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Participants of the world’s largest dental check queuing at a Church of Christ
medical and dental mission in Jakarta. (DTI/Photo courtesy of Iglesia ni cristo,
the Philippines)          4ASIA NEWS, page 3
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TOKYO, Japan: Findings from a
recent survey of dentists in Japan
have revealed that in 2011 one in
four had seen patients with health
complications due to dental im-
plant treatment. Over 90 per cent
of the dentists surveyed also re-
ported having treated patients
last year with problems related to
implants placed by a colleague.

Pointing to the general risks
of implant procedures, the Direc-
tor of the Japanese Academy of
Maxillofacial Implants Kanichi
Seto told the Asahi Shimbun
newspaper that some of the cases
might be related to dentists using
clinically unsuitable methods or
technologies. He called on pa-
tients suffering from problems
after implant treatment to seek
medical help at dental clinics im-
mediately.

In Asia, Japan has the second
highest penetration rate of den-
tal implants after South Korea
currently. According to figures
from the AstraZeneca Group in

London, UK, almost half a mil-
lion implants were placed in the
country in 2006, a figure that ex-
perts say has further increased in
recent years, despite the reces-
sion and March 2011 tsunami.

Business figures from lead-
ing market players suggest that

Japan’s dental implant market is
growing by more than two per
cent annually.

First dental implants were
placed in Japan in the early
1970s. Although not covered by
national dental insurance, the
procedure has become a wide-

ly accepted treatment method
among patients and dentists. The
International Team for Implan-
tology, a Straumann affiliate and
one of the world’s largest pro -
viders of dental implant edu -
cation, recently held its first
Japanese congress in Tokyo in
June. DT
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Periodontal therapy
The latest insights 
on gender aspects
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Endodontic retreatment
Achieving success 
the second time around

Researchers from India have
successfully tested a method
that could help dentists to iden-
tify children who are at risk 
of developing Early Childhood
Caries, the highly virulent form
of tooth decay. In clinical tests
conducted on pre-schoolers
from Mangalore, they reported 
a link between the children’s bit-
ter taste perception of a drug
used in the treatment of auto -
immune disease and their oral
health status.

According to the research -
ers, children who reacted to 
6-n-propylthiouracil showed a
greater dislike of sweet foods
compared with those who could
not taste the compound. They
also had fewer dental problems
than those who did not react 
to it. DT
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Multiple diastemas
Pros & cons of a makeover
with indirect veneers

Implant treatment woes high
among Japanese dental patients

The FDI World Dental Fed -
eration has announced that
China’s Minister for Health,
Prof. Chen Zhu, will be the first
recipient of the Inaugural World
Oral Health Recognition Award.
The 59-year-old haematologist
was selected owing to his con -
tributions to the development of
dentistry in China, the organi -
sation said.

Politically independent Zhu
was appointed Minister of
Health of the People’s Republic
of China in early 2007. Since
then, he has implemented re-
forms of the country’s health
care system, which included the
expansion of basic health cover-
age to urban and rural areas,
among other things. According
to FDI officials, the award will 
be given to Zhu officially during
the opening ceremony of this
year’s FDI Annual World Dental
Congress in Hong Kong in Au-
gust.

It is the first time that the 
FDI has awarded an individual
for his or her contributions to
dentistry. DT

Zhu to
 receive first
FDI award

Emission from handheld mo-
bile phones like heat and radio
frequency radiation can cause
functional and volumetric changes
in the parotid glands. In tests with
heavy users, researchers recently
observed an increase in the sali-
vary flow rate and the volume of
parotid glands on the side of the
head where mobile phones were
frequently held. DT

Mobile phones
 under scrutiny

A new study, conducted on
 behalf of the European Commis-
sion, has recommended phasing
out dental amalgam use over the
next few years owing to mer-
cury’s negative impact on the en-
vironment. The decision to effect
a ban would probably be made 
in 2013, and become applicable
five years later, the authors sug-
gested. DT

Europe closer 
to amalgam ban
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Many patients in Japan seem to experience complications after dental implant surgery. (DTI/Photo Peng Guang Chen)

Thyroid
drug could
detect 
caries early
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SUVA, Fiji: Locals and visitors 
to the Fiji islands have been
warned by the country’s con-
sumer council to be aware of
fake dentists or those practising
without a proper licence after
several cases of dental malprac-
tice were reported throughout
the island state in which patients
were left with pain or lost their
teeth owing to unprofessional
treatment.

The Ministry of Health also
released information recently
about a Chinese couple who had
been operating an illegal dental
surgery for years in their home
near the capital Suva. According
to the Department of Immigra-
tion, they are currently being
 investigated and could face
 deportation owing to breach of
the Immigration Act, despite the
woman being a dental officer in
her home country.

Prior to this, a woman from
Canada had one of her front
teeth extracted by an employee
of a dental clinic who did not
have a licence to practise den-
tistry but had posed as a dentist.

“The council is urging the
public to be mindful of such
 unscrupulous dentists and run
background checks on them
 before seeking their services,”
the council advised in a press
 release. “People must ask the
name of the dentist who is to per-
form the procedures on them

and also ask to see his or her
 registration certificate.”

Dental professionals wishing
to practise in the Fiji islands have
to register with the Fiji Medical
and Dental Council. In recent
years, however, an increasing
number of dentists have not
 renewed their annual licence, 
a circumstance that forced the
regulatory body to run a wide-
spread public campaign recently
and threaten unwilling practi-
tioners with disciplinary action.
According to the council, they
were also informed of a number
of cases of dental graduates be-
ing employed by dental clinics
and practices without them first
being registered.

Fiji currently has slightly over
100 dentists, most of whom work
for the government. Costs for
dental treatment have increased
in recent years owing to ex -
pensive imports of dental equip-
ment, according to the Fiji Dental
Association, which makes the
cost of regular treatment pro -
hibitively high for most patients.

The results of the last oral-
health survey conducted in 2004
indicate that caries prevalence
among all age groups in the
country is high. 

Statistics from a new cam-
paign launched in 2011 are ex-
pected to be released later this
year. DT
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Several cases of dental malpractice were recently reported to Fijian authorities.
(DTI/Photo Teerawut Masawat)

Unlicensed dentists plague
the Republic of Fiji
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MANILA, the Philippines: Re-
cently, a medical and dental mis-
sion organised by the Church of
Christ in Manila in the Philippines
broke the world record for the
most people involved in a dental
health check. Over 4,100 people
were examined within eight hours

by the mission in the Philippines’
capital in the second weekend of
July, according to Guinness World
Records in London.

The previous record was 3,377
people, checked during an oral
health event organised by the
 Indian Dental Association and

Wrigley in Mumbai in October
2009. With 66,322 people checked,
India still holds the world record
for the most people involved in 
a dental examination in multiple
locations since November 2010.

Guinness currently recog-
nises a couple of dental records,

including the longest tooth ex-
tracted and the oldest person to
have received dental implants.

In addition to the most dental
checks performed on one day, the
Manila mission also broke two
other records in the most blood
pressure readings and blood

 glucose level tests categories.
 According to Guinness represen-
tative Tarika Vara, it was the first
time that three records were
 broken simultaneously. She re-
marked that the standard of the
health checks was very high and of
great benefit to all those involved.

Over 1,000 medical and dental
professionals are reported to have
taken part in the event, which saw
overall attendance by 100,000
people. The mission also provided
medication, minor surgical treat-
ment and relief food packs. DT

DT Asia Pacific

JAKARTA, Indonesia: The Indo -
nesian ministry of health has de-
layed the deadline for a new law
that could mean the end for thou-
sands of small dental businesses
in the South-East Asian country.
The regulations, originally in-
tended to take effect in April, are
aimed at preventing dental tech-
nicians, also called tukang gigi,
from performing dental proce-
dures on patients.

The postponement is the min-
istry’s response to the protests by
thousands of dental workers, who
claim that the ban will force them
out of business. It has announced
that it will use the six months for
providing training opportunities
to the affected workers in order 
to improve the situation and
lessen the risk of maltreatment of
patients.

An estimated 75,000 dental
technicians are currently working
in Indonesia, of which a large por-
tion have been offering basic den-
tal procedures, such as extractions
and fillings, in addition to dentures,
without a licence from the health
authorities. In recent years, many
low-income households who can-
not afford regular treatment have
become dependent on tukang gigi
as their only means of receiving
some form of dental care.

According to figures from the
World Health Organization in
Geneva, Indonesia has a current
shortage of approximately 4,000
dentists. The situation is the most
severe in many rural parts of the
country, where oral health care is
almost non-existent.

Representatives of dental tech-
nician organisations welcomed
the decision to postpone the dead-
line but said that the six-month
 period would be too short to be 
able to improve the situation and
that the government’s intentions
beyond September still remain
 unclear.

They called on the ministry to
de velop a long-term plan for the
profession, rather than punishing
them for the misconduct of a few. DT

Dental
 workers get 
a breather
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Christian organisation in the
 Philippines breaks dental world record
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The latest figures from Japan
about complications due to den-
tal implants are indeed alarm-
ing. While officials seem quick to
downplay the issue, blame can-
not be easily transferred to only 
a few bad examples in the dental
community.

Of course, there are problems
with training when clinicians
with no former surgical experi-
ence are able to gain certificates
for placing implants through
courses that run over just a 
single weekend. The other side
of the coin is the dental implant 
in dustry, whose interests are not
 always compatible with those of
the patient. 

While big manufacturers in-
vest a great deal in clinical test-
ing, a number of smaller compa-
nies have entered the market in
recent years that simply dupli-
cate designs. Therefore, it is not
an exception that nowadays a
number of implants are thrown
on the market with only a few
months of clinical testing or even
no testing at all.

Unfortunately, with most of
these implants, patients have
more or less become guinea pigs
for medical devices on the edge.
Dentists should be aware of this
before considering treatment. 

Yours sincerely,

Daniel Zimmermann
Group Editor
Dental Tribune International

DT

Dear
reader, 

Dr Diah Ayu Maharani
Indonesia

Last year, the Indonesian gov-
ernment announced legislation 
to stop dental technicians from
performing dental treatment. This
regulation was originally planned
to come into force six months later
in order to give the government
time to implement short- and long-
term planning and to reach con-
sensus among all stakeholders on
this issue.

The first law on dental techni-
cians, introduced in 1969, legalised
this profession and issued them with
the authority to provide patients with
removable full and partial acrylic
dentures only. This regulation, how-
ever, was never really enforced for
unknown reasons. Therefore, it has
become common for dental tech -
nicians to also place fillings, fabri-
cate and place fixed dentures, and
perform orthodontic treatment and

even extractions without the neces-
sary education. As a result, no new
registrations of dental technicians
have been permitted since 1989.

Although political stakeholders
still argue over the real cause of the
dental health crisis in Indonesia, 
it might be the result of a com-
plex interrelation of factors. Socio-
economic disparity has created an
imbalance in accessing dental care,
resulting in services that are fo-
cused on income rather than actual
need. The costs of dental treatments
have exploded owing to the absence
of pricing regulations, forcing dis-
advantaged parts of the popula-
tion to rely on dental technicians 
to maintain their stomatognathic
function, and resulting in often il -
legal practices. Recent reports have
also described the high, unmet de-
mand for and persistent inequality
in dental care in Indonesia owing to
the dental work force shortage, as
well as geographical and economic
barriers. A lack of commitment to
preventive community-based den-
tal health promotion might also be 
a factor. Prevention is still very far

from being appreciated. Needless
to say, investment in prevention is
still rare in this country.

The Indonesian government
has demonstrated its willingness to
improve the nation’s dental health
by committing itself to the estab-
lishment of a universal health-care
coverage system. However, it is also
time to evaluate the dental work
force system and start distinguish-
ing clearly between the authorised
roles of dentists, hygienists and
dental technicians. Moreover, re-
sisting globalisation is like defying
the law of gravity; therefore, in-
creasing the quality and quantity 
of the dental work force based on
need is necessary for competing in
the global market. DT

Dr Diah Ayu Maharani is a re-
searcher at the University of In-
donesia’s Faculty of Dentistry in
Jakarta. She can be contacted at
diah.ayu64@ui.ac.id.
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Re: “A keener eye on 
post-market activities”
 ( Dental Tribune Asia Pacific,
Vol. 10, No 5, page 4)

This looks like one of the cases in
which a few companies will suffer
some financial losses, but hopefully
many more will benefit from the new
changes to the regulations. As dental
tourism continues to grow, it is al-
ways nice to hear that the bar is 
being raised around the globe. We 
at the Johns Hopkins Dental Group
concentrate exclusively on the Costa
Rican market, but we realise what
happens abroad may have an impact
on the entire industry. 

Howard Siegler, 04.06.2012

Re: “Un-cosmetic dentistry”
( Dental Tribune Asia Pacific,
Vol. 10, No 6, page 15–17)

I agree with most of what you have
said. At two feet, you cannot distin-
guish between porcelain and well-
done composite. In my 36 years of
working as a GP, I have seen a lot of
less-than-desirable composite and
C & B. It does not take much extra
time to do it well and that is your best
advertising in the long run.

In the last few years, I have removed
some bonding that was done 20
years ago and simply bleached the
teeth and we were done. Bleaching
20 years ago was not what it is today.
I still have my Union Broach heating
instrument with its heating paddle.
We used 35 per cent superoxol with
a rubber dam and cotton soaked in
superoxol and heated it. It worked
but was tedious and slow.

The best part of removing old bond-
ing is that the teeth are never cut, and
I often see decent-looking teeth that
only need a little whitening but in the
wrong dental chair would be sliced
and diced. 

Terry Shaw, 10.06.2012

To the Editor
Cases of
 seppuku are
reportedly
 increasing 
in Japan

Evaluate the dental work force system
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KENSINGTON, Md. & WASHINGTON,
D.C., USA: One of the pioneers of
CT scanning technology for use
in medicine has died at the age 
of 86. Robert S. Ledley, a trained
dentist turned biomedical re-
searcher from New York City,
passed away in July, family mem-
bers told US media.

Ledley had suffered from
Alzheimer’s disease. He died in 
a nursing facility in Kensington,
Md., near Washington, D.C.,
leaving his wife, two sons and
four grandchildren, according to
the notice of death.

Ledley started work on CT
scanning technology while he 
was working as a professor in the
Department of Physiology and
Biophysics at the Georgetown Uni-
versity Medical Center’s School of
Medicine. There, he presented the
first functional device able to per-
form a full-body scan to the public
in 1973. The original is current-
ly on display at the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, D.C.

In addition to his achieve-
ments in the field of CT scanning,
Ledley also helped to develop the
Film Input to Digital Automatic
Computer, an image-scanning
technology used in the analysis of
chromosomes, as well as a diag-
nostic device to assist in the diag-
nosis and study of neurological
and ophthalmic disorders called
the Computerized Electro Neuro
Ophthalmograph.

He was also founder of the Na-
tional Biomedical Research Foun-
dation, a non-profit organization
intended to support the develop-
ment of computer technology for
use in biomedical research.

“Bob’s intellectual span and
pioneering always amazed me,”
radiologist and Editor-in-Chief of
Computerized Medical Imaging
and Graphics, a scientific journal
Ledley founded in 1976, Stephen
Wong told Dental Tribune. “His
relentless efforts in applying
electronics, computing, and ma -
thematics to improve medicine
not only made lasting impacts to
the fields of medical imaging,
bioinformatics, and health in -
formatics, but also has inspired
many generations of scientists,
engineers, and researchers, in-
cluding myself, to dedicate their
lives to this profession.”

“Bob lived a wonderful and
productive life. He certainly will
be missed,” Wong added.

Ledley held a dental degree
from the New York University
College of Dentistry received in
1948. During his dental career,
he served both at the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center of
the US Army Dental Corps and at
the former National Bureau of

Standards’ Dental Materials
Section, where he developed a
system to optimise the fitting of
dentures.

For his scientific work, Led-
ley was awarded the National
Medal of Technology, among
other honours. He is also an
 inductee of the National Inven-
tors Hall of Fame since the year
1990. DT
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Ledley presenting at a dental exhibi-
tion in 1952.

Robert S. Ledley posing with the world’s first CT scanner at the National Museum
of American History/Smithsonian Institutes.

Father of CT scanner dies

DENTAL TRIBUNE Asia Pacific Edition World News 5

AD

(D
TI

/P
ho

to
s N

at
io

na
l B

io
m

ed
ic

al
 R

es
ea

rc
h 

Fo
un

da
tio

n,
 U

SA
)

DTAP0712_05_News  07.08.12  16:20  Seite 1



DTI

SEATTLE, Wash., USA: Ac-
cording to the World Health
 Organisation, neurological and
behavioural disorders may be
observed after inhalation or
 ingestion of different mercury
compounds. Researchers from

the University of Washington’s
Department of Environmental
and Occupational Health Sci-
ences have now suggested that
children and boys in particular
are susceptible to the effects of
mercury from dental amalgam
fillings owing to their genetic
predisposition.

They   hypothesised   that
CPOX4, a genetic variant of the
enzyme  coproporphyrinogen
oxidase, which increases sen -
sitivity to the neurobehavioral
effects of mercury in adults, 
also influences the neurotox-
ic effects of mercury in chil-
dren.

In order to evaluate the neu-
robehavioral effects of mercury
from amalgam tooth fillings, they
assessed neurobehavioral per-
formance and urinary mercury
levels in 330 schoolchildren (164
boys and 166 girls) at baseline
and at seven subsequent annual
intervals after initial placement.

According to the researchers,
performance in all five tested
 domains of neurobehavioral de-
creased with increasing mercury
exposure in males with the
CPOX4 variant. Significant mer-
cury dose–response effects were
observed in 11 of the 23 test out-
comes, all in the direction of im-
paired performance. In contrast,
no such relationship was found
in girls, who performed similarly
in two tests only.

Among boys, diminished per-
formance was observed in tests
of attention, suggesting possible
impairment of attentional vitality
and flexibility. Significant effects
on tests of learning and memory
and of visual acuity were also
found, suggesting possible de -
cre ments of verbal learning and
memory, as well as of perceptual
cognition.

“These findings are the first 
to demonstrate genetic suscepti-
bility to the adverse neurobehav-
ioral effects of mercury exposure
in children,” the researchers
concluded. Since neither mer-
cury nor CPOX4 alone substan-
tially affected neurobehavioral
performance in same-age girls,
the researchers think that sex-
related genetic predisposition
 affects susceptibility. They rec-
ommended that these observa-
tions be taken into consideration
in risk assessment and preven-
tion, especially in children.

The WHO lists mercury and
its compounds as one of the top
ten groups of chemicals of major
public health concern. In 2009,
the organisation recommended
a global amalgam phasedown by
promoting disease prevention
and alternative dental fillings.

While some European coun-
tries, such as Norway, Sweden
and Denmark, have banned the
use of dental amalgam in re-
cent years, its use is still wide-
spread.

The US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration recognises that
high levels of mercury vapour
exposure from elemental mer-
cury are associated with adverse
effects in the brain and the kid-
neys. However, owing to low
 levels of mercury vapour asso -
ciated with amalgam fillings, 
the organisation considers them
safe for adults and children aged
six and above, except for cer-
tain risk groups like pregnant
women and people with known
allergies.

Study data was obtained from
the Casa Pia Study of the Health
Effects of Dental Amalgam in
Children, conducted between
1996 and 2006 with 507 pupils
aged 8 to 12 in the Casa Pia school
system in Lisbon, Portugal.

The article was published
 online on July 2 in the Neuroto -
xicology and Teratology journal
ahead of print. DT
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BANGKOK, Thailand: In a re-
cent acquisition spree, Henry
Schein has bought a major share
in dental products provider
 Accord from Bangkok. While fi-
nancial details of the deal were
not disclosed, the Thai company
is expected to add US$15 million
in sales to Schein’s global den-
tal business and expand its posi-
tion in the growing Asian dental
markets.

In addition to its purchase of
Accord, the world’s largest sup-
plier of medical and dental prod-

ucts has bought Ortho Technolo-
gies, a provider of orthodontics
supplies, to facilitate the growth
of its orthodontics offering. In a
third buy, Henry Schein also ac-
quired medical laboratory serv-
ice provider MLS in Bakersfield,
California.

The partial takeover of Thai-
land’s largest dental dealer may
come as a surprise for some, as
Henry Schein had earlier an-
nounced that it was pursuing
growth opportunities in Asia but
mentioned expansion into India
and China as its first priority.
Chairman and CEO Stanley M.
Bergman said in a statement that

the latest acquisition of Accord
will not only give his company
the opportunity to establish its
presence in the fifth largest den-
tal market in Asia, but also serve
as an anchor for further expan-
sion into South-East Asia.

According to figures from 
the US Commercial Service in
Bangkok, the heavily import-
driven dental market in Thai-
land was estimated to be worth
more than US$120 million in
2008.

Run by the Charnsethikul
family since 1976, Accord cur-
rently distributes dental products,
including well-known brands
from global manufacturers like
Shofu, Planmeca and the GC Cor-
poration, to over 5,000 customers
in Thailand. Through the acqui-
sition, the family will still retain
25 per cent of its former business,
while Henry Schein will hold the
remaining 75 per cent, both com-
panies said last week.

Henry Schein maintains other
business operations in the Asia
Pacific region through af filiates
and subsidiaries in Australia
(Henry Schein Halas) and New
Zealand (Henry Schein Shal-
foon). Since last year, the com-
pany has also distributed its
 dental portfolio through Aniam
Biomedical to customers in
Hong Kong and the People’s Re-
public of China.

Worldwide, Henry Schein
operates in 26 markets with a
 focus on North America and
Western Europe. Last year, the
company reported record sales
of US$8.5 billion through its
medical, dental and veterinary
businesses. DT
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BERLIN, Germany: The FDI
World Dental Federation and
DTI have announced the
strengthening of their efforts 
to lead the world to optimal 
oral health. During the eighth
 Dental Tribune International
Publishers’ Meeting in Berlin,
joined by FDI Executive Di -
rector Jean-Luc Eiselé, they
discussed joint strategies to ad-
dress changes and future chal-
lenges in dentistry, including
the FDI’s Global Caries Initia-
tive.

With this campaign, launched
in 2009, the dentists’ organi -
sation aims to facilitate the
 development and implemen -
tation of a new universal ap-
proach with regard to caries
classification and manage-
ment. The Dental Tribune In-
ternational Publishing Group
will support these efforts
through an exclusive media
partnership and educational
materials produced via the
Dental Tribune Study Club,
which will be presented for the
first time to 190 members of 
the World Dental Parliament at
the upcoming Annual World
Dental Congress in Hong Kong.

“With these efforts, Dental
Tribune and the FDI will again
lead the change in dentistry,”

DTI president and CEO Torsten
Oemus said.

Both organisations have been
collaborators since 2005, when
Dental Tribune was appointed
official media partner for the
FDI’s Annual World Dental Con-
gress in Montreal in Canada.
Since then, the German-based
dental media company has pub-
lished the FDI’s official daily
 congress newspaper, Worldental
Daily, at its congresses in Dubai,
Stockholm and Singapore,among
others.

This year marks the eighth
time that international partners
of the Dental Tribune Inter -
national network have gathered

for the annual licence partner
meeting since the group was
founded in 2002. It saw the
launch of new projects in mar-
kets like South Korea, Australia
and the Middle East. DTI’s
global operations have grown
significantly in the last decade
and now include media busi-
nesses in 30 countries around
the world. Besides a large port-
folio of general and specialised
dental publications, the group
also offers dental education
through its sister company 
DT Study Club in various mar-
kets.

The next meeting is to be
held during IDS Cologne in
March 2013. DT

DTI’s licence partner meeting in June was held for the eighth time. (DTI/Photo
Daniel Zimmermann, DTI)

Left: Stanley M. Bergman (DTI/Photo Henry Schein, USA)—Right: View of Bangkok’s business district. (DTI/Photo Natapong Paopijit)

Schein Dental expands into Asia
Dental equipment provider also buys US ortho and lab biz
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DTI signs new partners 
in Vietnam and South Korea,
sees visit by FDI executive
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TORONTO, Canada: Manufac-
turers of dental CAD/CAM sys-
tems will have to look towards
the Far East, as growth in this
 industry segment in countries
like Japan is expected to outpace
traditional markets in Europe
and North America, a report by
Millennium Research Group
predicts.

According to the paper re-
leased by the Canadian market
intelligence provider in July,
CAD/CAM markets in Europe
will not show improvement be-
fore 2014, while Japan will see
dramatic growth in this segment
owing to under-penetration in
dental offices and increasing
 interest by dentists in investing
in the technology. In addition,
decreased reimbursement for
conventional metal restorations
by national health insurance is
expected to increase the com-
petiveness of new materials for
manufacturing prosthetics like
dental ceramics, the report
states.

Despite its recent economic
troubles, Japan is currently the
largest market for dental CAD/
CAM and prosthetics in the Asia
Pacific region after Australia and
South Korea. 

Since the coun try has to import
much of its CAD/CAM technology
from abroad, the field is largely
dominated by European and US
manufacturers, such as Sirona,
Nobel Biocare and 3M ESPE. 

A few domestic companies
have launched their own systems
in recent years, such Kuraray
Nori take Dental’s KATANA sys-
tem, which is now distributed
worldwide.

Millennium Research Group
predicts that the global market
for dental CAD/CAM will exceed
US$540 million by 2016, to con-
stitute over one tenth of the over-
all market for dental equipment.
With over 60 per cent, chairside
systems like intra-oral scan-
ners will have the largest share 
in this segment, the company
said. DT

CAD/CAM systems
market in Japan to
gain momentum
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