.

Simplifying your endodontic procedures with complete safety and effectiveness is our primary
concern. MICRO-MEGA® now offers you One Shape®, the one and only Niti instrument

in continuous rotation for quality root canal preparations.

Simplicity with efficiency... Quickly simple!
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6 Months Clinical Masters Program

N Implant Dentistry

12 days of intensive live training with the Masters
in Como (IT), Maspalomas (ES), Heidelberg (DE)

Live surgery and hands-on with the masters
INn their own institutes plus online mentoring and
on-demand learning at your own pace and location.

Learn from the Masters of Implant Dentistry:
§‘ ~
A

L |® i — -

Dr. Tiziano Testori Dr. Hom-Lay Wang Dr. Scott D. Ganz Dr. Jose Navarro Dr. Phillipe Russe Dr. Stavros Pelekanos Dr. Marius Steigmann

Registration information:

12 days of live training with the Masters . s
in Como, Heidelberg, Maspalomas + self study Details and dates on www.TribuneCME.com

Curriculum fee: € 11,900 contact us at tel.: +49-341-48474-302 / email: request@tribunecme
(€ 900 when registering, € 3,500 prior to the first session, € 3,500 prior to the second session, € 4,000 prior to the last session)

Collaborate University Latest iPad
on your cases of the Pacific universiTY 0 with courses ADA CERP
o PACIE | sy
and access hours of you will receive a l o all early birds receive
premium video training certificate from the an iPad preloadedwith C . E . CRED'TS
and live webinars University of the Pacific premium dental courses

0 1 H i Tribune America LLC is the ADA CERP provider. ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals
. L . contlnu.lr.lg Educatlor in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors,
Recognltlon Pl'ogl'alTI nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry.
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Becoming one of the top five manufacturers
of dental materials in the world

An interview with Mitsui Chemicals Executive Vice-President Minoru Koshibe in Japan

In a surprising move, German
precious metals group Heraeus
sold its dental business to
Mitsui Chemicals in April. Re-
cently, Dental Tribune Japan
had the opportunity to visit the
company’s headquarters in
Tokyo and sit down with Exec-
utive Vice-President Minoru
Koshibe to talk about the rea-
sons for the acquisition and the
reasons his company, which
specialises in chemicals and
plastics manufacturing,seesits
future in the dental field.

Dental Tribune Japan: Mr
Koshibe, economic growth in
Japan has been slow in recent
years. Wasthisoneofthe major
reasons for the Heraeus acqui-
sition?

Minoru Koshibe: As a diver-
sified chemicals company, 70 per
cent of our business comes from
the manufacturing of chemi-
cals, including petrochemicals.
For this reason, we are naturally
affected by macroeconomic
changes like rising oil prices.
Afterthe Lehman Brothers bank-
ruptcy and the harsh economic
conditions that followed, we no
longer perceived a future of
growth and continuity, so we
decided to move our corporate
direction to areas that would be
less affected by economic cycles,
such as health care.

Although we originally oper-
atedinthe medicalfield, we were
not able to advance immediately

MinoruKoshibe has been serving as Executive Vice-President of Mitsui Chemicals since June. (DTI/Photo Dental TribuneJapan)

envisioned global expansion,
Heraeus seemed to be the best
choice, also because the com-
pany was constantly trying to
expand its reach into dental
CAD/CAM, which is a new busi-
ness segment, for which extra-
ordinary growth in the future is
anticipated. Had Heraeusnothad
such a digital services division,
I guess we would have had to
acquire another company, but
the company’s existing foothold
in the CAD/CAM business was
a decisive factor. Therefore, it
was also the first company we
contacted.

“Despite the difficult market
environment, we still want to
expand our sales channels in
Europe and North America.”

in that business because we sold
this segment very early on. How-
ever, we subsequently started to
develop monomer optical lenses,
which gained a huge market
share in Japan. With Sun Medical
as our next business endeavour,
we planned to expand operations
to a worldwide level. Unfortu-
nately, we soon realised that
this would probably take 20 to
30 years, so we finally decided
to take the plunge and acquire
a company with a global foothold
in the dental materials market.

Had you been looking into
other companies, and what
Jactor made you decide on
Heraeus over all available
options?

We made a list of the top ten
manufacturers of dental materi-
als in the world and narrowed it
down to a few companies after
having reviewed them from
various perspectives. For our

Heraeus has significant
market share in the European
and North American dental
markets. Do you intend to
increase your reach there in
particular?

With the bonding agent Super-
Bond as key product, we have
been operating through Sun
Medical in North America and
Europe already, but sales there
has not met our expectations
in the past. Despite the difficult
market environment, we still
want to expand our sales chan-
nels in Europe and North Amer-
ica, as these are the most impor-
tant markets for materials with
higher price points.

In order to achieve this, we
aim to integrate our technologies
with Heraeus Kulzer’s sales
channels. Dental materials have
shifted to composite resins and
hybrid new materials that meet
various aesthetic requirements,

and we intend to create a synergy
in making the best possible use
of our polymer technologies for
the new digital services. Methyl
methacrylateis certainly the gold
standard at the moment, but we
want to develop dental materials
with new polymers. We believe
the key technology for achieving
this will be CAD/CAM and 3-D
printing.

What outcomes do you ex-
pect from the acquisition for
yourdomesticdental business?

We want dental materials to
become the core of our overall
business. Since Sun Medical is
much smaller than Heraeus, we
decided to establish our dental
materials head office in Ger-
many, which started operations
in April. From there, Sun Medical
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PURE NEWTRON?®, generating wellness

ACTEON® SATELEC® revolutionizes dentistry with the new range of NEWTRON®

ultrasonic generators.

Www.pure-newtron.com
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