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Dental hospitals in Pakistan are
significantly polluted with mercury

New tests confirm lax attitude towards amalgam use and management

Daniel Zimmermann
DTI

ISLAMABAD and RAWALPINDI,
Pakistan: The results of nation-
wide tests conducted throughout
Pakistan have raised the alarm
over the high levels of mercury
pollution in dental hospitals.
In some of the tested sites in
the twin cities of Islamabad
and Rawalpindi, the amount
of the toxic metal detected in
the air was found to be up to
20times higher than acceptable
levels.

According to the monitoring
team from the Sustainable
Development Policy Institute,
an independent development
and policy analysis organisation
in Islamabad, dental personal
working in the affected facilities
were recently informed about
the results and given recom-
mendations about a number of
safety measures. They were also
advised on howtoreduce the use
of mercury in dental practice in
general.

Amalgam remains the most widely used dental restorative in Pakistan. (DTI/Photo Szasz-Fabian Jozsef, Romania)

Despite the availability of al-
ternative filling materials such
as composite resins, amalgam
remains the most widely used
dental restorative in Pakistan.
Waste management of the ma-

terial, however, has tradition-
ally been poor. According to the
results of a study conducted in
2007 by researchers from the
Riphah International Univer-
sity’s dentistry college, over

90 per cent of dentists in the
country still dispose of used
amalgam through regular waste
or the waste-water system. Only
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Legal battle

over dentist’s
death
continues

The death of an Indian dentist
in Ireland, which caused diplo-
matic rows in both countries,
could soon end up in European
courts, as the family of Savita
Halappanavar, who died after
miscarriage of her baby in a
hospital in Galway last October, is
considering taking the case to the
European CourtofJustice in Brus-
sels in June, the newspaper the
Irish Independent has reported.

The medical incident has
been the subject of ongoing de-
bate in the ultra-Catholic coun-
try, as well as internationally,
owing to the circumstances of
Halappanavar’s death, which,
according to reports, has largely
been blamed on medical person-
nel denying her a termination of
pregnancy overthe course of sev-
eral days owing to the country’s
very strict abortion laws. Since
then, the government in Dublin
has drafted a bill to be put before
Parliament that could make
abortion by Irish doctors legal
when the life of the mother is
atrisk.

dation in Monaco. The organisation celebrated its 10" anniversary meeting this year.
(DTI/Photo courtesy of Osteology Foundation, Switzerland) » WORLD NEWS, page 6

DT expands
to South Africa

With Modern Dentistry Media
in Cape Town, another publisher
has recently joined the Dental
Tribune International Publishing
Group. The first Dental Tribune
South Africa edition is going to
bereleased in June together with
Modern Dentistry Media’s flag-
ship publication International
Dentistry South Africa.

Dentophobia
passes generations

Parents can pass dental anxi-
etyontotheirchildren, whichmay
prevent them from attending rou-
tine dental check-ups later in life,
research from the US suggests. In
a survey conducted on over 900
primary caregivers, the percent-
age of children with dentophobia
was higher when parents already
suffered from the condition.

India
hosts FDI
congress

in 2014

In anticipation of this year’s
congress, which will be hosted
by the Turkish Dental Associa-
tion in Istanbul, the FDI World
Dental Federation has disclosed
the venue for the event next year.
According to a press release by
the organisation, its 1024 Annual
World Dental Congress will be
held in New Delhi from 11 to
14 September next year, exactly
ten years after the congress took
place there in 2004.

The event will be hosted by
the FDI in collaboration with its
national member, the Indian
Dental Association, which cur-
rently has over 50,000 members
and operates through 28 state
branches, more than 350 local
branches and one defence
branch.
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CBCT: AN INDISPENSABLE

TECHNOLOGY FOR ALL DENTISTS
Steven A. Guttenberg, DDS, MD
07:00 PM (EST)

APR

Dentists must have a good understanding of the anatomy of
the jaws prior to treating acquired or congenital tooth |0ss,
dental and osseous pathology and trauma, as well as ortho-
gnathic deformities, temporomandibular disorders and soft
tissue and skeletally based sleep disease. CBCT offers a
three-dimensional view of the maxilla, mandible, orbits and
the dentition allowing all dentists to acquire more diagnostic
information prior to invasive or noninvasive therapy. Numer-
ous examples revealing Cone Beam to be an indispensable
aid to every day dentistry will be presented.
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EVALUATION AND MANAGEMENT
OF THE PATIENT WITH ORAL

PRECANCER AND CANCER
Brian Schmidt, DDS, MD, PhD
8:00 p.m. (EST)

JUNE

This course offers a description of the evaluation and
management of the patient with oral precancer & cancer.

Participants will learn:

Understand the clinical features suggestive of oral cancer
Be familiar with new methods of detection and imaging
of oral cancer

Be familiar with oral cancer screening methods for

your practice

@ FREE
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Japan begins standardisation
of dental records with trial

DT Asia Pacific

TOKYO, Japan: The Japanese
Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare is reported to have re-
leased funding for a pilot project
that aims to standardise the
format of electronic records in
dental practices nationwide. If
successful, the measure is sup-
posed to improve the identifica-
tion of victims of crime or mass
disasters such as the March 2011
earthquake.

According to reports by the
Tokyo newspaper The Mainichi
Shimbun, the ministry has allo-
cated ¥21 million (approximately
US$160,000) from its budget for
the project over the next fiscal
year. The new format will be in-
troduced in several dental clinics
by the beginning of 2014, it said.

A review panel will be also
set up in June to discuss the fur-
ther standardisation of record
formats for body identification.

Dental records in Japan have
been primarily stored on paper
or film thus far. This made victim
identification difficult for foren-
sic experts when archives were
swept away or made unusable
by the tsunami following the
March 11 earthquake. In the
coastal town of Minamisanriku
north of Fukushima, for exam-
ple, all dental clinics, along with
their patient files, were de-
stroyed (as reported by Dental
Tribune in September 2011).
Electronic records existed be-
fore the disaster but they were
often stored in different formats,
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Relief workers surveying destruction in Minamisanriku. All dental clinics
including records were destroyed. (DTIl/Photo courtesy ofAmeriCares, USA)

whichmade accessingthe datain
the aftermath laborious because
it first had to be converted.

Overall, dentists were still
able to identify 14 per cent of
the 8,719 bodies through forensic
examination, which accordingto
the President of the Japan Dental
Association, Dr Mitsuo Okubo,
proved significantly more ef-
fective than DNA or fingerprint
matching. In a recent interview,
he told Dental TribuneAsia Pacific
that anew system could expedite
the identification process dra-
matically through automated
dental matching tests. A full-
fledged system is most likely to
be implemented within three to
five years, he predicted.

Owing to its close proximity
to the boundary of two tectonic
plates, Japan experiences be-
tween 1,500 and 2,000 earth-
quakes of different magnitudes
per year.

With over 140,000 casualties,
the most deadly occurred in the
Kanto region in the early 1920s.
The March 11 earthquake is cur-
rently estimated to have killed al-
most 16,000 people and destroyed
or damaged one million homes.

According to recent proba-
bility predictions by geological
experts, another magnitude
7.0 earthquake could strike the
southern part of the country as
early as next year.
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Singapore to extend subsidised dental health care

Daniel Zimmermann
DTI

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s
health minister Gan Kim Yong
hasrecently announced incen-
tives to encourage more dental
clinics and practices to sign
up for the Community Health
Assist Scheme (CHAS), which
provides subsidies for the
treatment of medical and den-
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1 in 20 dentists is reported to
have an amalgam separator in-
stalled in their practice, mainly
owing to financial constraints or
a lack of knowledge regarding
such measures.

Although studies in Europe
have indicated that regular use
of amalgam and its disposal do
not pose significant health risks
to dental personal, exposure to
high levels of mercury has been
proven to damage kidneys, the
nervous system and the gas-
trointestinal tract.

“The health of staff working
under these conditions will be
impairedinthe same way as that
of dental nurses in Norway and
New Zealand, for example, who
were using copper amalgam
afew decades ago,” commented

A SDPI monitoring team testing mer-
cury levels with a Lumex Mercu
Analyserinadental clinic. (DTIl/Photo
courtesy of SDPI, Pakistan)

amalgam expert Lars Hylander
from Sweden. “Also, arecent EU
study indicated substantial loss
of IQ in European dentists due to
mercury exposure.”

Final results from the project
are expected to be published
later this year after the testing
in several cities has been com-
pleted. A first in Pakistan, the
project seeks to provide reliable
data on indoor and outdoor
mercury pollution throughout
the Western Asian country. The
project is being conducted in
collaboration with the Euro-
pean Environmental Bureau
and the Zero Mercury Working
Group, a coalition of non-gov-
ernmental organisations aimed
at the reduction of mercury
worldwide. In addition to den-
tal offices, the project has been
targeting light manufacturing
facilities, among others.

tal conditions. In response to
questions from members of
parliament last month, Yong
revealed that another 50 den-
tal health care facilities are
expected to join the scheme
this year.

Since the introduction of
the programme in January last
year, the number of dental clin-
ics participating in the scheme

has risen to 295, according to
Yong, anincrease of over 20 per
cent compared with last year.

He added that the ministry
aims to focus on underserved
areas in the context of the
expansion but will continue to
maintain an equal geographi-
cal spread of clinics participat-
ing in the scheme nationwide
to make sure that the maxi-

mum of people are able to
claim benefits.

According to the ministry’s
latest figures, over 200,000
people were eligible for sub-
sidy under CHAS by the end
of 2012. A replacement of
the Primary Care Partnership
Scheme, it allows Singapore-
ans over the age of 40 with low
income and disabled people

to seek medical and dental
treatment in private clinics or
practices.

Persons who are fully eligi-
ble for CHAS are able to claim
up to S$240 for each dental
treatment, for example.

Singapore currently boasts
more than 700 dental clinics
and practices nationwide.
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Dear
reader,

Daniel Zimmermann
DTI

Early childhood caries is
among the greatest challenges
that dentist have to face today.
According to latest figures of
the World Health Organisation,
infection rates with the Strepto-
coccus mutans bacterium exceed
70 per centnotonlyin poor coun-
tries but also in some parts of the
developed world. New detection
technologies like laser fluores-
cence have become available in
recentyears, butthe condition re-
mains a complexclinical problem
boasting a multitude of factors.

In our first Paediatric Tribune,
which is included in this edition
of DT Asia Pacific,Dr Man Wai Ng
from the Boston Children’s Hos-
pitalin the USis discussing anew
chronic disease management
approach that has proven suc-
cessful to address the process
of the disease. Along with her
article, you will also find more
insights in other current issues
in paediatric dentistry such as
the risk of radiation exposure
and the treatment of special care
patients. | wish you an interest-
ing read with this edition.

Yours sincerely,
Daniel Zimmermann

Group Editor
Dental Tribune International

Dental Tribune welcomes
comments, suggestions and
complaints at feedback@
dental-tribune.com

AD
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Tooth regeneration: news and hurdles

Dr Jeremy J. Mao
USA

Recently, Prof. Cheng-Ming
Chuong’s group at the University
of Southern California demon-
strated a specialised stem cell
niche thatappearsto enable repet-
itive renewal of alligator teeth.
These findings, along with several
otherimportantreportsin the past
two years or so, will continue to
enrich our understanding of stem/
progenitor cells and regulatory
molecules that are pivotal to tooth
development and regeneration.

Translation of experimental
findings to therapeutics that lead
to human tooth regeneration is
a lengthy process. An important
contribution from Prof. Takashi
Tsuji’s group at the Tokyo Univer-
sity of Science has shown that em-

bryonic tooth germ cells can dif-
ferentiate into tooth-forming cells
and aregenerated tooth. Recently,
Prof. Paul Sharpe’s group at King’s
College London showed that a
combination of embryonic tooth
germ cells and postnatal cells also
led to regenerated tooth organs.

Theremainingtasks forregen-
erating human teeth however are
many: how to replace embryonic
tooth germ cells with adult stem/
progenitor cells and how to enable
alligator tooth succession signals
in humans.

The field of tooth regeneration
has diverged into two subfields:
first, a near-term goal to regener-
ate functional tooth roots that in-
tegrate with the alveolar bone via
a periodontal ligament, and, sec-
ond, a long-term goal to regener-
ate an entire tooth, with enamel,
dentine, dental pulp and cemen-
tum, that also integrates with the
alveolar bone via a periodontal

ligament. These two goals were
delineated in a recent article in
Cell Stem Cell.

Undoubtedly, new discoveries
will advance experimental ap-
proaches step by step towards
regeneration of tooth roots or en-
tire teeth in patients. The question
is not whether (for stem cells do
form teeth during development),
but when we will be able to under-
stand and manipulate stem cells
to form teeth in adult patients. The
timeline depends on not only sci-
entific progress but also regula-
tory approval processes.

Dr Jeremy J. Mao is currently Ed-
win S. Robinson Professor of Den-
tistry at Columbia University in
New York City, USA, and an experton
dental stem cellresearch. He can be
contacted atjmao@columbia.edu.

A complex
clinical situation

CP |:~'

8,
X Dr Sushil Koirala
i Nepal

Ihavenoticedinmypractice that
the demand for treatment of worn
smiles has increased dramatically
over the past decade. Redesign of
worn smiles is one of the most com-
plex clinical situations in dentistry
and requires detailed examination
and evaluation of several factors.

There are various clinical tech-
niques in oral rehabilitation. In my
practice, | use resin composites in
the majority of worn smile redesign
cases and I follow the MICD full-
mouthrehabilitation protocol. Once
I'have restored the smile aesthetics
and built up the posterior teeth
supports, [ customise case finishing.
First, I perform the necessary aes-
thetic finishing, as it is visible to
others and can be most appreciated
by the patient, then in order to
harmonise the occlusal force com-
ponent I perform digital occlusal
analysis and the force finishing
of the case. The final step entails
rechecking for the absence or
presence of para-functional habits
(bruxism and clenching) by asking
the patient to wear a BruxChecker
for three to four nights. After this
period, if grinding patterns are visi-
ble on the BruxChecker, I always
suggest wearing a thin night guard
to the patient. I think the reader
will find these simple clinical steps
for redesigning worn smiles with
minimal biological cost useful.

Contact Info

Dr Sushil Koirala maintains a
private practice that focuses pri-
marely on MICD in Kathmandu,
Nepal. He can be contacted at
skoirala@wlink.com.np.

German Pavilion
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Researchers investigate
regenerative potential
of alligator teeth

DTI

LOS ANGELES, USA: Regrowing
a tooth might be a concept years
away from realization, but scien-
tists in the US and Asia have re-
ported the discovery of a new
source of cells that could help to
stimulate the renewal of dental
cells in humans in the future:
alligators.

Similar to most mammalians,
these cold-blooded animals have
the ability to replace lost teeth
by simply regrowing new ones.
What made them particularly
interesting for the researchers
was the fact that unlike sharks,
whose regenerating teeth are
justan extension oftheirskin, the
structure of an alligator’s denti-
tion is very similar to humans’
dentition, with teeth implanted
in the sockets of the jawbone.

Both humans and alligators
also possess a band of epithelial
tissue, which, after having inves-
tigateditusing microscopyimag-
ing techniques, the researchers
believe to contain cells that trig-
ger the permanent replacement
ofteeth in the animals.

While alligators can replace
their teeth throughout their lives
through this dental lamina, tooth
development in humans usually
stops with the adult teeth, except
for the condition of hyperdontia or
supernumerary teeth, which has
been related to congenital dis-
orders, among other causes. The
research team, which consisted of
researchers and clinicians from
the Keck School of Medicine of the
University of Southern California
(USC) and other institutes in the
US, Taiwan and China, is now
planning to isolate those cells and
investigate their potential for use
in regenerative medicine. They
aim to gather more information
aboutthemolecularnetworks that
are behind the renewal process.

“Ultimately, we want to iden-
tify stem cells that can be used as
a resource to stimulate tooth re-
newal in adult humans who have
lost teeth. But, to do that, we must
first understand how they are
renewed in other animals,” said
Cheng-Ming Choung, head au-
thor and USC pathology professor.

Alligators are estimated to be
able to replace their teeth up to
50 times during their lifetime.
Although specimens of 100 years
and older have been reported by
zoologists, the reptile lives an av-
erage ofbetween 40 and 50years.
The species, whose origins can
be traced back to over 65 million

dental tissue have not proven to
be a substantial source for tooth
bioengineering yet. In recent ex-
periments, however, scientists
from the Dental Institute at King’s

College London reported the suc-
cessful combination of isolated
adult human gingival tissue from
dental patients with tooth-form-
ing cells from mice.

- e fomiey =
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This Chinese alligator can renew its 8o teeth up to 5o times during its lifetime.
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China and the US.
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(DTI/Photo Osteology Foundation, Switzerland)

Concepts in implant therapy discussed

Osteology Foundation celebrates anniversary meeting in Monaco

DTI

MONACO: Immediate implan-
tation in combination with bio-
materials can effectively prevent
bone resorption after tooth ex-
traction. This was one of the key
findings presented at the tenth
International Osteology Sym-

posium in the principality of
Monaco last month.

Well-known periodontologist
Prof. Jan Lindhe from Sweden
told event participants in a
keynote lecture that although
bone resorption in the mesiodis-
tal dimension can be prevent-

ed through immediate implant
placement preclinical studies
have shown that ridge preserva-
tion procedures with biomaterials
are usually required to preserve
the bucco-palatal dimension too,
adiscovery also confirmed by fel-
low presenter Dr Dietmar Weng
from Germany.

The 17th China Int’l
Exhibition & Symposium

on Dental Equipment,
Technology & Products

1st China International Forum on Dental CAD/CAM

The 3rd Shanghai Academic Conference on Implant Dentistry
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Shanghai, China
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Presentations on other im-
portant aspects of dental implant
therapy included soft-tissue
management and peri-implan-
titis, the frequency of which,
according to presenter Bjorn
Klinge from the Department of
Dental Medicine at the Karolin-
ska Institutet in Stockholm, Swe-
den, remains difficult to assess
owing to contradictory scientific
data and differences regarding
its definition. While the preva-
lence of the condition itself re-
mains a matter of debate, there
was general agreement that
primary contributing factors in-
clude inadequate bone volume,
as well as the distance between
and the position of the implants.

In addition, new clinical
evidence was presented that
supports the assumption that
sufficiently keratinised mucosa
around implants can prevent
peri-implantitis. Biomaterials of-
fer significant advantages over
connective tissue grafts or free
gingival grafts in this regard
because their use has demon-
strated greater patient satisfaction
owing to the reduction in oper-
ating time and post-operative
pain, according to US periodon-
tist Todd Scheyer.

Thisyearwasthe second time
that the Osteology Foundation
held its scientific symposium in
Monaco. Established through a
partnership between Dr Peter
Geistlich, founder and former
CEO of the company with the
same name, Dr Philip Boyne
from the Loma Linda University
and Harvard professor Myron
Spector a decade ago, the foun-
dation based in Switzerland has
become a leading platform for
research on regenerative ther-
apies for oral tissue.

Since 2003, it has spent
CHFO0.5 million annually for
funding scientific studies on the
topics of regenerative dentistry
and dental-tissue engineering,
according to its figures, among
them a recent paper by a clinical
team from the Faculty of Den-
tistry at the Complutense Uni-
versity of Madrid that evaluated
a novel flapless technique for
cleft-palate repair by injection of
a BMP-2-containing hydrogel.

Overall, more than 40 stud-
ies conducted by researchers
around the world have been
financially supported this way
over the last ten years, the foun-
dationsaid. Thisyear’s Osteology
Research Prize was awarded to
clinicians from Spain and Italy.

It also holds regular scientific
symposia to educate practitioners
on the subject of regenerative
dentistry. This year’s edition drew
2,700 participants to Monaco. Be-
sides 60 scientific presentations,
the event offered pre-congress
hands-on workshops, a research
forum, a poster exhibition and
an industry showcase. The next
edition is to be held in 2016.
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Replacing toothbrush after sore
throat may be unnecessary

WASHINGTON, USA: Research-
ers from the US have found that it
may not be necessary to discard
children’s toothbrushes upon diag-
nosis of streptococcal pharyngitis,
as is commonly advised. Their
study showed no evidence of in-
creased bacterial growth on the
toothbrushes of infected children.

In a preliminary experiment,
the researchers grew group A
streptococcus (GAS), the bacterium
that causes strep throat, on tooth-

US adults
delay
dental care

DTI

SYRACUSE, NY, USA: A survey
of more than 1,000 US adults has
revealed that 36 per cent have de-
layed or would delay dental treat-
ments owing to their current finan-
cial situation. Although more than
80 per cent knew about the long-
term financial implications of ne-
glecting oral health, many people
seemed to put dental care off until
they experienced significant pain
or had a dental emergency, the in-
vestigators said.

The survey involved 501 men
and 504 women aged 18 and older.
Itwas conducted asatelephone sur-
veybymarketresearch agency ORC
International on behalf of Aspen
Dental, one of the largest networks
of dental care providers in the US,
between 28 Feb and 3 March.

Overall, the results were in line
with other studies that found a
general decline in health care
spending. More than 30 per cent of
the people surveyed reported that
their net salary was lower this year
thanin 2012. Moreover, 44 per cent
hadno dentalinsurance. The num-
ber was especially high among
those with an annual income below
US$35,000 (61 per cent), the inves-
tigators said.

They also found that only 1 in
10 agreed that routine dental visits
were critical to their overall well-
being.

“Since the recession began five
years ago, the patients who walk
through my doors have been
increasingly stressed out about
whether they can afford the care
theyneed,” said Dr Nathan Laugh-
rey, who runs a number of Aspen
Dental practices. “The survey is
a stark reminder of the need to
improve public understanding
abouttheimportance of dental care
to overall health, as well as create
a better understanding about the
long-term effects ofignoring dental
visits, including the link between
gum disease and other serious
conditions such as diabetes and
stroke.”

brushes in the laboratory. They ob-
served that the bacteria remained
on the toothbrush for at least
48 hours. However, GAS also grew
on new control toothbrushes that
had not been exposed to the bac-
terium but had been removed from
their sterile packaging.
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Inthe subsequenthuman study,
14 patients diagnosed with strep
throat, 15 patients with sore throat
and 27 healthy individuals aged 2
to 20 were instructed to brush their
teeth for more than one minute
using anewtoothbrush. When test-
ing for bacterial growth, the re-

searchers found GAS only on one
toothbrush, which had been used
by a patient without strep throat.

“The study supports that it is
probably unnecessary to throw
away your toothbrush after diag-
nosis of strep throat,” said Dr Judith

L. Rowen, co-author of the study
and associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch’s
Department of Pediatrics, which
conducted the research. Asthe cur-
rent study only involved a small
sample size, larger studies are
needed to confirm that GAS does
not grow on toothbrushes used at
home by children with an infec-
tion, she added.

The findings were presented at
the annual meeting of the Pediatric
Academic Societies in Washington,
DC, in May.
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Bupa takeover of
Dental Corporation
is close to completion

DT Asia Pacific

MELBOURNE, Australia/LONDON,
UK: The Supreme Court of Victo-
ria in Melbourne, Australia, last
month approved Bupa’s acquisi-
tion of Dental Corporation (DC)
from Fortis Healthcare Interna-
tional in Singapore. The British
company is expected to become
sole owner of Australia and New
Zealand’s largest dental chain by
the end of May.

In a press release, Managing
Director of Bupa Australia and
New Zealand Dean Holden said
thathis company will be focusing
on aligning both businesses
seamlessly over the next few
months. To this end, it will con-
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Dean Holden (DTI/Phoio Bupa, UK)

sult closely with DC’s senior
management and staff.

Representatives of DC con-
firmed that the majority of its
shareholders had agreed to the
owner change.

The acquisition is Bupa’s first
venture into the dental health
care business. In addition to in-
surance, the company offers a
number of other health-related
services to 13 million customers
in Europe, Asia, Latin America
and the Middle East.

Fortis’s Singapore subsidiary
divested its 64 per cent majority
stake in DC atthe end oflast year,
saying that it needed to cut debt

in its global business. According
to Bupa, it will pay more than
A$370 million (US$385 million)
for the transaction, of which
the Indian health care giant will
receive 72 per cent or A$270
million (US$261 million). The
remaining A$100 million (US$97
million) will be paid to DC em-
ployees directly over the course
ofthe nextthree years,according
to the company.

DC currently employs more
than 2,300 people, including
560 dentistsin Australia and New
Zealand. For the last fiscal year,
the chainreported netrevenue of
A$339 million (US$328 million)
fromits dental businessesinboth
markets.

Italian-Chinese collaboration

agreement signed

Capital Medical University’s School of Stomatology
partners with University of Genoa

| . Wy
Prof. Stefano Benedicenti

ow.,

wersity of Genoa’s laser dentistry depart-

ﬂeﬁ)om the Un,

ment and Dr Yuzxing Baifrom the Capital Medical University’s School of Stomatology.
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BEIJING, China/GENOA, Italy:
On 10 May, Dr Yuxing Bai, Vice
Dean of the Capital Medical Uni-
versity’s School of Stomatology,
and Prof. Stefano Benedicenti,
Dean ofthe University of Genoa’s
laser dentistry department,
signed an international collab-
oration agreement on higher
education in Beijing to boost sci-
entific exchange between both
institutions.

The agreement is aimed at
developing research and train-
ing programmes of mutual in-
terest to each institution.

The programmes organised
within this agreementwill award
degrees from each university
and courses will be held in both
countries to increase the ex-
change of scientific concepts and
experiences, which is especially
important when complex equip-
ment such as lasers is involved.

The immediate result of this
collaboration is the first Inter-
national Fellowship in Laser
Dentistry Postgraduate Diploma,
which is being promoted in
China. The course’s first module
was offered to a selected number
of doctors. However, a greater
number of participants will be
able to enrol for the July and
August modules. In September,
a Chinese delegation from Cap-
ital Medical University and
all fellowship participants will
travel to Italy, where the partici-
pants will sit the examination
and receive the University of
Genoa diploma.

This fellowship offers an
important opportunity to obtain
high-level medical training in
laser dentistry, a growing field
that requires in-depth knowl-
edge, experience and proper
equipment.

Dental laser manufacturers
Beijing Tongxin Technology
& Trading and doctor smile
(LAMBDA SpA) coordinated the
event at which the agreement
was signed.

With growth in
China, GlamSmile
targets expansion

Dental Tribune Asia Pacific

BEILJING, China: Cosmetic den-
tistry provider GlamSmile con-
tinues to grow in China. Accord-
ing to the Beijing company, it
generated more than 4.5 million
in revenue in local currency
from its four veneer studios last
month. It has also announced
that it is currently in the process
of hiring new staff for the three
new studios it intends to open
later this year in several cities in
south central China.

Construction work for studios
in Guangzhou, to be located in
the city’s International Finance
Centre, and Wuhan commenced
recently. A studio in Shenzhen
is currently in predevelopment,
GlamSmile has reported.

According to the company, its
current flagship studio in Beijing
will be moved from its current
location to the central business
district of the capital and be ex-
panded in order to accommodate
up to 15 chairs.

This was the first studio run
by GlamSmile in China when it
opened in 2008.

“We are confident that our
revenue will grow by leaps and
bounds, since dental care expens-
esperpersonin China are still very
low compared with other countries.
There is a lot of room for growth
in the near future,” commented
CEO David Lok on the plans.

Dental veneers are part of
China’s booming cosmetic sur-
gery market, which is estimated
to be worth more than US$2.4 bil-
lion. Lok told Dental Tribune Asia
Pacific that his company aims to
increase its current staff by more
than 40 per cent for the expan-
sion. Besides its studio in Beijing,
it maintains three operations
in Shanghai, Wenzhou and the
Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region.

GlamSmile studios have been
putinto operation in over 40 cities
around the world since the con-
cept was launched in Europe and
the US in 2007. In Asia, franchise
studios have been opened in
Malaysia and Taiwan. The system
developed and distributed by
Remedent is based on a one-at-
a-time veneer placement method
that, according to the Belgian
company, involves a proprietary
fabrication technique and a sin-
gle-motion placement tray. It is
supposed to allow dentists to seat
ten veneers within an hour.
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