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CANBERRA, Australia: Mil-
lions of patients Down Under
are breathing a sigh of relief, as
a new scheme for subsidised
dental care went through the
upper house in November. 

The government programme
will replace the recently closed
Chronic Disease Dental Scheme
(CDDS) and aims to provide
better access to dental ser-
vices for children, as well as
low-income adults and pen-
sioners.

The Labor government de-
cided to close the CDDS in
 August this year, claiming that
the costs had skyrocketed since
it was implemented by the
Howard government in the 
year 2007. Funding for those
 eligible for the scheme will ex-
pire by the end of this month,
they said.

Under the CDDS, patients
with chronic illnesses and com-
plex care needs were able to
claim benefits of AUS$4,250
(US$4,440) for dental treatment
by a private dentist when re-
ferred by a doctor.

Starting in January 2014, the
new scheme, called the Den-
tal Benefits Amendment Bill
2012, will provide AUS$1,000
(US$1,045) over two years for
families with children under
the age of 17 who require ba-
sic dental treatment. Adults

with concession cards, includ-
ing pensioners, will be able to
 access the scheme later that
year.

Overall, the government
will stump up AUS$4 billion
(US$4.18 billion) over six years

for subsidised dental health
care. Services in underserved
areas are also expected to
 receive a financial injection of
AUS$225 million (US$235 mil-
lion) over the same period.
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Nakanishi speaks
Japanese manufacturer
aims for global leadership
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Industry Down Under
An interview with ADIA’s
Trevor Martin
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Anterior restorations
How to skilfully combine
materials 

Australian Senate passes dental care bill

In an effort to boost the use 
of measures to identify victims 
of crimes and natural disasters,
dental students in Japan will be
required to answer questions on
forensic dentistry in upcoming
national dentistry examinations.
The changes will be implement -
ed by 2014 and followed by in-
vestments into training that will
provide students with enhanced
knowledge about how to identify
 bodies with the help of dental
records, the country’s Ministry of
Health announced.

Approximately 1,200 uniden-
tified human bodies are found 
in Japan each year. In 2011, this
number increased significantly
owing to devastations caused 
by the Tōhoku earthquake and
the resulting tsunami. While 
10 per cent of the victims were
identified by their teeth, ac -
cording to figures of the Ja-
pan Dental Association, forensic
 dentistry experts in Japan lack
ex perience and are too few with
only half a dozen experts avail-
able in some of the country’s
provinces. DT

Japan to
 invest into
forensics

Representatives of the Ma -
laysia Dental Association have
criticised aspects of the country’s
new dental bill at a joint meeting
of the Malaysian and Singapore
dental communities in De -
cember. President elect Dr Neoh
Gim Bok said that his organi -
sation is currently in  discussions
with political stakeholders in
 order to resolve the key issues
 recently put forward by the pro-
posal.

Issued earlier this year, the
bill is supposed to replace the
1971 Dental Act, which regulates
the practice of dentistry in
Malaysia. Among other things, it
has been under scrutiny for ex-
cessive penalties and making it
too easy for foreign practitioners
to obtain temporary licences to
practice. DT

Bill discussed
at Malaysia
dental
 meeting

The Swiss manufacturer an-
nounced that is has taken legal
action against various dental ma-
terials enterprises. The Chinese
and South Korean companies al-
legedly violated Sulzer’s trade-
mark and patent rights at the re-
cent Greater New York Dental
Meeting by offering counterfeit
mixing tips. DT

Sulzer suits copiers
in China, Korea

Global dental products pro -
vider Sirona has a new CEO. 
As from 20 February 2013, Jef-
frey T. Slovin will succeed Jost
Fischer, who has held the po -
sition for 11 years. Fifty-eight-
year-old Fischer will be retir-
ing, giving up his position as
both CEO and chairman of the
board. DT

Sirona Dental
 appoints new CEO
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Primarily children are supposed to benefit from the new scheme. (DTI/Photo Zou Zou)
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Healthy teeth produce a radiant smile. We strive to achieve this goal on a daily basis. It inspires
us to search for innovative, economic and esthetic solutions for direct filling procedures and
the fabrication of indirect, fixed or removable restorations, so that you have quality products
at your disposal to help people regain a beautiful smile.

Distinguished by innovation
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SHANGHAI, China: Atten-
dance figures for DenTech China
increased by another 4.3 per 
cent this year, UMB ShowStar,
the organiser of China’s second-
largest dental show, has re-
ported. In addition to the growth
in professional visitors, the ex -
hibition saw 16 per cent higher
participation by industry.

According to the latest fig-
ures, almost 600 manufacturers
and dealers of dental materials
and equipment took part in
 DenTech China 2012, almost half
of which were companies from
abroad, with the US and Ger-
many having the greatest re -
presentation. The company said
to have registered more than
68,000 visitors during the show
held at the Shanghai World Expo

Exhibition and Convention Cen-
ter in late October.

The event also featured a
four-day dental conference, a
number of forums on specialties
like implantology, and the sixth
Asian Dental Lab Outsourcing
Exhibition.

DenTech China, which was
first held in 1994, is staged an -
nually in collaboration with the
Chinese Stomatology Association
and the School of Stomatology at
Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
among other dental institutions.
Since March 2012, all opera-
tional activities have been man-
aged by Shanghai UBM ShowStar
Exhibition, a recently formed
joint venture between UBM, a
UK-based B2B communications
provider with offices in Shang-
hai, Beijing and Hong Kong,

which holds 70 per cent of the
company, and the previous
owner of DenTech, Shanghai
ShowStar Exhibition Service. Its
next show will be held again in
October next year.

In terms of visitors, DenTech
China currently ranks second
 after Sino-Dental in Beijing, with
70,000 visitors. Dental South
China in Guangzhou, the third
major dental show, reportedly at-
tracted 30,000 visitors in 2012. In
addition, smaller dental shows in
cities like Xi’an and Nanjing have
recently entered the market.

According to estimates of the
National Bureau of Statistics in
Beijing, China boosts a dental
workforce of 120,000, a number
equal to dentists living in Ger-
many, France and the Benelux
States combined. DT

DenTech Shanghai gains
more ground in China

While the Green party, La-
bor’s coalition partner in the
current minority government,
applauded the new scheme as a
historic step towards the pro-
posed universal dental health
care system, members of the
opposition have lambasted the
bill for overstretching the gov-
ernment’s budget. Dentists too
have criticised the implemen-

tation of the scheme only in
early 2014, which will leave
children and adults previously
covered by the CDDS without
proper care for over 12 months.

“Treatment of the chroni-
cally ill, for which this scheme
was designed, is often complex,
requiring an extended period,”
commented Dr Shane Fryer,
President of the Australian
Dental Association recently. 
“A 12-week period to complete

treatment will mean that pa-
tients under the CDDS will not
be able to finalise their treat-
ment plans.”

Liberals claim that approxi-
mately one million patients
have benefited from the CDDC
so far. The new scheme will
provide more than three mil-
lion children and an additional
one million adults with access
to dental care, according to the
government. DT
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HONG KONG: What do Tan
Ming-Yi, Min-Cheol Song and
Darapan Pattanapichakorn have
in common? All three dental
 students are winners of clinical
case and research competitions
held by DENTSPLY Asia during
this year’s annual meeting of 
the International Association 
for Dental Research South-East
Asian Division (IADR SEA) in
 November.

In addition to its annual Stu-
dent Clinician Program (SCP),
which saw National University 
of Singapore student Ming-Yi
come tops with her presentation
on 3-D repositioning accuracy of
semi-adjustable articulator cast
mounting systems, the dental
manufacturer held its CERAM-X
and Endodontic Case Contest.
While the latter went to Patta na -
pichakorn from the Chulalong -
korn University in Bangkok,
Thailand, the aesthetic dentistry
contest produced four winners
from universities in South Korea,
Malaysia, Taiwan and the Philip-
pines. They were awarded cer-
tificates and prize money, among
other things.

According to DENTSPLY, SCP
winner Ming-Yi will be funded 
to present her research poster
along with winners of student
competitions from other regions
around the world at the annual
meeting of the American Dental
Association in New Orleans next
year. The US-based dental group
currently holds its SCP contests
in over 35 countries. Initiated in
the US in 1959, the programme
aims to support and promote un-
dergraduate research at dental
schools and universities world-
wide. 

“Magnetic mounting systems
have gained popularity in re-
cent years, but this has not been
investigated in detail,” Ming-Yi
told Dental Tribune Asia Pacific.
“We compared a conventional
screwed-on semi-adjustble ar-
ticulator cast mounting system
with five magnetic mounting
 systems. Based on our study, 
the conventional screwed-on
system was found to be compa -
rable to several magnetic sys-
tems in terms of repositioning
 accuracy.”

Other entries to the com -
petitions included an evalua-
tion of the effect of carbamide
peroxide on the enamel bond
strength of composite resins at
different post-bleaching times,
and the use of Buntot-tigre, 
a flowering plant of the Sanse-
vieria genus from the Philip-
pines, as antimicrobial dental
floss. All parti cipants were
 winners of their  national con-
tests.

More than 5,000 students
have participated in the SCP
since its inception. DENTSPLY’s

Asian division has been conduct-
ing its South-East Asia pro-
grammes since 2002. This year
was the first time that the com-
pany held all three contests to-
gether at one event. More than 
15 students from 10 countries in
the Asia Pacific region took part

in the competitions, according 
to Clinical Marketing Manager
Stephen Ong. 

He announced that his com-
pany had recently formed a part-
nership with the IADR SEA and
will be the exclusive host of its

SCP contests at the organisa-
tion’s annual meeting for the
next four years. 

The next competition cov-
ered by the contract will be held
during the 2013 IADR Asia Pacific
Region meeting in Bangkok. DT
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NUS student Ming-Yi (right) receiving
her SCP award.
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DENTSPLY Asia announces
 winners of student competitions
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COLOGNE, Germany: The
 development of CAD/CAM and
implantology will continue to
be the determining trends at 
the next International Dental
Show, representatives of the
 organiser Koelnmesse and the
Association of German Den-
tal Manufacturers (VDDI) told
reporters at a press confer-
ence in Germany. Besides these
mega topics, the use of lasers 
in different fields of dentistry
will be given particular atten-
tion.

Reportedly, more than 1,900
dental manufacturers and dis-
tributors have registered for
next year’s event, which has
been expanded by 5,000 sqm
and will fully occupy another
hall at the Koelnmesse fair-
ground in Cologne. 

According to Koelnmesse’s
chief operating officer, Katha-
rina C. Hamma, the increase in
exhibitors this year is due to the
high demand from companies
abroad, which has grown by 
10 per cent compared with the
last IDS. While the number of
domestic businesses will remain
the same, almost two-thirds 
(68 per cent) of all companies
exhibiting in 2013 will come
from outside Germany.

“IDS will prove its position
as the global leading trade 
show in the dental industry
once again. Its success is an
 en dorsement of our trade show
concept,” Hamma explained.
“Therefore, we will be retain-
ing the successful formula for
the upcoming event.”

Her company, which hosts
other well-known international
trade events like Art Cologne
and gamescom, stages the
global dentistry showcase in
partnership with the commer-
cial enterprise of the VDDI and
the Society for the Promotion 
of the Dental Industry (Gesell -
schaft zur Förderung der Den-
tal-Industrie) every two years.
The last edition, held in March
2011, drew 1,954 exhibitors 
and 118,000 professional visi-
tors to Cologne, according to
 reports.

Hamma announced that in
addition to professional activi-
ties presented by the German
Dental Association and the
 Association of German Dental
Technicians’ Guilds (VDZI), the
Federal Association of Dental
Alumni (BdZA) in Germany 
will be hosting a Generations’
Lounge for the first time at next
year’s IDS, which is intended 
to serve as a meeting point for
dental students, practice new-
comers and established prac -
titioners. 

Furthermore, visitors will
be able to learn more about the

latest products and technolo-
gies at the customary Speakers’
Corner (in Hall 3.1).

The IDS app will also be up-
dated in the upcoming weeks.
The application, available for
several smartphones, allows

users to search for information
on exhibitors and products
ahead of the show.

The next edition is sched-
uled to open its doors with the
usual Dealers’ Day on 12 March
2013. More than 120,000 dental

professionals from Germany
and abroad are expected to
 attend the event from 12 to 
16 March to update their knowl-
edge on the latest develop-
ments and trends in dental
equipment and materials, ac-
cording to Hamma. DT
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Koelnmesse COO Katharina C. Hamma
aims for a new record-breaking IDS. 
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Foreign demand drives world’s
largest dental showcase
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MALATYA, Turkey: Men in
their thirties with inflamed
gums caused by severe perio -
dontal disease are three times
more likely to suffer from erec-
tile dysfunction, Turkish re-
searchers have found. The

study results confirm previous
research from India from 2011
that linked both conditions.

In their study, Turkish re-
searchers compared 80 men
with erectile dysfunction with 
a control group of 82 men with-
out erection problems. They

found that 53 per cent of the
men with erectile dysfunction
had inflamed gums compared
with 23 per cent in the control
group. 

When the results were ad-
justed for other factors, such as
age, body mass index, house-

hold income and education
level, the men with severe peri-
odontal disease were 3.29 times
more likely to suffer from erec-
tion problems than the men
with healthy gums were.

The men in both groups
were aged 30 to 40, with an av-
erage age of just under 36, and
there were no significant dif -
ferences when it came to body
mass index, household income
or education. 

Their sexual function was
assessed according to the Inter-
national Index of Erectile Func-
tion and their gum health using
the plaque index, bleeding on
probing, probing depth and
clinical attachment level.

“Erectile dysfunction is a
major public health problem
that affects the quality of life 
of some 150 million men, and
their partners, worldwide,” said
lead author Dr Faith Oguz from
İnönü University in Ma la tya,
Turkey. 

“Physical factors cause near -
ly two-thirds of cases, mainly
because of problems with the
blood vessels, with  psy  cho  logi cal
issues like emotional stress and
depression accounting for the
remainder.”

According to Oguz, many
studies have reported that
chronic periodontitis (CP) may
induce systemic vascular dis-
eases, such as coronary heart
disease, which has been linked
with erection problems.

“To our knowledge, erectile
dysfunction and CP in humans
are caused by similar risk fac-
tors, such as ageing, smoking,
diabetes mellitus and corona-
ry artery disease,” said Oguz. 
“We therefore excluded men
who had systemic disease and
who were smokers from this
study.”

“We particularly selected
men aged between 30 and 40 to
assess the impact of CP on erec-
tile dysfunction without the
 results being influenced by the
effects of ageing. The results of
our study support the theory
that CP is present more often in
patients with erectile dysfunc-
tion than those without and
should be considered a factor 
by clinicians treating men with
erection problems.” DT

Erectile dysfunction affects about
150 million men worldwide.

Men with erection problems three times
more likely to have inflamed gums 

Strategic Partner Supported by
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NEW YORK, USA: As movement
between countries has become in-
creasingly unrestricted, people are
able to receive medical treatment
almost wherever they like and
medical tourism has thus become a
growing phenomenon. A new sur-
vey of 18,713 adults aged between
16 and 64 from 24 countries has
found that 18 per cent of people are
willing to travel to another country
for medical or dental care. 

In addition, about 36 per cent
reported that they would probably
consider going abroad to receive
treatment. These were predomi-
nantly younger adults, either be-
low the age of 35 (19 per cent) or 
between 35 and 49 (19 per cent). 
A pproximately 46 per cent, mainly

aged between 50 and 64 (15 per
cent), said that they would not
travel to another country for med-
ical reasons.

With an average of 32 per cent,
medical tourism was most appeal-
ing to people from India, Indonesia,

Russia, Mexico and Poland, accord-
ing to the investigators. In com -
parison, survey participants from
Japan, South Korea, Spain, France,
Belgium and Sweden were the least
likely to travel for medical treat-
ment. Only an average of about 
7 per cent of participants from these

countries said that they would
travel abroad for medical care.

People who were employed
were more likely to consider treat-
ment abroad than unemployed
 individuals were; and more men
(19 per cent) than women (17 per
cent) would travel to another coun-
try for medical treatment, accord-
ing to the survey. Many participants
said that they would be willing to
travel for medical treatment if the
costs were significantly lower than
in their home country, the investi-
gators said. DT

DTI

CHICAGO, USA: The American
Dental Association has recently
published an update of its 2004
 re commendations for prescription 
of dental radiographic examina-
tions. In collaboration with various
dental and other institutions, the
organisation aimed to provide a
document to guide practitioners 
in using diagnostic imaging appro-
priately in daily practice.

Among other topics, the docu-
ment covers receptor selection,
hand-held X-ray units, technique
charts and radiation-risk commu-
nication, which were not covered 
in the earlier version. In addition,
ADA updated its recommendations
for shielding to be consistent with
guidelines established by the Na-
tional Council on Radiation Protec-
tion and Measurements (NCRP).
For example, it now recommends
the use of thyroid collars for all
 patients, which was recommended
only for children and pregnant
women before.

Rather than being a standard,
the new set of recommendations 
is intended to serve as a useful
 resource that dentists can refer to 
if their patients have questions or
concerns about the level of radia-
tion exposure, said Dr Sharon
Brooks, professor emeritus at the
University of Michigan and a con-
sultant to the ADA Council on
 Scientific Affairs. “We are encour-
aging dentists to look at the issue 
of selecting radiographic exami -
nations for their patients on an 
in dividual basis, not as a one-size-
fits-all,” she said.

According to the NCRP, radia-
tion exposure from dental diagnos-
tics accounts for about 0.2 per cent
of the total exposure from natural
and man-made sources in the 
US (3.6 mSv). Nevertheless, ADA
re commends that dentists weigh 
the benefits of taking radiographs
against the possible risk of expos-
ing patients to X-rays, as the effects
may accumulate from multiple
sources over time. DT

ADA updates
imaging
guidelines  
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One in five patients worldwide
would consider medical tourism

For incipient caries even a minimally invasive therapy will 
sacrifice healthy hard tissue. Icon now offers a revolutionary 
solution – entirely without drilling: caries infiltration.
The progression of incipient caries can be stopped early this 
way and healthy tooth structure is preserved.

Icon is indicated for incipient caries with non-cavitated enamel 
and a radiological lesion progression into the outer third of 
dentine. Treatment sets are available for proximal and smooth 
surface applications.
More information: www.drilling-no-thanks.com

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

S

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

cgnipoptS

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

raeseirac

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

– ylr

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    w

S

ehT
ulos
rcas

roF         
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    dtuohtiw

cgnipoptS

itthtthtlhd
bnacseiractneipicnifonoissergorp
seirac:gnillirdtuohtiwyleritne–noitu
fowonnocI.eussitdrahyhtlaehecifir
avniyllaminimaneveseiractneipicni        

        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    u–gnillir

raeseirac

fiM
paecafrus
rTTr.enitned
oidaradna
idnisinocI

d
s ihtylraedeppotse

.noitartlifnis
y ranoituloverasreffeff

l liwyparehtevisa        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    .oncIesu

– ylr

khtillidit
.snoitacilp

mixorproffoelbaliavaerastestnemtaer
oehtotninoissergorpnoisellacigolo

ac-nonhtiwseiractneipicniroffodetaci        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

h toomsdnalam
f odrihtretu

l emanedetativa        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

yaw

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

eserpsierutcurtshtootyhtlaehdnay

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

roffonieroM.devr

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

moc.sknaht-on-gnillird.www:noitamr

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

m

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

        
        
      

         
      

        
         

        
 

  

    
    

AD

DTAP1212_07_News  12.12.12  17:00  Seite 1





Sales of dental equipment in
Australia have fallen again
this year, according to a re-
port by the Australian Dental
Industry Association (ADIA).
Dental Tribune Asia Pacific
had the opportunity to speak
with the organisation’s newly
elected national president
and Gunz Dental managing
director, Trevor Martin, about
the reasons for the decline
and the prospects for the in-
dustry Down Under.

DT Asia Pacific: The latest
figures released by your or-
ganisation show that the den-
tal market in Australia has
declined for the second con-
secutive year. Is this still the
effect of the global financial
crisis or are there other rea-
sons for this negative perfor -
mance?

Trevor Martin: The overall
decline was actually quite small
but significant in a sector that
had grown by around 6 to 8 per
cent annually for more than two
decades. The decline is a result
of the crisis, but not necessarily
for the reasons that people
think. The Australian govern-
ment introduced a number of
incentives in the early days of
the financial crisis to sustain 
the economy. This saw dental
practices making new invest-
ments in equipment, particu-
larly large equipment, which
drove growth and overall sales
to record highs. The overall
 decline is actually coming off
that peak.

That said, both the data and
anecdotal evidence from ADIA
members confirm that the
 market has softened in the past
18 months. It’s certainly a com-
petitive place to do business,
with conditions tougher than
they were a few years ago.
That’s why ADIA is delivering 
a range of support programmes
and tools, such as the “Aus-
tralian Dental Industry Intel -
ligence Report”, that allow
member businesses to make
 informed decisions about the
direction of their business to
help them face the future with
confidence.

According to the Bureau 
of Statistics in Canberra, the
Australian economy is grow-
ing rapidly and is about to
overtake Spain as the 12th

largest economy in the world.
Do you expect any impact on
the dental industry from this
development?

Australia’s economic growth
needs to be put into context. It 
is true that we are relatively
well positioned internationally,
with GDP growth at more than 
3 per cent, unemployment at
slightly above 5 per cent and the
federal government’s budget

returning to surplus this year.
However, the bureau data also
shows that this is largely driven
by extraordinary growth in the
mining sector, which is sustain-
ing the overall economy. The
non-mining sector is basically

flat and for this reason ADIA ex-
pects that the dental industry
will grow in the short term, but
at a rate lower than the long-
term average.

The Australian government
recently agreed to a AUS$4
billion dental care package.
Could this benefit the sales of
dental equipment?

The Australian govern-
ment’s announcement is wel-
come and addresses some very
real impediments to dental and
oral health care. That being
said, the expert analysis com-
missioned by ADIA shows that
the impact of the announce-
ment on sales of dental products
will be negligible, as the gov-
ernment’s new programmes
are only repackaging existing
spending. 

Indeed, government expen-
diture on dental and oral health
care services will actually de-
crease in the current financial
year, with the new measures
not being implemented until
2013.

The dental service indus-
try in your country is growing
by 2.5 per cent. Are Australian
dentists becoming lazy in-
vestors?

That’s an unfair character -
isation. The dental profession
in Australia has a strong track
record of pioneering new tech-
nologies and investing in new
products and services. Indeed,
when the Australian govern-

ment provided incentives to
 invest in new equipment at 
the onset of the crisis, the den-
tal profession responded posi-
tively.

Earlier this year, ADIA held
the ADX Sydney dental exhibi-
tion, Australia’s premier dental
event. Attendance increased 
by a whopping 24 per cent and
ADIA members reported strong
on-site sales. Are dentists cau-
tious? Sure. Are dentists look-
ing for a good deal? Certainly.
Are they lazy investors? That is
not how ADIA would describe
them.

The dental market in de-
veloped markets is changing
significantly owing to new
technologies like dental CAD/
CAM. Have Australian den-
tists followed the trend?

The dental profession in
Australia is an early adopter 
of new technologies and this
continues to drive sales in key
product areas. The uptake of
products that utilise CAD/CAM
technology is a good example of
Australian dentistry picking up,
and some might say leading, 
the trend.

One of ADIA’s roles is to
work with regulators such as
the Therapeutic Goods Admin-
istration to ensure that dentists
and the broader community
have access to new products
and technologies within a rea-
sonable time frame.

You have identified one of
the priorities of your pres -
idency as the regulation of
dental devices in Australia.
What, in your opinion, are the
deficits of the current regu -
lation and what do you want
to achieve in that respect?

Australia represents only 
2 per cent of the global market
for dental products and more
than 95 per cent of what is used
locally is imported. In this con-
text, Australian dental product
suppliers   face   considerable
compliance costs associated
with local technical and regu -
latory standards.

In Australia and internation-
ally, ADIA has taken the lead 
in advocating the “approved
once, available anywhere” ap-
proach to dental product regu-
lation. Over the next two years,

ADIA will support the efforts 
of the Australian and New
Zealand governments to estab-
lish the proposed Australia New
Zealand Therapeutic Products
Agency.

At a global level, ADIA re -
cognises and supports the im-
portant work of the Interna-
tional Medical Device Regu -
lators Forum, which is working
towards regulatory harmoni -
sation and convergence at a
global level.

ADIA will only support re-
form that ensures the dental
product regulatory framework
is based on a risk-management
approach designed to ensure
public health and safety, while
at the same time freeing in -
dustry from unnecessary regu-
latory burden.

In your opinion, what are
the general prospects for the
dental industry in Australia
in the years to come, and what
will ADIA’s contribution be 
in this regard?

Setting aside the current
sluggish environment, ADIA
believes that Australia’s dental
industry has a strong future. 

Our member businesses, in-
dividually and collectively, are
committed to providing dentists
and allied oral health care pro-
fessionals with the latest prod-
ucts from Australia and over-
seas. Through the ADX Sydney
dental exhibition, ADIA also
provides member businesses
with the platform to establish
and strengthen their relation-
ship with key customer and
client groups.

However, our focus is on
more than just trade shows. The
strategic plan endorsed by the
ADIA board sets a clear direc-
tion for the future. As an organ-
isation, we are investing in the
personnel and infrastructure to
provide member businesses
with the tools to grow. 

Whether it’s verifiable sales
data or programmes to upskill
the industry’s workforce, we
are firmly committed to engag-
ing with our member busi-
nesses to assist them in un -
derstanding and influencing
changes to the commercial,
technical and regulatory en -
vironment to help them to
achieve their objectives.

Thank you very much for
this interview. DT

Trevor Martin
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“Australian dental product suppliers
face considerable compliance costs”
An interview with ADIA national president Trevor Martin
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“The dental profession in Australia
has a strong track record of

 pioneering new technologies.”
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