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HONG KONG/LEIPZIG, Germany:
Official news at this year’s World
Dental Congress in Singapore
will be provided by Dental Tri-
bune International. According to
a contract signed between the
FDI World Dental Federation and
the Hong Kong-based publisher,
DTI will produce an edition of 
the FDI’s Worldental Daily title
for each day of the congress from
Thursday to Saturday.

It will not be the first time that
the FDI has partnered with Dental
Tribune International. The first
daily newspaper produced by DTI
was presented in 2005 at the FDI
World Dental Congress in Mon-
tréal in Canada. Following this,
DTI produced the daily news-
paper for the annual congress in
Shenzhen in China, Dubai in the
UAE, and Stockholm in Sweden.

The paper will be distributed
free to participants at the World
Dental Congress in Singapore. 
It will also be available online 
at the FDI website. DT

A technician at the German Fraunhofer Institute is testing a newly developed system for
scanning teeth. (DTI/Photo courtesy of Fraunhofer Society)   �WORLD NEWS, page 7

More people in Taiwan will
soon be able to receive govern-
ment health care, following the
Department of Health’s acqui-
sition of 11 additional dental
chairs and 6 vehicles equipped
with medical equipment such 
as X-ray units to serve remote 
areas. DT

Mobile health care
for Taiwan

FDI chooses
DTI for 
congress 
paper

Daniel Zimmermann
DTI

HONG KONG/LEIPZIG, Germany/
NEW DELHI, India: The Minis-
ter of Health and Family Welfare
in India, Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad,
has approved 150 educational in-
stitutions, including a significant
number of medical and dental
colleges. He also directed the
country’s Medical and Dental
Councils to take up pending
recommendations of colleges as
soon as possible so that semesters
could begin by 1 August, the news-
paper the Times of India reports.

In India, each institute offer-
ing medical or dental education
needs annual clearance from the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare based on recommenda-
tion by the two councils.

Officials have justified the
large number of approvals by the
many applications that had been
pending approval for several
years and numerous public 
complaints of undue delay in 
the processing of cases. How-
ever, the approvals come at a
time when there is growing con-
cern for the future employment
of dental graduates. According 

to a Times of India report, many
dental graduates in India are
forced to quit dentistry and work
in other, more lucrative jobs.

Education regulators have also
been said to turn a blind eye to
quality in their haste to recognise
private professional institutions.
Azad made clear that no inter-
mediaries would be tolerated in
his ministry for clearing any
medical institute application. He
asked for complaint boxes to be
placed at his office and residents

to receive complaints against any
person seeking illegal endorse-
ment, either in medical councils
or in the Ministry.

“What is needed in India is 
a national workforce strategy that
is carefully devised and imple-
mented,” Prof. Raman Bedi, for-
mer Chief Dental Officer in the 
UK and founder of the new Indian
dental community Dentalghar,
told Dental Tribune Asia Pacific.
“With higher demands for quality
dentistry by local people, dental

tourism, postgraduate training
opportunities etc., many dentists
will stay in India instead of going
abroad.”

Dental education in India 
has grown in recent years and 
India now ranks first in the 
world in having the highest 
number of dental schools. The
country has 280 dental institu-
tions, which produce between
15,000 and 20,000 Bachelor of
Dental Surgery graduates every 
year. DT

Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad (third from left) during the celebration of the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking on 26 June in New Delhi. (DTI/Photo:Viney Bhushan)
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Malaysia’s Deputy Minister in
the Prime Minister’s Department
Datuk S.K. Devamany has ad-
dressed the need for further co-
operation in the field of higher 
education between his country
and the Republic of India. Speak-
ing at this year’s India Education
Fair in Kuala Lumpur in June, he
invited Indian colleges from dif-
ferent fields, including dentistry,
to establish branch campuses in
Malaysia. He also encouraged 
students from India to consider
the educational opportunities that 
his country has to offer instead of
travelling to Europe or the US. 

The 2009 India Education
Fair held in conjunction with 
the 17th Conference of Common-
wealth Education Ministers
showcased 25 colleges and
schools from India. The Fair aims
for better cooperation between
educational institutions in both
countries. DT

Fair commits 
to cooperation
in education

The latest report on children
in Australia, released by the
country’s Institute of Health and
Welfare, indicates a slight in-
crease in tooth decay. The In-
stitute said that the increase is
related to dietary patterns and
recent changes in school dental
programmes. DT

Oral health of
Aussie kids declines

India approves new dental schools
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Asia News

A nationwide survey has found
that 35 per cent of women and 
25 per cent of men in New Zealand
postponed a visit to the dentist 
last year because of the recession.
The poll undertaken by toothbrush
manufacturer Oral-B revealed
that the cutback was restricted to
adults, as 3 per cent of parents ad-
mitted not postponing their child’s
annual dental check-up.

The result is another setback
for the country, which already has
poor oral health. Despite efforts to
improve access to dental services
through National Health Targets,
the utilisation of these services 
has declined in recent years to less
than 60 per cent, according to the
latest statistics from the Ministry of

Health. The new findings show
that dental visits are still of low pri-
ority for many people.

Commenting on the results,
the President of the New Zealand
Dental Association, Dr Mark
Goodhew, urged New Zealanders
to realise that by not having reg-
ular dental check-ups, they are
putting their health at risk. He 
said that oral cancer, for example,
could be detected early with regu-
lar dental check-ups. Gum disease
is also possibly linked to heart dis-
ease, he said.

“Spending just NZ$90 to
NZ$120 once a year on a check-
up could save you thousands in 
the long-term,” Dr Goodhew ex-

plained. “A simple check-up might
even save your life if you have
something serious that’s picked up
and can be treated.”

Besides oral-health expendi-
tures, the poll also investigated
other spending habits of New
Zealanders during the current
economic downturn. Tobacco
companies’ profits, for example,
are being affected, as a third of
male smokers and nearly a quarter
(23 per cent) of female smokers
surveyed said they had cut back
because of money worries. Alco-
hol expenditure was also down,
with a third of Kiwi drinkers 
surveyed saying they had cut back
owing to financial concerns in the
past year. DT
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New Zealanders brush dentists off

Claudia Salwiczek
DTI

HONG KONG/LEIPZIG, Germany:
The president of the Philippine
Dental Association, Dr Leo Gerald
R. de Castro, has called for stan-
dardised guideline procedures on
the delivery of health services 
following a recent agreement of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) to allow dentists
from the Philippines to work in
other member states. De Castro
said that currently not all countries
in the ASEAN region have estab-
lished standard guidelines on the
matter of Continuing Professional
Education (CPE) and these circum-
stances could lower the chances of
employment for Filipino profes-
sionals in these countries.

Castro told Dental Tribune Asia
Pacific that consultation with the

various heads of professions in-
volved in this agreement should
have taken place prior to forging ties
with the ASEAN neighbours which
could have led to further ironing 
of kinks in the programme, thereby
making it a better-laid out foreign
reciprocity programme. He added

that countries like Singapore, Tai-
wan, Japan and Korea have had
guidelines in place long before the
agreement was made, but in the
Philippines, the system was stopped
and the earning of CPE points be-
came optional for almost ten years.

“Recently, owing to the passage
of the new dental law in the Philip-
pines, the acquisition of CPE credit
units became mandatory again, but
unfortunately, the almost ten-year
lull took away precious credit units
earned by our dentists,” de Castro
said. “As a member of the academe,
a part of me, views this as a noble
programme but the other part dis-
agrees in the sense that not all mem-
ber countries are on equal footing.”

The new agreement was closed
during an meeting of the ASEAN 
education ministers in April. It will
be effective in August this year. DT

Standardised guidelines needed for 
ASEAN agreement, PDA president says

Dr Leo Gerald R. de Castro
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Dental Tribune: Prof. Sa-
maranayake, the WHO re-
cently classified the outbreak
of H1N1 as a global pandemic.
What infection-control proce-
dures would you recommend?

Prof. Lakshman P. Sama-
ranayake: It is unlikely that many
patients with acute respiratory
illnesses will visit the dentist for
elective procedures. However,
should such a patient visit the
dentist, the following precau-
tions should be taken. The pri-
mary goal of infection control is to
prevent transmission of disease.
Early detection of a suspected 
or confirmed case of swine in-
fluenza and prompt isolation
from susceptible persons will 
reduce the risk of transmission.
To prevent such transmission of
respiratory infections, respira-
tory hygiene infection-control
measures—so called ‘cough eti-
quette’—should be implemented
at the first point of contact with 
a potentially infected person.

During the outbreak of
SARS in 2003, patient enrol-
ment in Hong Kong was at a
record low. Is Hong Kong expe-
riencing similar developments
owing to the outbreak of H1N1?

It is unlikely that we will see 
a drop in patient enrolment as 
in the SARS epidemic period,
mainly because the Swine In-
fluenza A, though highly infec-
tious, is much less severe in terms
of the morbidity and mortality. 
In Hong Kong, none of the pa-
tients with swine flu has devel-
oped complications of normal flu,
such as pneumonia. But, as you
know, during the SARS outbreak,
the death rate in some regions of
the world, including Hong Kong,
reached 20 to 40 per cent.

Also, at the Prince Philip Den-
tal Hospital during the SARS pe-
riod, the patient attendance rate
dropped by about 50 per cent. 
Yet, we have not seen a significant
decline in patient enrolment
numbers during the recent
weeks, even after WHO declared
swine flu a pandemic. This per-
haps is an indication that there
may not be a drop in patient en-
rolment rates at private practi-
tioner surgeries.

Experts have warned that
the H1N1 virus could combine
with avian flu and mutate to 
a more virulent form. Do you
consider this a realistic sce-
nario?

That is a very difficult question
to answer. Historical data indi-
cates that different flu strains can
combine and jump from birds to
pigs, pigs to humans and humans
to pigs. Given this scenario and
the rapid rate at which flu viruses
mutate, it is not unlikely that we
will see a more virulent combi-
nation form of the H1N1 virus. 

The best strategy under these
circumstances is to be aware of
the possibility of a virulent strain
emerging and be prepared, but 
I do not think we should panic.

Keeping an adequate stock of an-
tiviral medicines, as done by most
health authorities in the devel-
oped world is always useful, al-
though we do not know whether
the newly emergent variant
strain would be susceptible to the
standard anti-flu drugs such as
Tamiflu. Lastly, proper environ-

mental hygiene measures, in-
cluding cough etiquette and hand
hygiene, should be practised by
all, and this should be a commu-
nity effort starting from now on.

Do you think that the dental
community in Asia is adequately
prepared for a pandemic?

I am unable to respond to this
question, but I am heartened by
the fact that publications such as
the Dental Tribune help publicise
the pandemic and provide timely
information to its readers. There
are many informative web sites
that provide up-to-date coverage
of the pandemic. For example,
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) in the US
provide important and concise
information on H1N1 to dental
health-care providers. Interim
guidance for clinicians regarding
case identification, infection 

control for care of patients with
confirmed or suspected virus 
infection in a health-care set-
ting, mask and respirator use,
and other topics pertinent to 
dentistry can be found at the 
main CDC swine flu website at
www.cdc.gov/swineflu in the 
section titled Guidance for Pro-
fessionals. As this information is 
updated regularly, colleagues are
urged to visit these and related
web sites frequently.

Thank you very much for
the interview. DT
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“I do not think we should panic”
An interview with Prof. Lakshman P. Samaranayake, Chair Professor of Oral Microbiology 
at the University of Hong Kong, about the Swine Flu A (H1N1) pandemic
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Daniel Zimmermann
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When I started writing 
this editorial, news broke of
Michael Jackson’s death. Al-
though I have never been 
a fan of the ‘King of Pop’, his
passing puzzled me deeply.
How could a man that was 
supposed to perform 50 con-
certs in London over the next
six months suddenly die from
cardiac arrest?

According to news reports,
the possible cause of his death
was incorrect administering 
or use of medications such as
with Propofol, a strong anaes-
thesia used in medical contexts
such as intensive care units 
or surgeries. If a doctor fa-
cilitated such a medication 
for Jackson and it is found to
have caused his death, he or
she could be prosecuted for
manslaughter.

Whatever the outcome of
the ongoing investigation may
be, this is a clear example of 
increasing unethical health
care practices in the United
States. Jackson, who despite
being in severe debt, was still
wealthy enough to afford any
medical service, surgery or
medications he desired. Over
50 million Americans still do
not have access to health in-
surance. Therefore, the world
should mourn the 800,000 peo-
ple that die of cardiovascular
disease every year in the US;
deaths which could often be
prevented by the provision of 
adequate health care such as
heart screenings and other
preventative measures. 

Fortunately, recent signs
from the White House indi-
cate that President Barack
Obama is taking health care 
reform seriously and this time
there is actually a chance that 
it could be done. However, what
the US system needs more 
than money is an ethical dis-
cussion that leads to only one
conclusion—to treat health
care not as a market commo-
dity but as a public benefit
institution. 

Yours sincerely,

Daniel Zimmermann
Group Editor
Dental Tribune International

DT

Dear
reader, 

Elisabet Carlsson
Sweden

As a journalist specialised 
in politics and the environment,
I have followed the amalgam 
debate for more than 30 years.
Now, the use of amalgam has
been prohibited in dental care 
in Sweden. As from 1 June 2009,
its use in children and teenagers
has been entirely banned, but
amalgam can still be used in
adult patients within hospital
dental care until 2012, on condi-
tion that the Swedish National
Board of Health and Welfare 
be notified before treatment. 

My country has been reduc-
ing the use of amalgam for a 
long time. Dr Roland Svensson,
President of the Swedish Dental
Association, recently said that
statistics show that the use of
amalgam in the country has de-
clined by 90 per cent since 1997.
Therefore, he added, only 2 to 
5 per cent of all new fillings were
made using amalgam in 2003.
Amalgam is thus no longer a big
issue for dentists in Sweden and
Norway.

It may be of interest to readers
to note that the ban on amalgam
is not a recent issue. The Swedish
politician Görel Thurdin was 
the first Minister for the Envi-
ronment in the world to suggest 
a ban in 1997. Her suggestion 
was accepted by the Swedish 
parliament but she had to wait 
for 12 years before it passed EU
administration.

Andreas Carlgren, who is the
current Minister, said that the
ban is a powerful example to
other countries and a Swedish
contribution to EU and UN aims
to reduce mercury use and emis-
sions. “Sweden is now leading
the way in removing mercury
and protecting the environment
against mercury, which is non-
degradable,” he said.

We need to understand that
minimising the use of amalgam
is necessary to protect the en-
vironment and our health. Un-
fortunately, there are still more
than 70 tons of mercury within
the EU brought into the ecocycle
through dentistry each year.
With the Swedish example, we 
finally know that dentistry with-
out mercury is possible. DT

Brett Blake
USA

In the 22 May, 2000, issue 
of Time Magazine, orthodontics
was listed as one of 10 careers
that would disappear in the “new
millennium.” At the time, that
prediction seemed ridiculous,
not even worthy of considera-
tion. Now, as we approach the
close of the first decade of this
millennium, there is evidence
that might lead one to believe
that the profession might be at
risk after all.

I’m among the tens of thou-
sands of parents who sent their
children to receive orthodontic
treatment from a dentist. My 
two oldest children went to their
paediatric dentist to receive
treatment. It wasn’t until I started
working with orthodontists that 
I learned the difference between
a dentist who has “orthodontics”
on their door and a specialist who
is a practicing orthodontist. Now
that I know, my two youngest
children are being treated by an
orthodontic specialist.

As a parent and a business-
person, I was surprised to learn
general dentists were legally al-
lowed to practice orthodontics. 
I was even more surprised to
learn general dentists actually

perform more orthodontic cases
than do specialists. Are ortho-
dontists aware that in the United
States there are more general
practitioners (GPs) “trained” 
to perform orthodontic proce-
dures with aligners than total 
orthodontists? Align Technology
reported it has trained more 
than 31,000 GPs and has nearly 
25,000 GPs now submitting
cases, according to the its 2008
investor reports.

It now appears GPs have been
seeing dramatic increases in
their share of all orthodontic
cases for most of this past decade.
For example, an analyst report
published in January 2008 by
Piper Jaffrey estimated that in
2005 there were more aligner
procedures performed by GPs
than by orthodontic specialists.
That same report estimated that
GPs continue to perform more
and more new orthodontic cases
each year and are estimated to
have performed about 5 per cent
of total orthodontic case starts 
in 2008.

What is shocking to me is the
lack of response from the ortho-
dontic profession. Orthodontists
are standing still as their profes-
sion is being hijacked by their 
GP colleagues. Do orthodontists
think someone else will fight the
battle for them? Is the profession
without a leader who can effec-
tively take on the GPs? Does the
profession understand the lack 

of a meaningful response leads
the general public to assume the
specialty is not necessary and
that GPs are qualified to perform
the work?

As the profession struggles 
to respond, GPs are quickly cap-
turing more and more case
starts, and patients and parents
are becoming more and more
confused. […] It’s time for the 
orthodontic specialty to define its
role precisely and to defend that
clearly delineated ground before
the profession is completely cap-
tured by the general dentists. 
Orthodontists need to show more
resolve and commitment to the
task of defending their specialty.
The profession must specifically
resolve that it will not allow its
specialty to be dominated by gen-
eralists. If orthodontic specialists
do not show more resolve and 
a willingness to face these alarm-
ing trends head on, 2009 may in-
deed be the beginning of the end
of orthodontics as we know it.

This article is an excerpt. The original
article first appeared in Ortho Tribune
No.4, Vol. 2, 2009. 

DT

Brett Blake is president and
CEO of Acceptx Financial So-
lutions, Inc. based in Utah in 
the US. He can be contacted 
at brett.blake@acceptx.com or
(801) 797-8900.
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Over 60 per cent of Ameri-
cans consider dental coverage
part of an overall health care re-
form by the Obama legislation,
a new public opinion survey 
has shown. The poll released at
the launch of National Smile
Month in June and commis-
sioned by Oral Health America
revealed that four in five adults
agree that dental benefits are as
important as general medical
benefits in an overall health
care benefit package.

Many poor and lower-mid-
dle class families in the US cur-
rently do not receive enough
dental care, in part because
dentists prefer patients who
have private insurance or can
pay in cash. The lack of dental
care is also not restricted to 
the poor, recent data shows. 
Experts on oral health say that
about 100 million Americans
have no access to adequate
care.

In a recent letter to US 
president Barack Obama, the
American Dental Association
(ADA), which represents over
157,000 dentists in the US, re-
cently urged the government 
to pay more attention to den-
tal health care in the on-
going health-policy debate.
“Acknowledging that the ma-
jority of Americans have ac-
cess to excellent and relatively
affordable dental care […], we
are compelled to point out that
too many low-income Ameri-
cans still suffer needlessly from
dental disease,” the letter
states. “More must be done to
ensure that all Americans have
access to quality oral-health
services.”

The ADA recommends in-
creasing funding to the na-
tionwide Medicaid health pro-
gramme, rebuilding the public
dental-health infrastructure
and supporting community-
based prevention measures,
such as fluoridation or school-
based education programmes.

Obama’s health care reform
initiative aims to extend health
coverage to 45 million unin-
sured people in the US, as well
as to preserve consumer choice
and lower rising health care
costs, by cutting more than
US$200 billion in reimburse-
ments to hospitals over the 
next decade. He has also an-
nounced his support of the in-
troduction of a public health 
insurance plan, a concept simi-
lar to the failed health care plan
developed by his current Secre-
tary of State and former First
Lady Hillary Clinton back in
1994.

The government’s health-
care reform proposals are op-

posed by the US Congress and
other organisations like the
American Medical Association,
who say that the realisation

would cost a total of US$1 tril-
lion over the next decade and
still leave millions of people in
the US uninsured.  DT

Americans support 
dental coverage 
in health care reforms 
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US President Barack Obama
at the annual convention of
the American Medical Asso-
ciation in June. (DTI/Photo
Ted Grudzinski,AMA)
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HONG KONG/LEIPZIG, Germany/
FERNEY-VOLTAIRE, France:
In order to address the global
burden of dental caries, the 
FDI World Dental Federation
has announced its first Global
Caries Initiative Conference,
which is to be held in July in Rio
de Janeiro in Brazil. The event,

organised in collaboration with
the International Association
for Dental Research and the
Brazilian Dental Association,
will mark the start of the or-
ganisation’s ten-year campaign
to eliminate tooth decay by the
year 2020, officials said.

According to the FDI, caries
remains the most common 
dental disease worldwide. Al-

though there has been a decline
of dental decay in industrialised
countries in recent years
through fluoridated toothpaste
and improved dental hygiene,
in most low-income countries,
up to 90 per cent of all people
suffer from the condition,
which often remains untreated.

The Rio conference is in-
tended to address these in-

equalities amongst other top-
ics. It will be for dental educa-
tors and scientists, as well as
presidents of dental associa-
tions and government dental of-
ficers. Speakers from North
America and Europe have been
invited to address the need for
changing the current paradigm
of diagnosis, prevention and
restoration of dental caries, and
to present the implications of

these for its future prevention
and management.

The conference is currently
open for registration. Fees are
€80 for delegates from Latin
America and €180 for those
from other countries. DT

Penny Palmer
DT United Kingdom 

LONDON, UK: Bad dental hy-
giene could increase the risk 
of swine flu, according to the
British Dental Health Founda-
tion. The organisation’s recent
National Dental Survey has
found that dreadful dental
habits are helping spread
germs, as 40 per cent of the 
UK population admit to picking
their teeth with their finger-
nails. It has also revealed that
people pick their teeth with
everyday items such as ear-
rings, credit cards, paper clips,
paper and even screwdrivers.

Foundation Chief Executive
Dr Nigel Carter said: “Hygiene
warnings have been made 
clear ever since the swine flu
outbreak, and it is worrying 
that these habits have been re-
vealed as the numbers affected
by flu steadily rises. Personal
hygiene should be a top priority
for all.”

The Department of Health
(DH) in the UK recently issued
guidance to dental practices on
procedures should the swine
flu outbreak become a pan-
demic. It also warned dentists
that fewer patients are likely 
to attend dental practices for
treatment during a pandemic,
as illness and fear of infection
will encourage patients to 
cancel or reschedule appoint-
ments.

All patients should be
screened by telephone for
symptoms of flu before attend-
ing the practice and again on 
arrival at the practice, said the
DH. Treatment of infected pa-
tients should be limited to pain
relief and should avoid aerosol-
generating procedures where
possible. Also, infected patients
should be segregated from
healthy patients.

There are currently 1,752
confirmed cases of swine flu 
in the UK, the country’s Health
Protection Agency reports. 

(Edited by Daniel Zimmermann)
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Swine flu
could
spread
through
teeth
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Penny Palmer
DT United Kingdom

GLASGOW, UK: A new global
network that aims to unite 
dentists of Indian origin from
around the world was recently
launched at the British Den-
tal Association conference in
Glasgow in the UK. Created by 
former Chief Dental Officer 
of England, Prof. Raman Bedi,
whose parents migrated from
India in the 1950s, Dentalghar
is expected to link thousands 
of dentists who share common
values. Health care education
market leader Smile-on and
Henry Schein Minerva are sup-
porting the project which went
online in June.

Members of Dentalghar,
which means the ‘home of 
dentistry’, will be able to con-
tribute to a number of polls, 
surveys and articles, a spokes-
woman for Smile-on told Dental
Tribune. 

Professionals looking to
study abroad will also find in-
formation on work permits,
visas and qualifications on the

platform. She added that there
will also be an opportunity to
win bursaries and to contribute
to volunteering in the UK and
globally.

Prof. Bedi, who hopes that
Dentalghar will become a ‘ma-
jor force in the industry’, said:
“The focus is on the subconti-
nent (Pakistan, India, Nepal,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka) and

the diverse ‘Asian’ dental com-
munities that have sprung up 
in regions as far apart as the
US, Canada, the UK, South
Africa, Singapore, Australia
and the Middle East. We have
more worldwide dentists of
BIPS (Bangladeshi, Indian,
Pakistani, Sri Lankan) origin
than our medical colleagues.”
This factor, among others,
gave rise to the momentum 

for starting Dentalghar, Bedi
added.

“With an increasing num-
ber of dentists of Indian origin
and a growing economy in 
India, Dentalghar will help 
us to work collectively,” Bedi
said. 

(Edited by Daniel Zimmermann)
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Global network links dentists from India
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Under contract by the Ger-
man dental company Hint-ELs,
an expert team at the Fraunhofer
Society in Jena, Germany, has de-
veloped a new optical digitisa-
tion system that scans the oral
cavity and captures 3-D data of
the teeth, using camera optics.
The system is designed to faci-
litate the production of dental
prostheses, in order to supersede
the intricate and laborious route
from bite impression and plaster
mould to model scanning in den-
tal laboratories.

“The 3-D coordinates of the
tooth surface can be determined
on the basis of measurements
taken in the patient’s mouth,”
says Dr Peter Kühmstedt, Group
Manager for 3-D Measurement
Technology at the Fraunhofer 
Institute for Applied Optics and
Precision Engineering IOF. “After
an all-around measurement, it is
even possible to represent the
complete jaw arch as a virtual
computer image.”

In order to obtain precise 
results, the researchers have
utilised fringe projections in
which a projector shines strips 
of light on the tooth area to be
measured. From the phase-
shifted images, a evaluation soft-
ware determines the geometric
contour data of the tooth. Two
camera optics provide the sensor
chip with image information
from different measurement
perspectives. After the pixel-pre-
cise comparison of various cam-
era images, the evaluation pro-
gramme identifies any image
faults and removes them from
the complete image.

Since patients are moving
while the images are being, the
researchers have ensured that
the process is quick. “The image
sequence for each measurement
position is captured in less than
200 milliseconds,” explains Dr
Kühmstedt. DT

Dental 
snapshots
in 3-D
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HONG KONG/LEIPZIG, Ger-
many/GÜMLIGEN-BERNE,
Switzerland: The 2009 dental
market report released by the
Association of Dental Dealers in
Europe (ADDE) has indicated 
a slight increase of 0.6 per cent
of total sales in the European
dental market. According to the
new statistics, sundries sales 
in the EU increased by 1.5 per
cent, while complete equip-
ment sales declined by 2 per
cent. Metal implants saw the
biggest increase with 7 per cent.

The results are on par with
national statistics. Germany,
for example, which has the
biggest dental market in Eu-
rope with a volume of €3.8 bil-
lion, reported a slight increase
in figures in 2007 but with de-
clining trends in the domestic
market. The Italian market,
which was worth €1.1 billion 
in 2007, has seen growth rates
drop from almost 10 per cent 

to 5 per cent despite an overall
increase in production.

The ADDE market report
has also revealed that the num-
ber of practising dentists in Eu-
rope has remained at 268,000,
while the number of dental labs
is declining. Furthermore, the
usage of computers in practices
continues to grow for both ad-
ministrative and in-surgery 
activities, the report states. The
number of new dental chairs 
installed in 2008 increased by
2.7 per cent.

The ADDE market report is
published annually in collabo-
ration with the Federation of
the European Dental Industry.
It aims to indicate trends in 
the European dental market
over a period of five years. 
The 2009 report, which was
presented at IDS Cologne in
March, included figures from
15 countries, covering 2004 to
2008. The report is available 
at the ADDE main office in
Switzerland. DT

European market 
shows minor growth
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Claudia Salwiczek
DTI

HONG KONG/LEIPZIG, Germany/
BANGALORE, India: The Ita-
lian manufacturer Mectron has
opened a new production and ad-
ministration facility in Bangalore
in India. Inaugurated with a big
opening night back in May, the 
facility will be under the direction
of M. Radhakrishnan, a co-founder
of Mectron’s India branch. The
company, which revolutionised
dental surgery with their devel-
opment of piezoelectric bone sur-
gery, currently distributes a num-
ber of well-known dental brands
from Germany and Italy, such as
Cavex, Euronda, Heraeus Kulzer,
KaVo, K-Driller, Schulz and Villa.

According to Radhakrishnan,
initial planning for the new facility
began in 2007. Bangalore was cho-
sen to host the new facility because
of its highly educated workforce
and the nearby Bengaluru Inter-

national Airport. With an eco-
nomic growth of 10.3 per cent, the
city based in southern India is one
of the fastest growing economic
centres in India and host of a num-
ber of important industries, such
as IT and biotechnology.

The number of employees in
the Bangalore facility will be in-
creased from 4 to 60, Radhakrish-
nan said. Besides new offices and
meeting rooms, the new building
will feature a showroom to exhibit
the company’s product range to 
its customers from India. “This in-
vestment certainly demonstrates 
a strong commitment to Mectron
India’s distribution partners and
shows the confidence Mectron has
in the potential of the Indian dental
market,” told Wolf Narjes, Area
Manager for Asia, Dental Tribune
Asia Pacific.

Mectron has been active in 
India since 2004. It has also
branches in Delhi and Mumbai. DT

Mectron expands
in India
Bangalore facility to host new
showroom for dental products  

Company owner Mr Domenico Vercellotti joined the opening ceremony in Bangalore. (DTI/
Photo courtesy of Mectron)

Fred Michmershuizen
DTA

NEW YORK CITY, NY, and 
SAN MARCOS, CA, US/KYOTO,
Japan:SHOFU is celebrating this
year with a strategic alliance
with Mitsui Chemicals and the
introduction of a new president.
Noriyuki Negoro, who became
president of SHOFU on 25 June
2009, has worked for the com-
pany for more than 25 years. As 
a researcher, he developed such
successful products as Solidex
and Ceramage. Katsuya Ohta,
who held the position of presi-
dent for the past nine years, will
continue to serve as Chairman,
the company announced.

SHOFU Dental Corp. (SHOFU
Americas) President Brian Me-
lonakos congratulated Negoro on
his promotion. “Working closely
with Mr Negoro for the past five
years, I have valued the opportu-
nity to observe first hand his lead-
ership and to witness his techni-
cal knowledge,” Melonakos said
in a prepared statement. “I have

every confidence in his grasp of
the industry and in his ability 
to guide SHOFU in these globally
challenging economic times.”

In addition to the changing
leadership, SHOFU recently ini-
tiated a business and capital 
alliance with Mitsui Chemicals.
The multibillion-dollar manu-
facturer of raw materials based

in Tokyo has a strong core 
competency in materials devel-
opment and is engaged in 
dental materials manufacture
through its subsidiary, Sun 
Medical Co., Ltd.

SHOFU and Mitsui hope that
their alliance will contribute 
to the efficient use of business 
resources in their respective spe-
cialised fields and the enhance-
ment of their market presence.
With a joint task force, both 
companies plan to promote the
development of new products in 
the dental field, optimise manu-
facturing technology, explore 
advancements in materials tech-
nology and enhance chemical
products currently in develop-
ment.

“Our goals remain un-
changed, which include speed-
ing up the development of new
products and expanding our
business globally,” Katsuya Ohta
said. 

(Edited by Daniel Zimmermann, DTI)
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SHOFU names Negoro president
and partners with Mitsui

Noriyuki Negoro previously held the posi-
tion as director and general manager for 
research and development. (DTI/Photo
courtesy of SHOFU Inc)
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