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Industry news	 a2–a4
•	Smallest dimensional attachment 

system designed to be compatible 
with all implants: Rhein’83 OT 
Equator has reduced vertical profile 
of 2.1 mm and diameter of 4.4 mm.

•	Henry Schein Inc. receives Hispanic 
Dental Association corporate award: 
Honor recognizes commitment to 
health care equity and increasing 
diversity in the dental profession.

 •	 DENTSPLY Pharmaceutical controls 
quality at every step — from 
collection of active molecules all the 
way through to when the packages 
arrive at your office.

IMPLANT TRIBUNE news	 B1–B2

•	American Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons to help 97th 
annual meeting attendees with  
‘Meeting the Challenge: Innovative 
Care of the Surgical Patient.’

•	Academy of Osseointegration 
announces call for applications 
for 2016-2017 Osseointegration 
Foundation Research Grants.

•	As part of the new AO webinar 
series, Dr. Jaime Lozada provides 
insight on how to avoid 
complications with guided surgery 
for implant placement.

Ad

Opioid abuse has reached crisis levels 
across the country, with 44 people dying 
each day from overdose of opioids and 
many more becoming addicted. Recog-
nizing the urgency and serious impact 
of this issue on the health of hundreds of 
thousands of patients across the country, 
the American Medical Association (AMA) 
formed a Task Force to Reduce Opioid 
Abuse that recently announced the first 
of several national recommendations to 
address this growing epidemic.

“As health-care professionals, we’re on 
the front lines of this issue and see how it 
causes devastating destruction for every 
life that it touches,” said ADA President, 
Dr. Maxine Feinberg. “Together, we can 
harness the collective power of preventa-
tive education and intervention to help 
reverse this epidemic. The ADA stands 
firmly behind this task force.”

The AMA Task Force to Reduce Opioid 
Abuse comprises 27 physician organiza-
tions including the AMA, the American 
Osteopathic Association, 17 specialty and 
seven state medical societies as well as 
the American Dental Association — all 
committed to identifying the best prac-
tices to combat this public health crisis 

and move swiftly to implement those 
practices across the country. 

 “We have joined together as part of 
this special task force because we collec-
tively believe that it is our responsibility 
to work together to provide a clear road 
map that will help bring an end to this 
public health epidemic,” said AMA Board 
Chair-Elect Patrice A. Harris, MD, MA. 
“We are committed to working long-term 
on a multi-pronged, comprehensive pub-
lic health approach to end opioid abuse in 
America.”

The new initiative will seek to signifi-
cantly enhance doctors’ education on 
safe, effective and evidence-based pre-
scribing. This includes a new resource 
website that houses vital information on 
prescription drug monitoring programs 
(PDMPs) and their effectiveness for phy-
sician practices, as well as a robust na-
tional marketing, social-media and com-
munications campaign to significantly 
raise awareness of the steps that prescrib-
ers can take to combat this epidemic and 
ensure they are aware of all options avail-
able to them for appropriate prescribing.

(Source: ADA)

ADA backs task force’s 
proposals addressing 
national opioid crisis 

The ‘Number-Needed-to-Treat’ formula is 
used to determine the most effective way to 
treat various types of acute pain, often 
without prescribing opioids.  Infographic/
Provided by National Safety Council, www.ncs.org
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HISPANIC DENTAL ASSOCIATION AWARD

Henry Schein Inc. honored 
for commitment to health 
care equity and increasing 
diversity in the dental 
profession.
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27 medical organizations involved in AMA-led effort

Smallest dimensional attachment

The OT Equator system’s 
reduced vertical profile is 
2.1 mm, diameter is 4.4 
mm, and it’s compatible 
with all implant brands.
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Do you have general comments or criti-
cism you would like to share? Is there a 
particular topic you would like to see 
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hearing from you! 
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Smallest dimensional attachment 
system is compatible with all implants

Rhein’83, a global producer of precision 
attachments on removable prosthesis, 
describes its OT Equator as the smallest 
dimensional attachment system on the 
market. It has a reduced vertical profile 
of 2.1 mm and diameter of 4.4 mm (metal 
housing included). It is compatible with 
any implant brand. 

Because of its shape, Equator provides 
superior stability when compared with 
traditional attachments, according to the 
company. It corrects divergence of up to 25 

degrees, the company reports. Function-
ality is guaranteed by coupling of attach-
ment and cap. 

Caps are available in four colors, based 
on levels of retention — from a minimum 
of 0.6 kg to a maximum of 2.7 kg. 

Caps should always be used with metal 
housing.

To learn more about OT Equator, you 

can contact the company by email at 
info@rhein83usa.it or by telephone at 
(877) 778-8383.

Additionally, you can visit the company 
online at www.rhein83usa.com to learn 
more about all of its products and servic-
es, including the OT Equator.

(Source: Rhein’83)

OT Equator vertical profile is 
2.1 mm, diameter is 4.4 mm

Because of its shape, 
Equator provides 
superior stability when 
compared with 
traditional attachments, 
according to Rhein’83.  
Photo/Provided by Rhein’83
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DENTSPLY Pharmaceutical controls quality at every step

Henry Schein Inc. receives Hispanic 
Dental Association corporate award

Henry Schein Inc. was recently honored 
with the “Corporate Award” presented 
by the Hispanic Dental Association. The 
HDA is a national, nonprofit organization 
comprising oral health professionals and 
students dedicated to promoting and im-
proving the oral health of the Hispanic 
community and providing advocacy for 
Hispanic oral health professionals across 
the United States.

Stanley M. Bergman, chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer of Hen-
ry Schein, accepted the award at the as-
sociation’s 25th annual conference held 
Aug. 14–16 in San Antonio, Texas.

The company was recognized for its de-
cades of support of numerous initiatives 
to increase diversity and cultural com-
petency in the oral health professions 
for the U.S. and global Hispanic commu-
nities, as well as for its commitment to 
promote access to care and health care 
equity worldwide. 

“It is an honor to accept this prestigious 
recognition by the HDA, an organization 
whose remarkable quarter century of suc-
cess in advancing oral health here in the 
United States and globally has been an in-
spiration,” Bergman said. “Henry Schein 
shares the HDA’s strong commitment to 

Henry Schein Chairman and CEO Stanley M. 
Bergman accepts the ‘Corporate Award’ at 
the HDA’s 25th annual conference.   
Photo/Provided by Henry Schein Inc. 

promote greater awareness of oral health 
issues facing the Hispanic population, to 
advocate for greater Hispanic representa-
tion in the oral health professions, and 
to support the continuing education of 
Hispanic dental professionals. The HDA 
has been at the vanguard of eliminating 
oral health disparities in the Hispanic 
community, and Henry Schein is proud 
to have been its partner for the past 25 
years, most recently through our sup-
port of the HDA leadership program for 
the New York City Tri-State area.”

(Source:  Henry Schein Inc.)

By DENTSPLY Pharmaceutical Staff

For more than 100 years DENTSPLY International has 
been supporting dentists worldwide in their profession. 

The company’s trusted and comprehensive range of an-
esthetics enables dentists and hygienists to start every pro-
cedure right. DENTSPLY Pharmaceutical ensures quality at 
each step of the product’s journey — from collection of ac-
tive molecules all the way through to when the packages 

arrive at your office. 
Each cartridge is twice sterilized with a sterilizing filter 

followed by an autoclave method. Cartridges are then vi-
sually inspected with an electronic laser for defects and 
impurities, including but not limited to: cracks, foreign 
particles, color and density. Each cartridge is mylar-pack la-
beled to restrain the individual pieces in case of a break — 
thus avoiding any injuries. Each set of 10 cartridges is then 
blister packed to avoid breakage. Finally, each cartridge is 
color-coded as per industry standard ADA system.

Photo/
Provided by 
DENTSPLY 
International
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AO announces call for applications for 2016-2017 
Osseointegration Foundation Research Grants

By Sierra Rendon, Managing Editor

T
he American Association of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons 97th 
Annual Meeting will take place 
Sept. 28-Oct. 3 in the nation’s 

capital.
The Washington, D.C., event has the 

theme of “Meeting the Challenge: Inno-
vative Care of the Surgical Patient,” and 
event organizers say after attending, par-
ticipants should be able to discuss and 
apply innovative care of the surgical pa-
tient based on evidence-based medicine; 
provide open communications with the 
surgical team to improve care within 
OMS guidelines; and identify and ad-
dress challenges of the surgical patient.

General meeting registration grants 
admission to three full-day clinical mod-
ule programs; symposia; the Keynote 
Lecture; oral abstract and poster ses-
sions; open forums; CIG programs; and 
the exhibit hall.

Speakers at this year’s annual meeting 
include Drs. Andrew R. Salama, Daniel 
Oreadi, Jack A. Buhrow, Michael J. Gun-
son, Louis G. Mercuri, Craig M. Misch, 
Stuart E. Lieblich, Michael A. Pikos, Peter 
K. Moy, Derek M. Steinbacher and many 
more.

The AAOMS 97th Annual Meeting will take place Sept. 28–Oct. 3 at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center in Washington, D.C.
Photo/www.freeimages.com

Annual session 

aims to help in 

attendees ‘Meeting 

the Challenge’

By AO Staff

D
ental professionals pursuing 
groundbreaking dental im-
plant research may be eligible 
for as much as $30,000 in re-

search grants. The Academy of Osseoin-
tegration (AO) announced it is currently 
accepting applications for the 2016-2017 
Osseointegration Foundation Research 
Grants. 

Applications that address areas of re-
search to enhance the public acceptance 
of implants are encouraged. The submis-
sion deadline is Nov. 30 and applications 
can be downloaded at the AO website: 
www.osseo.org. 

“These grants are a tangible way to 
support researchers who share the acad-
emy’s commitment to being on the lead-
ing edge of evidence-based dentistry,” 

said Osseointegration Foundation Presi-
dent Mollie Winston, DDS. 

First-place grants of up to $30,000 each 
will be awarded to research teams in the 
categories of Basic Science, which is re-
search to advance implant knowledge 
that does not include human subjects, 
and Applied Science, which is research 
to advance clinical implant dentistry 
that does include human subject(s). Ad-
ditional awards of up to $15,000 each will 
be given to the second-place recipients in 
the same categories. 

To qualify, research grant proposals 
must be submitted by an AO member, 
faculty member or student who conducts 
research in any academic dental institu-
tion; at least one person on the research 
team must be an AO member. First place 
grant recipients are required to present 
their results at the 2017 AO Annual Meet-
ing, as well as to submit a research manu-

script to The International Journal of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Implants no later than 
December 31, 2017.

2015-2016 award recipients 
The 2015-2016 AO/Osseointegration 
Foundation research grant recipients are 
listed below. First place recipients will 
present their findings at AO’s 31st Annual 
Meeting to be held Feb. 17-20 in San Diego.

Basic Science 
• First Place, $30,000: “MicroRNA Expres-
sion and Their Role During Osteoblast 
Differentiation on Nanoscale Titanium 
Surfaces,” by Gustavo Mendonca, DDS, 
MS, PhD, University of Michigan

• Second Place, $15,000: “Mimic the Nat-
ural Bone Regeneration by Using Three-
dimensional Co-culture of Adipose- 
Derived Macro Spheroids with Mono-
cytes” by Hidemi Nakata, DDS, PhD, To-

kyo Medical And Dental University

Applied Science 
• First Place, $30,000: “Adhesion, Prolif-
eration and Osteogenic Differentiation 
Potential of Gingival Mesenchymal Stem 
Cells Over Failed Implants” by Julio Car-
rion, DMD, PhD, Stony Brook University

• Second Place, $15,000: “3D Printing 
Cell-Sheet Technology: Development 
of Patient-Specific In Vitro Assessment 
Tools for Evaluation of Implant Surface” 
by Hyumin Choi, BDS, Yonsei University

About the Osseointegration  
Foundation
The Osseointegration Foundation is the 
philanthropic arm of the AO and is char-
tered to develop and provide financial 
support for the art and science of osseo-
integration. Grants are awarded annually 
for research as well as patient treatment. 

AAOMS 
in DC

Clinical modules
Three full-day clinical module programs 
will focus on a different topic each day. 
The “Dental Implant” module will take 
place on Thursday, Oct. 1, the “Dentoal-
veolar” module on Friday, Oct. 2, and the 
“Anesthesia” module on Saturday, Oct. 3. 
Each of these module programs will be-
gin with a large audience plenary session, 
followed by a number of smaller break-

out sessions as the morning progresses. 
After lunch, the “Dental Implant” and 
“Dentoalveolar” sessions will include oral 
abstracts and “How I Do It” clinical pre-
sentations. The “Anesthesia” afternoon 
session will include a review of OMSNIC 
closed case files. Tickets are not required 
for these three clinical module programs. 
Space will be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Please indicate your 

intention to attend on your meeting reg-
istration form.

Clinical courses
Each clinical course has been desig-
nated as one of the following course 
types: case study, innovative techniques, 
point/counterpoint, refresher course or 

” See AAOMS, page B2

“ XXX, Page xx
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hands-on. Tickets are required for these 
clinical courses. Attendance for clinical 
courses is limited and is determined on 
a first-registered, first-served basis, with 
AAOMS fellows/members given first pri-
ority. When registering for these courses, 
select your choice in order of preference 
as indicated on the registration form.

Scientific poster sessions
Posters will be available online and on-
site during the meeting. Poster topics 
include anesthesia, infection, dental im-
plants, nerve repair, OSA, orthognathic 
surgery, pathology, TMJ, trauma, dento-
alveolar, cleft and craniofacial surgery, 
cosmetic maxillofacial surgery and med-
icine. Continuing education credit is not 
offered for these sessions. Tickets are not 
required for the poster sessions.

Oral abstract sessions
Oral abstract sessions will be presented 
on Friday, Oct. 2. Each session will begin 
with a relevant presentation by an ex-
pert in the field, followed by oral abstract 
presentations. Tickets are not required 
for the oral abstract sessions.

For more information about the 
AAOMS annual meeting or to register 
and obtain hotel and travel information, 
visit www.aaoms.org.

“ AAOMS, Page B1

#AskAO: How do I improve 
guided surgery outcomes?

By AO Staff

	

G
uided surgery for implant 
placement provides great ben-
efits for clinicians but can also 
create complications. Because 

of this dichotomy, some dentists shy away 
from its use. As part of the new webinar 
series for the Academy of Osseointegra-
tion (AO), Dr. Jaime Lozada presented the 
advantages and disadvantages of guided 
surgery. He also shared how to minimize 
some of the common complications asso-
ciated it.

The webinar was titled “Guided Surgery: 
Heaven or Hell?” but Lozada explained 
that it’s actually neither of those. 

“It truly is a down-to-earth tool that we 
use in implant dentistry,” he said, empha-
sizing that guides do not replace insuf-
ficient level of training. “We need to use 
adequate clinical judgment and be well 
trained with our surgical and prosthodon-
tics skills to execute some of these proce-
dures.” 

The AO chose Lozada to present on the 
topic as he is instrumental in the train-
ing of residents and fellows in the latest 
techniques of oral implant surgery and 
prosthodontics. He is a professor at Loma 
Linda School of Dentistry, as well as the 
director of graduate programs, restor-
ative dentistry and oral implant dentistry 
there.

Guided surgery has a 16-year history, 
which yielded significant literature in the 
process. Lozada presented the consensus 
on the advantages and disadvantages of 
the treatment procedure, including:

 
Advantages of guided surgery 
(Heaven):

• Reduction of surgical errors
• Accurate implant placement
• Less invasive and less pain for patients
• Improved treatment time efficiency
• Simplified prosthodontics rehabilita-

tion

Disadvantages of guided surgery 
(Hell):

• Increased treatment time preparation
• Increased surgical errors

Recent AO webinar offers Dr. Jaime Lozada’s  
down-to-earth tools to minimize complications

• Some inaccuracies during implant 
placement

• Increased cost
• Not easier than conventional implant 

placement
Lozada also discussed the conclusions 

of a systematic review of the literature on 
guided surgery. The conclusions revealed 
there is no difference to implant survival 
rate between conventional and guided im-
plant treatments. The systematic review 
also showed guided surgery cannot be 
considered easier than conventional sur-
gery and there were some common com-
plications. 

“If we are able to deliver a very strong 
provisional rate, now we are going to min-
imize the very high complication rate that 
has been described in the literature,” he 
said.

Lozada recommended the following 
considerations to minimize the disadvan-
tages or the “Hell” side of guided surgery. 

• Consider minor soft tissues reflection 
to minimize the damage and improve the 
bone support around the dental implant

• Correct within the guide as needed 
if you feel the implant isn’t going in the 
right position (most of the newer guides 
allow for this type of correction)

• Use preprocessed acrylic monoblock 
for digital dentures to minimize the com-

plications
• Avoid definitive restorations at place-

ment
• Ensure the provisional restorations 

provide soft-tissue support
Lozada emphasized that the treatment 

has merit and in the right hands it can be 
a great solution for today’s clinicians plac-
ing implants for their patients. 

Members of the AO can download the 
webinar for free. Simply use your mem-
ber login to the AO website and select the 
webinar to download to your device. Non-
members may access it for a $50 fee. AO 
is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider and 
designates the completion of this webinar 
activity for one-hour continuing educa-
tion credit. 

About the Academy  
of Osseointegration
With 6,000 members in 70 countries 
around the world, the AO is recognized 
as the premier international association 
for professionals interested in implant 
dentistry. AO serves as a nexus where spe-
cialists and generalists can come together 
to evaluate emerging research, technol-
ogy, and techniques; share best informa-
tion; and coordinate optimal patient care 
using timely, evidence-based science and 
methods. 

Dr. Jaime Lozada, 
whose webinar, 
‘Guided Surgery: 
Heaven or Hell?’, offers 
a consensus on the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of the 
treatment procedure.
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