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News in Brief

Dentist knocks down dog
walker

Kay Nolan, a dentist at Pa-
diham Dental Practice near
Burnley, knocked down Stu-
art Mather whilst texting at
the wheel. She had pulled
into a layby to write the mes-
sage, but only sent it once
she had set off again. The
collision occurred on June 6
in Higham, Lancashire. Mr
Mather was taken to hos-
pital but later died, as did
his dog. Nolan has admitted
the charge of causing death
by careless or inconsider-
ate driving. She will be sen-
tenced at Preston Crown
Court on December 17.

NHS Dental portal

NHS Dental Services is roll-
ing out the NHS dental por-
tal to all providers and per-
formers. The new dental
portal, allowing dentists in
England and Wales secure
access to both contractual
information and the details
of their NHS activity, is now
live. Performers working in
primary care will be able
to view and download their
monthly pay statements
the moment they are pro-
duced rather than waiting
for them to arrive by post,
and check their superan-
nuable contributions. The
portal also allows providers
to give staff and performers
full or partial access to con-
tract information via the
portal.

Dentistry news programme
ITN Productions have an-
nounced it is producing a
news programme dedicated
to the dentistry profession,
which will be available to
view at the Dentistry Show
and online on ITN’s online
Healthcare News Channel.
The programme will fea-
ture interviews with indus-
try-leading representatives
covering topics such as
direct access, the CPD cy-
cle, and the latest industry
changes. “I am really excit-
ed to be working with ITN
Productions for The Den-
tistry Show next year” says
Lucy Pitt, Group Marketing
Manager at organiser Clos-
erStill Media Healthcare.
“Key stakeholders will be
updating all concerned on
Direct Access which could
see a huge shift in the scope
of practice for DCPs, and
this together with general
industry trends and future
focuses from the trade will
be covered within this news
programme giving every-
one a voice, and further
helping to cement The Den-
tistry Show on the map”.
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X-ray warning of
unsafe scanners

Handheld scanners found to be dangerously faulty

The Tianjie Dental Falcon Scanner

cut-price X-ray machine
thought to be being used
at some dental practices

has been found to be ‘potentially
lethal’.

This is according to a report
splashed across the front page of
last Monday’s (3 December) Daily
Mirror under the headline ‘Lethal
X-ray machine at dentists’, which
describes how a series of im-
ported hand-held x-ray scanners
could be lethal to both users and
patients.

The Tianjie Dental Falcon
scanners, which are for sale on
various websites for as little as
£200, were tested at King’s Col-
lege Hospital in London after the
Health Protection Agency (HPA)
raised concerns over the devices.

Richard Paynter, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Health Protection Agen-
cy’s Centre for Radiation, Chemi-
cal and Environmental Hazards,
said: “One of HPA’s roles is to
give advice on the health effects
of radiation exposure. When we
became aware thatthese X-ray sets
were for sale on the internet our
Dental X-ray Protection Services
group bought and tested one.

“When we found the set posed

problems we immediately flagged
the issue with professional den-
tal bodies, so they could tell their
members, notified the Depart-
ment of Health; and also asked the
MHRA to consider taking action.

“We’re delighted that MHRA
is now taking such positive steps
to ensure public and occupational
protection from unnecessary ra-
diation exposure.”

Donald Emerton, Clinical
Evaluator at King’s College Hos-
pital said: “When we tested the X-
ray machine, we found it did not
properly protect either a potential
patient, or the person operating it.

“Over time someone operat-
ing this machine, such as a dental
assistant, would be exposed to un-
acceptable levels of accumulated
radiation and this would have an
increased risk to their health. I
certainly wouldn’t want someone
to use this piece of equipment to
take an X-ray of me.”

The scanners were found to
‘expose users and patients to 10
times the normal level of radiation
— dramatically increasing the risks
of cancer and organ damage’, said
the report in the Daily Mirror.
Investigators also found that the
scanners had botched wiring and
a lack of lead insulation to protect
patients and users against radia-
tion leakage.

At least one dentist in the UK
is known to have used the device,
and many others have said to have
been interested in buying one.

Bruce Petrie, of the MHRA’s
Medical Devices Enforcement
Team, said: “It’s vital that den-
tists and dental staff do not buy
these dental X-ray machines
from eBay or other websites be-
cause they are not approved and
not safe for dentists or patients.

“We have seized 13 of these
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X-ray machines from the dis-
tributor and we are working
with eBay and other govern-
ments to ensure dentists and
patients are protected. We urge
anyone who has bought one of
these machines to contact us on
the MHRA’s hotline on 020 3080
6701 or at counterfeit@mbhra.
gsi.gov.uk”
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when you spend £100.vat on Oral Hygiene products
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or call 01634 878787 today!
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Government crackdown on binge drinking

Alcohol could see a minmum 45p per unit price

inisters are proposing a
minimum price of 45p
per unit of alcohol sold

in England and Wales as part of
a package of measures aimed at
reducing problem drinking and
its associated risks for health
and society as a whole.

In addition to the introduc-
tion of minimum pricing, the
Home Office wants a ban on
multi-buy promotions, such as
two-for-one offers, and a new

health-related objective for alco-
hol licensing.

This latter measure would
mean licensing authorities
would be able to consider alco-
hol-related health harms when
managing problems relating to
the number of premises selling
alcohol in their area.

Damian Green, the govern-
ment’s policing minister, com-
mented: ‘The evidence is clear

- the availability of cheap alcohol
contributes to harmful levels of
drinking.

‘It can’t be right that it is pos-
sible to purchase a can of beer
for as little as 20p.’

Figures suggest that irre-
sponsible drinking costs the tax-
payer £21 billion per year, with
hospitals admitting 1.2 million
patients with alcohol-related
problems last year alone.

Australian example should be followed, charity urges

n Saturday 1 Decem-
ber, Australia became
the first country to

strip all tobacco products of
branding and replace them
with graphic health warnings
designed to reduce the num-
ber of tobacco-related deaths.

The new law means all
cigarettes will now be sold in
olive green packets contain-
ing graphic images warning of
the consequences of smoking,
legislation that organisers of

Mouth Cancer Action Month
believe should be enforced in
the UK.

The news comes on the fi-
nal day of the campaign, and
is welcomed by Chief Ex-
ecutive of the British Dental
Health Foundation, Dr Nigel
Carter OBE.

Dr Carter said: “Any leg-
islation designed to put peo-
ple off smoking, particularly
young people taking up the

habit, is one the Foundation
fully supports.

“These  particular im-
ages are extremely graphic.
If people continue to turn a
blind eye to the dangers posed
by smoking, they are put-
ting themselves at real risk
from a number of diseases
and should see what damage
smoking does.”

Examples of the new packaging

Aspire Academy shapes ‘leaders of
tomorrow’ at The Dentistry Show

he all new ‘Aspire
Academy’ will be run-
ning its first confer-

ence for newly qualified den-
tists on Friday 1st March at the
2013 Dentistry Show.

Hosted by Raj Rattan, the
free to attend conference will
offer clinical and professional
insight into being a modern
dentist and a future prac-

tice owner, with presenta-
tions from Nilesh Parmar and
Prem-Pal Sehmi, Kevin Lewis,
Elaine Halley and Daz Singh.

Five sessions, each with
a mini-ipad up for grabs, to-
gether with a host of online
content and offers from Smile-
On will be available for dele-
gates who attend, followed by
networking drinks and access

to a discounted after dinner
ticket for the “The Big Heart
Party” in aid of Heart Your
Smile.

Dentists who qualified be-
tween 2007 and 2011 can reg-
ister to access a free delegate
place at www.thedentistry-
show.co.uk/aspire

Chair of Public Health England’s Advisory Board announced

rofessor David Heymann
Phas been confirmed as

Chair of Public Health
England’s Advisory Board.

He is currently Chair-
man of the Health Protection
Agency and in his new role
will Chair the Advisory
Board that supports the Chief
Executive of Public Health
England in delivering its
mission to protect and im-
prove the nation’s health,
address inequalities and im-
prove the health of the poor-
est fastest.

Health Secretary Jeremy

Hunt said: “I am delighted to
confirm Professor David Hey-
mann as Chair of Public Health
England’s Advisory Board.
He brings a wealth of expe-
rience to the role as a public
health scientist and doctor at
both national and internation-
al level.”

Professor David Heymann
said: “I feel very privileged to
be appointed as Chair of Pub-
lic Health England’s Advisory
Board. Public Health England
offers an unrivalled opportu-
nity to make a real difference
to the health and wellbeing of
the nation.

“I am looking forward
to continuing to work with
Duncan and his team and am
confident that we have the
expertise to support local gov-
ernment as they take on their
new responsibility for improv-
ing and protecting the public’s
health, as well as working in
partnership with the NHS and
other stakeholders locally and
nationally.”

Chief Executive of Public
Health England Duncan Selbie
said: “I am greatly looking for-
ward to working with David
in pursuit of our mission and
ambition.”

Professor Heymann
will take up post formally as
Chair of Public Health Eng-
land’s Advisory Board on
1 April 2013, when Public
Health England becomes fully
operational.

David Heymann
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Editorial comment

ell, here we

s’ ‘/ are... the last
Dental Trib-

une of 2o12! My, how

time has flown this year.

We have seen a lot happen
this year — not only for the pro-
fession but at Dental Tribune as
well. One notable event for the

Preferred
CQC chair
announced

ollowing an open and
Frigorous recruitment

exercise, David Prior
has emerged as the Govern-
ment’s preferred candidate
for the post of Chair of the
Care Quality Commission.

The Secretary of State for
Health has today invited the
Health Select Committee to
hold a public pre-appointment
scrutiny hearing and report
on the candidate’s suitability
for the post, in line with pro-
posals for scrutiny of key posi-
tions in which Parliament has
an interest.

After a hearing, the Com-
mittee will set out its views
on the candidate’s suitability
for this post. The Secretary
of State will then consider
the conclusions of the Com-
mittee’s report carefully be-
fore deciding whether or not
to proceed with the appoint-
ment.

David Prior is Chairman
of Norfolk and Norwich Uni-
versity Hospitals Foundation
Trust and Chair of an Acade-
my School. David qualified as
a barrister and spent ten years
in the Steel Industry. Between
1995-2002 he served in a num-
ber of political roles, includ-
ing as MP for North Norfolk,
Deputy Chairman and Chief
Executive of the Conserva-
tive Party and a member of
the Trade and Industry Se-
lect Committee. He has been
Chair of a wide range of pri-
vate companies.

David Prior

DT team was the British Dental
Editors’ Forum Young Writer of
the Year Award. This year our
very own Laura Hatton received
this accolade, the first time that
a non academic has won the
award. If you didn’t read her
now award-winning series on Sir
Harry Baldwin but would like to,
drop me an email and I’ll happily

send them to you.

We also saw the establish-
ment of an editorial advisory
board. This collection of people
covering all sectors of the profes-
sion has been a great support for
the team at DT and I would like
to extend my thanks to them for
everything they’ve done this year.
in fact they were so good I intend
to work them harder next year!

I would also like to thank the

readers and advertisers who help
make DT happen. Without our
supporters, we would not be able
to produce Dental Tribune to the
quality and frequency that we do.
Without our readers, there would
be no-one to send it to. So my
heartfelt thanks!

So, all of us at DT
would like to wish you a
Merry Christmas and a
peaceful New Year. we
will see you in 2013!

Do you have an opinion or some-
thing to say on any Dental Tribune

UK artic Or would you like to
your own opinion for our
guest comment page?

If so don’t hesitate to write to:
The Editor,

Dental Tribune UK Ltd,

4th Floor, Treasure House,
19-21 Hatton Garden,
London, EC1 8BA

Or email:
lisa@healthcare-learning.com
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Vitamin D could prevent tooth decay

>

R

Review shows the benefits of Vitamin D

new review shows that
vitamin D could help
prevent dental caries or

tooth decay.

The review, published in

the December issue of Nutri-
tion Reviews, encompassed 24
controlled clinical trials, span-
ning the 1920s to the 1980s, on
approximately 3,000 children
in several countries.

“My main goal was to sum-
marise the clinical trial data-
base so that we could take a
fresh look at this vitamin D
question,” said Dr. Philippe
Hujoel of the University of
Washington, who conducted
the review.

The clinical trials he re-
viewed were conducted in the
United States, Great Britain,
Canada, Austria, New Zea-

land and Sweden. Trials were
conducted in institutional set-
tings, schools, medical and
dental practices, or hospitals.
The subjects were children
or young adults between the
ages of two and 16 years, with
a weighted mean age of 10
years.

The vitamin D question
takes on greater importance
in the light of current public
health trends. Vitamin D lev-
els in many populations are
decreasing while dental car-
ies levels in young children
are increasing.

“Whether this is more than

just a coincidence is open to
debate,” Hujoel said. “In the
meantime, pregnant women
or young mothers can do lit-
tle harm by realising that vi-
tamin D is essential to their
offspring’s health. Vitamin D
does lead to teeth and bones
that are better mineralised.”

Hujoel added a note of cau-
tion to his findings: “One has
to be careful with the inter-
pretation of this systematic
review. The trials had weak-
nesses which could have bi-
ased the result, and most of
the trial participants lived in
an era that differs profoundly
from today’s environment.”

Microcracks in jawbone can lead to stronger bones

recent article in the Jour-
nal of Oral Implantology
suggests that introducing

microcracks in the jawbone can
stimulate bone growth.

The article describes an
approach to oral implant sur-
gery for patients with severely
atrophic jaws that stimulates
bone activation of the future im-
plant location.

Dental patients with se-
verely atrophic jaws have poor
quality and quantity of bone in
which to place an implant. Us-
ing the Osteotensor, a purpose-
designed instrument, a series of

microcracks are created in the
jawbone. A biological response
then takes place: proteins, stem
cells, and other growth factors
work to regenerate the bone.

After 45 to 90 days, implant
surgery can take place. Solid
titanium disks are implanted
into the bone bed and covered
by biomaterial. A rigid, screw-
fixed prosthesis can then be
immediately loaded and be-
come functional.

The authors of the article
report the case of a 74-year-
old woman treated with this
technique after she declined

to undergo a bone grafting
procedure. Forty-five days
after microcracks induced
bone activation, the same Os-
teotensor instrument could
no longer penetrate bone at
23 of 42 impact sites. After 90
days, none of the sites could
be penetrated. Softer, type IV
bone had been transformed
to harder, type 1l bone, and it
was safe to proceed with im-
plant surgery.

Two years later, the pa-
tient’s implants were osseoin-
tegrated, and the regenerated
bone had become functional
bone. Bl

Glasgow Dental School
gets £2.5m makeover

Glasgow University tower

ental services and teach-
Ding at the Glasgow Dental
Hospital and School have
completed a £2.5m refurbishment

programme.

NHS Greater Glasgow and
Clyde (NHSGGC) have invested
almost £2m on a significant pro-
ject to modernise the hospital’s
restorative dental clinics and ex-
pand the central instrument de-

contamination unit.

To complete the package of
enhancements at the hospital The
University of Glasgow have also
invested £500,000 in transforming
a traditional biochemistry labora-
tory into a multi-media teaching
facility.

The new teaching suite is to be
named the Dorothy Geddes Multi-

media Facility in memory of the
late Professor Geddes, who was
a pioneering dental surgeon and
oral biologist and the first woman
to hold a professorship in dentistry
at a UK university.

At a special event to officially
open the new facilities NHSGGC
Chairman Andrew Robertson
said: “The benefit of these invest-
ments will reach many thousands
of dental patients treated each
year. The newly refurbished and
expanded decontamination unit
will serve not only the dental hos-
pital but also 17 community den-
tal clinics in and around Glasgow
offering the very highest standard
of instrument decontamination
available.

The refurbishment includes
a newly expanded central decon-
tamination unit, new restorative
dentistry clinics, a full 3D projec-
tion system, and a virtual micros-
copy suite.

V.
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The technique was used on a 74-year-old patient

Patients put off
dentist due to cost

Money is an issue for dental patients

ccording to a new survey,
Az‘]most one third of people
e putting off going to the

dentist because of the cost.

The survey, carried out on be-
half of the Irish Dental Associa-
tion, found that there has been an
increase in the number of patients
who wait until they experience
pain to visit a dentist.

Three quarters of dentists sur-
veyed said they have seen an in-
crease in the number of patients
who arrive at a surgery in pain
while 93 per cent of dentists have

seen a marked increase in the
number of extractions performed.
Significantly, 91 per cent of den-
tists have seen a decrease in pa-
tient attendance.

Dr Peter Gannon of the IDA
said the results were alarming.

“The simple preventive treat-
ments that were available were
key to maintaining good dental
health for many people. It is wor-
rying to see such problems so
soon and I am concerned that we
we are returning to the days of ex-
tractions and dentures” he said.



Aspire Academy - for tomorrow’s leaders
Friday |Ist March at the Dentistry Show

Free to attend

www.thedentistryshow.co.uk/leaders

Offering newly qualified dentists a clinical and professional insight into being a
modern dentist and a future practice owner. If you qualified between 2007 and
201 | then this is for you - it’s what you don’t get taught at dental school.

* Free to attend

* Membership to the Aspire Academy

* A mini-ipad up for grabs in each of the 5 sessions

* A host of online content and special offers from Smile-on
* Networking drinks after the Show

* Discounted party ticket for the Heart Your Smile Ball

Hosted by Raj Rattan with presentations from Nilesh Parmar &
Prem-Pal Sehmi, Kevin Lewis, Elaine Halley and Daz Singh

Register for free by 18th January and book your place
alongside the leaders of tomorrow.

__/ healthcare
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ack of fixtures review could
rive down value of practice

NASDAL’s Nick Hancock

hanges to the Capital
‘ Allowances Act could

affect practice owners
wishing to sell up.

“You could benefit from a
tax refund now as well as lay-
ing important groundwork in
advance of selling your prac-
tice. The earlier one of these
claims is done the better be-
cause as well as a potential tax
refund, it provides addition-
al capital allowances going
forward”, said NASDAL
member Nick Hancock of
specialist dental accountants

All change for Careers

number of new fea-
tures including a CV
clinic, business room

and hands-on demonstrations
will be on offer alongside
the regular mix of practical
advice, lectures, and exhibi-
tion at next year’s BDA UCL
Eastman Careers Day, the
newly-published programme
reveals.

The annual event, which
takes place on 8 February at
London’s Hotel Russell, gives
young dentists the chance to

explore a range of career op-
tions and specialisms. Each
of the eight rooms at the
event will offer a full pro-
gramme centred around a
particular theme such as
general practice, specialities,
business and finance, experi-
ence building, and hospitals
and special care.

For the first time in 2013
the day will also include a
special programme of guid-
ance sessions for those who
are studying or have passed

Tooth agenesis linked to

family history of cancer

:Hp:

ndividuals with  tooth
Iagenesis have an in-
creased risk of having a
family history of cancer, a new

study in the Journal of Dental
Research has found.

Researchers from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of
Dental Medicine recruited 82
individuals and 328 individu-
als with no birth defect from
the same institution to carry
out the study.

Tooth agenesis was
assessed in permanent teeth

& a8

and was defined based on the
age of the participants and
when initial tooth formation
should be radiographically
visible.

The results showed that in-
dividuals with tooth agenesis
had an increased risk of hav-
ing a family history of cancer
(p = 0.00006). Despite this, the
researchers concluded that
prospective studies are need-
ed to confirm if tooth agenesis
can be used as a risk marker
for cancer.

their ORE exam and a dedi-
cated hands-on demonstration
programme where a range of
experts will demonstrate new
clinical techniques on phan-
tom head simulators. There
will also be a dedicated CV
Clinic offering delegates the
chance to get one-to-one ad-
vice with the speakers.

There will also be a panel
discussion looking at the or-
ganisation of dentistry in the
future. The panel will include
Chief Dental Office Barry

Albert Goodman.

Until now, he explained,
the ‘qualifying fixtures’ have
normally been left as part of
the freehold acquisition price.
For a commercial property be-
ing sold after 5 April 2014, one
of these reviews must be un-
dertaken as part of the sales
process. After that date, the
vendor and the purchaser will
need to specifically agree the
sales price of those fixtures,
usually by making a joint elec-
tion under Section 198 of the
CAA 2001 to achieve the capi-

tal allowance position.

Failure to carry out a fix-
tures review could drive down
the value of the practice. Nick
explained: “If qualifying assets
are not identified with a Sec-
tion 198 election being agreed,
then effectively the buyer and
all subsequent owners will
have no opportunity to make
a capital allowance claim on
qualifying fixtures going for-
ward. This could well have a
detrimental effect on the sale
proceeds figure when you try
and sell your property.”

Day 2015

Cockcroft alongside Professor
Andrew Eder, Professor of Re-
storative Dentistry and Den-
tal Education at the Eastman
Dental Institute, Elizabeth
Jones, Dean of Postgradu-
ate Dentistry for the London
Deanery, and Peter Ward,
Chief Executive at the BDA.
The discussion will be chaired
by Dr Judith Husband, Chair
of Education and Ethics for
the BDA’s Principal Executive
Committee.

ahead

Speaking of the

event, Dr Judith Husband,
said: ‘Those starting out on
their career in dentistry will
find, at the Careers Day, eve-
rything they need to help them
take those essential first steps.
I am pleased that we are once
again working with the UCL
Eastman Dental Institute to
host this event.’

A full programme for
the day and booking informa-
tion is available on the dedi-
cated event page on the BDA
website.

VWhite night for CRISIS

embers of the dental

‘ \ / I community braved
the cold to gather for

a fundraiser with a difference!

Aptly named the Ice
White party, the event saw
more than 200 guests come to-
gether at the swanky Holborn
House club in central Lon-
don for an evening of dancing
and entertainment to raise
money for the homeless char-
ity CRISIS.

Organiser of the event,
dentist Nilesh R Parmar com-
mented: “The Ice White party
was a huge success and I am
overwhelmed by the support
of the entire dental commu-
nity. It was an overwhelming
event to organise but with
help from Louise (Manan
Ltd) and Raj Bhandot (owner
of the club Holborn House),
we were able to really im-
press our guests. So far we
have raised £3,261 for CRISIS
with donations coming in
through the justgiving page

All white for CRISIS

on a daily basis. I would like
to thank all my sponsors for
their financial support and
help with the Ice White party,
and look forward to working
with them again next year!”

o Qe mansd [

To donate to CRISIS via the
Ice White page, go to www.
justgiving.com/theice-whitex-
masparty.
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Wrigley oral healthcare programme
appoints new global manager
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Matthew Kent

he Wrigley Oral Health-
care Programme (WOHP)
has appointed Matthew

Kent as the new Global Manag-
er. Wrigley has hired the senior
health comms specialist to drive
the further development of the
Programme which is focused
on helping dental care profes-
sionals and patients better un-
derstand the role of sugarfree
gum in their oral care routine.
Matthew will be based in Wrig-
ley’s UK headquarters putting
the spotlight on the UK as lead-
ing the way in better oral health.
WOHP operates in 47 countries
around the world and is ground-
ed in more than two decades of
clinical research.

Matthew has a wealth of ex-
perience in both the UK and
internationally. Previously Asso-
ciate Director of London-based

healthcare agency 90TEN, Mat-
thew was responsible for deliver-
ing innovative solutions in public
relations, medical education and
treatment adherence through
smart healthcare communica-
tions with a creative edge. Prior
to 90TEN, Matthew held a sen-
ior position at Tonic Life Com-
munications in New York where
he specialised in delivering high
impact programmes for brands
and companies in pharmaceuti-
cal and consumer health.

Commenting on the appoint-
ment Louisa Rowniree, Com-
munications Manager of the UK
Oral Health Programme, said:
“Matthew has great strategic
and planning skills coupled with
a track record of delivering well

executed healthcare communi-
cations. His international back-
ground will be key to delivering
the Programme’s oral health
messages globally as well as pro-
moting the great work the Pro-
gramme is doing in the UK.”

Matthew added: “This is an
exciting time for Wrigley in
oral care and I’m delighted to
be driving the global Wrigley
Oral Healthcare Programme
from here in the UK. Much
of what happens in the UK
informs and inspires our ac-
tivities across the world, from
educational resources to pub-
lic policy outreach. I’'m look-
ing forward to providing new
creative and strategic insight,
to further engage dental pro-

fessionals and their patients on
the benefits of chewing sugar-
free gum as part of an oral care
routine.”

The benefits of chewing
sugarfree gum are well docu-
mented and it is a clinically
proven way to look after oral
health whilst ‘on the go’. The
science behind chewing is sim-
ple - chewing sugarfree gum
after eating and drinking stim-
ulates the flow of saliva which
washes away food debris, helps
neutralises damaging plaque
acids and remineralises tooth
enamel. The proven benefits
of chewing sugarfree gum pro-
vide a strong reason for den-
tal professionals to recommend
chewing to their patients.

IDH to launch dental academy

ntegrated Dental Hold-
Iings (IDH) has announced
the creation of a Dental
Academy, providing leading
edge clinical training for its

dentists, which will launch in
Spring 2013.

The vision behind the
Dental Academy is to deliv-
er world-class training pro-
grammes initially for IDH
staff, as part of IDH’s commit-
ment to the development of its
people and the highest stand-
ards of dental care across the
UK. Once established, The
Academy will also open its
doors to the wider profession
and offer high-quality devel-

opment for non-IDH dentists.

The state of the art facil-
ity and training centre will be
based in Manchester, and in-
clude a fully functioning den-
tal practice offering both NHS
and private dentistry. The fa-
cility will have lecture rooms,
seminar rooms and surger-
ies equipped to demonstrate
treatments. This will include
decontamination treatment
facilities, radiography train-
ing facilities and a phantom-
head room.

All  forms of training
are there to up-skill dentists
so they can provide more
complex treatments and

Denplan Announces
New Life Presidents

ollowing its acquisition
Fby Simplyhealth, Denplan

has announced that its
former Chairman, David Phil-
lips and former Non-Executive
Director, Meredyth Bell, have
accepted roles as Life Presidents
at Denplan.

The Life President role
has been created to recognise
David and Meredyth’s com-
mitment to Denplan over the
years and their ongoing involve-
ment and support for the dental
profession.

Denplan Managing Director,
Steve Gates commented: “I'm
thrilled that we have been able
to secure the services of Da-

vid and Meredyth. In their new
roles as Life Presidents they will
continue to play a key role in a
number of Denplan activities
and remain ambassadors for the
business. They have both been
instrumental in the success of
Denplan and their ongoing expe-
rience and input will continue to
be warmly received, alongside
our other expert advisors.”

L-R David Phillips and Meredyth Bell

will also cover their general
CPD* as well as nurse, hy-
gienist and therapist train-
ing. Both hands-on and web
based teaching methods will
be available.

Richard Smith, CEO at
IDH says, “Dentistry is a rap-
idly changing industry in the
UK, developments in preven-
tative care and cosmetic solu-
tions have increased the in-
dustry’s need for an enhanced
skill mix from dentists. As
the largest employer of den-
tists and practice staff in the
UK the Academy is our way
of responding to the chang-
ing needs of our staff and cus-

tomers. Our ambition is for
The Academy to improve the

standard of dental practice in
the UK.”

ADI appoints official DCP Committee Member

he Association of
Dental Implantol-
ogy (ADI) has elected

Juliette Reeves as their first
official Dental Care Profes-
sional Committee Member.
Juliette, a hygienist, will
represent dental care pro-
fessional (DCP) members on
the ADI Committee over the
next two years, as announced
at the ADI’s annual general
meeting on Monday 19 No-
vember.

The ADI Committee,
which comprises 15 clinicians
and one technician repre-
sentative from around the
UK, meets on a quarterly ba-
sis to direct the future of
the organisation on behalf
of its 2,000 members. Juli-
ette will be involved in liais-

ing with and representing the
ADI’'s DCP members, ensur-
ing that their interests are
being met.

Juliette is a successful
hygienist and nutritionist
with more than 30 years’ ex-
perience. Her main areas of
interest are nutritional in-
fluences in periodontal dis-
ease, stress and bone density.
Juliette has received
training in implant main-
tenance from master -class
academies in Geneva, Liech-
tenstein and more recently in
the US.

Juliette says, “I am de-
lighted to have been given the
opportunity to work with the
ADI Committee on behalf of
my fellow DCP’s. As the field

of implant dentistry develops
and the number of implant
placements increases, it is

critical that the dental team
also progresses.”

Juliette Reeves
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The Minimally Invasive Dentistry Show!

Ken Harris talks MI and the MSc in Restorative and Aesthetic Dentistry

he media and certain
groups within our own
profession seem intent

upon exposing “the unpleas-
ant and unacceptable face of
cosmetic dentistry” to para-

phrase our former premier,
Ted Heath.

The media have been on
this tack since the dawn of
time (or at least the dawn of

L UMI NEE RS

the TIMES) and it goes some-
thing like this. Dentist butch-
ers perfectly healthy teeth
in the name of cosmetic im-
provement, shock horror!!!

The profession responds
with alarm and a new phi-
losophy is hastily trotted out
to pacify the indignant Daily
Mail readership. Atraumatic
extraction anybody? Perhaps a
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no-prep veneer?

Yes folks, it’s the Minimally
Invasive Dentistry Show, the
art of fighting without fight-
ing. A very laudable ideal, but
many of us actually practice
“Realistic Dentistry” driven
by real patients who demand
real results and not some
faddish, here today, gone to-
morrow solution. Further-
more many patients (at least
my patients) just want their
teeth to look good, and are not
too concerned about how it
happens.

However, few patients
can resist the oleaginous
charms of the current heavy-
weight champion of the mini-
mally invasive movement
when correctly presented;
put your hands together for
tooth whitening, ladies and
gentlemen!!

An excellent module has
us all fully spammed-up about
tooth whitening. The science
has been comprehensively

‘Furthermore many
patients (at least
my patients) just

want their teeth to

look good, and are
not too concerned
about how it
happens’

covered, check. We know our
Carbamides from our pure
peroxides, check. Even inter-
nal bleaching of single teeth
has been blitzed, checkitty
check!! That should hit any
media objections clear out of
the park, surely?

Now don’t get me wrong,
tooth bleaching should be the
first offering of any self-re-
specting dentist when the evil
cosmetic dental devil comes a-
callin’, but it will not straight-
en teeth or replace lost tooth
tissue ... which is where it all
gets a little messy.

Let’s quickly rewind back
to the heady days of spring
when our anterior aesthet-
ics module began. As well
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as tooth whitening, we
have also touched upon the
minimally invasive mira-
cle that is “rapid orthodon-
tics” (another fashionable,
fad?). On a more traditional
note, we have been lifted to
celestial heights of ecstasy
watching the prodigiously
gifted Dr Gregory Brambilla in
action. I would suggest there
are few better exponents of
the art of direct resin, and we
are so fortunate to have him
lead the direct composite res-
in module.

The latest minimally inva-
sive offering, the concept of
“Pragmatic Aesthetics” was
also introduced during this
module by the ever likeable
Professor Trevor Burke, but I
do wonder just where we are
allowed to draw the line with
“pragmatic”. I'm equally not
convinced my patients would
compromise aesthetics for
tooth preservation to the de-
gree as was suggested. Fur-
thermore, it takes real skill
to convincingly rebuild teeth
with composite resin, and I'm
sure Trevor would agree he’s
no Gregory Brambilla, I know
I’'m not.

Equally, boiling down aes-
thetic dentistry to just stick-
ing bits of composite to teeth,
admirable though it is, seems
just a teensy bit reductive
I feel, and a truly excellent
module concerning the resto-
ration of root filled teeth sug-
gests a tacit agreement by our
tutors that we should not put
our drills away just yet.

However, for now we have
been asked to demonstrate
just our minimally invasive
credentials by providing two
simple aesthetic case reports
to test our progress. As a card
carrying Manchester Univer-
sity student, I was looking for-
ward to the traditional long
summer break, and we were
duly rewarded for all our hard
work with all of August off;
hurrah for the holidays!! The
holiday smile was soon wiped
from my face however, when
the case report deadline was

About the author

Ken Harris gradu-
ated from the den-
tal school of the
University of New-
castle upon Tyne
in 1982 and passed
MFGDP(UK) in
1996. He maintains
a fully private prac-
tice with branches
in Sunderland and Newecastle upon
Tyne specialising in complex den-
tal reconstruction cases based upon
sound treatment planning protocols.
He is one of only two Accredited Fel-
lows of BACD, holds full membership
of BAAD and remains a sustaining
member of AACD. He is currently UK
Clinical Director for the California
Center for Advanced Dental Studies
and the only UK Graduate and Mentor
of the Kois Center in Seattle.

announced as early Septem-
ber; hold the Ambre Solaire!

Nothing too complex said
our tutors; it’s not about show-
ing off, but more about learn-
ing your limitations, Hm-
mmmm! My first case involved
whitening and direct compos-
ite resin to restore a trauma-
tised upper central incisor.
Think I managed that one
OK (thank you Dr Brambilla).
The other, a case of replacing

two old PFM crowns with all
ceramic alternatives. Unfor-
tunately case reports are not
as simple as they sound when
you have to back up your de-
cision making with academic
references from the litera-
ture. I guess that’s what being
an academic is really about,
and why I am doing the MSc
after all.

Fast forward to an early
September evening in London

with the lethargic city nursing
a post-Olympic hangover; it’s
the eve of our second residen-
tial course. Speaking of hang-
overs, many of us are meeting
at a local hostelry to trade MSc
stories and reignite old friend-
ships. This is what the MSc is
really about, socialising with
like-minded colleagues.

However, when the child of
morning, rosy-fingered Dawn,
appears we begin four days of

Proue it to
ourself -
Whiter Teecth

in 1 TMinute

just leave toothpaste on teeth for
up to 1 minute before brushing

We're confident you'll love
Beverly Hills Formula toothpaste
we offer 100% money back guarantee

*see back of the toothpaste carton for information on money back guarantee

intense teaching starting with
the excellent Professor Burke
on posterior aesthetics fol-
lowed by two whole days with
the awe-inspiring Prof Nasser
Barghi keeping the Anterior
end up. Bring it on!

I’ve just discovered there
is also the little matter of an-
other essay, and this time it’s
a big one. A whopping 2,500
words is required. ’'m hiding
behind the settee!!

Beverly Hills Formula is delighted to announce that their Total Protection Whitening toothpaste is

proven to be less abrasive than some other leading brands of both whitening and regular toothpastes

Need advice?
Ask the stain removal experts:

www.beverlyhillsformula.com

sales@beverlyhillsformula.com



