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AN ADVANCEMENT IN CLEAR ALIGNER
TREATMENT EFFICIENCY

Introducing the first fully
integrated buttons as an
integral part of an aligner.

CDA Presents heads back to
Anaheim from May 13 to 15

By Aaron Rothkopf, Dental Tribune
Staff

he Real Housewives and Mickey
Mouse call it home, and from
May 13 to 15, it might also be your
home away from home as you
head to Anaheim and the Anaheim Con-
vention Center for this year’s CDA Pres-
ents The Art and Science of Dentistry.

This year’s meeting is set to fill your
days with one-of-a-kind educational pro-
gramming, an exhibit hall full of the in-
dustry’s latest products and technology
plus many opportunities to talk shop
with new and old friends.

There are several new learning oppor-
tunities at this year’s event. The Spark
Innovation Theater and Product Play-
ground will help you connect with ex-
hibitors and get a chance to try out the
latest technology. Also new, the Career

Accelerator and Career Pathways Fair.
You’ll have the chance to get one-on-one
expert coaching into career alternatives
and connect with leaders in the field of
dentistry.

More than 20,000 dental profession-
als are expected at this year’s event. Also
featured this year are more than 200
courses where you can earn C.E. credit,
more than 450 exhibitors setting up
their products across the exhibit hall
and more than 130 speakers who will
give speeches and lectures on a wide
assortment of topics that help you and
your office grow and prosper.

One of the big draws of CDA Presents
is the wide assortment of opportunity
to learn. With more than 200 classes be-
ing offered, your dental team has a huge
selection to choose from and multiple

~See ANAHEIM, page A2
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CDA Presents The Art and Science of Dentistry is returning to the Anaheim Convention Center
from May 13 to 15. Photo/Eric Seid, Dental Tribune Staff

AAPD to honor outstanding members

The American Academy of Pediatric
Dentistry (AAPD), the leading authority
on childrems oral health, will celebrate
the 2026 winners of'its prestigious mem-
ber recognition awards during the acad-
emy’s annual meeting, AAPD 2026, tak-
ing place in Las Vegas from May 22 to 24.

The 2026 AAPD and AAPD Foundation
Award recipients are:

* Pediatric Dentist of the Year: Dr.
Homa Amini. Established in 1998, this
annual award honors a pediatric dentist

who has made significant contributions
to the dental profession and the special-
ty of pediatric dentistry through clinical
practice, academics or policy develop-
ment over the past year.

* Heber Simmons Jr. Distinguished Ser-
vice Award: Dr. John S. Rutkauskas. This
award is the most prestigious award
given by the AAPD. Presented only when
the AAPD Board of Trustees identifies a
truly worthy recipient, the award recog-
nizes individuals who have made a ma-

jor contribution, on a national or inter-
national level, over their entire career to
advocacy for children, improvement of
children’s health or to a health profes-
sion related to children.

e Jerome B. Miller “For the Kids”
Award: Dr. Harlyn Susarla. This award is
presented annually to an up-and-com-
ing clinician, researcher or academician
in pediatric dentistry for their outstand-
ing efforts directed to children’s oral
health and welfare.

* Merle C. Hunter Leadership Award:
Dr. Jessica Robertson. This award is pre-
sented to an AAPD volunteer who has
provided exemplary leadership service
in the volunteer structure of the organi-
zation over the past year.

* Manuel M. Album Award: Dr. Brian
Hodgson. This award is presented an-
nually to the individual or organization

~See AAPD, page A2
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Dental Tribune to produce
the official GNYDM on-site
publication for 2026 meeting

Dental Tribune is pleased to announce
that they have partnered with the Board
of the Greater New York Dental Meeting
(GNYDM) to produce the official daily
newspaper at this year’s annual meet-
ing, which will take place Nov. 27 to Dec.
1, 2026, at the Jacob K. Javits Convention
Center in New York City.

Dental Tribune, part of the Dental Tri-
bune International publishing group
that offers more than 130 print publica-
tions and multiple websites that reach
dentists in more than 9o countries and
25 languages, publishes meeting edi-
tions at a variety of prominent U.S. and
Canadian dental and specialty meetings,
including the Chicago Midwinter, the
California Dental Association annual
meeting, the Pacific Dental Congress,
the Academy of Osseointegration an-

nual meeting and the American Dental
Hygientists’ Association annual session.

Dental Tribune will produce three is-
sues of its today Greater New York Dental
Meeting publication, to be distributed
during all three exhibit dates, Nov. 29 to
Dec. 1. It will be the only officially sanc-
tioned publication available during the
show.

The publication will include the of-
ficial floorplan, exhibitor list and event
schedules, as well as important infor-
mation regarding educational events,
special events, exhibition highlights and
more.

Now in its 102nd year, the GNYDM
is one of the oldest and largest den-
tal meetings in the United States. Last
year’s meeting hosted more than 30,000
healthcare professionals and featured

more than 450 technical exhibits dem-
onstrating the newest dental technol-
ogy.

Itis also the only major dental meeting
without a registration fee.

During the 2026 GNYDM, attendees
will be able to pick up a copy of the today
Greater New York Dental Meeting pub-
lication all over the convention center,
including front entrances and bus stops.
The editions will also be available on the
Dental Tribune website, www.dental-
tribune.com.

Companies who are interested in ad-
vertising in these special meeting edi-
tions should reach out to their Dental
Tribune sales rep or email President
Eric Seid at e.seid@dental-tribune or
Product Manager Humberto Estrada at
h.estrada@dental-tribune.com.

<See ANAHEIM, page A1

courses that fit their needs. Courses can
be filtered by topic, speaker, audience or
by the time and day the course is offered.

Check out the planning tool, which of-
fers downloadable course materials and
details of how many C.E. credits each

course is worth. All workshops and lec-
tures require registration.

The massive exhibit hall will be packed
with more than 450 exhibitors, all with
their latest products and designs. Dental
professionals can interact with the ex-
perts and even participate in activities.

The exhibit hall will be open May 13
and 14 from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and on

May 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

No trip to Anaheim would be compete
without a trip to Disneyland and Califor-
nia Adventure. Join the fun at the CDA
Party, where your ticket will include en-
trance to Disney’s California Adventure
Park, a 90-minute exclusive reception
with delicious food and beverages and a
VIP seating for World of Color.

<See AAPD, page A1

that has made the greatest contribution
to the oral health of children with spe-
cial needs.

* Dr. Lewis A. Kay Excellence in Educa-
tion Award: Dr. Colleen Collins Greene.
This award, established in 2011, honors
the director of the pediatric dental pro-
gram determined to best exemplify the
dedication and values set forth by Dr.
Lewis A. Kay: outstanding leadership;
commitment to educating pediatric
dental residents to provide children
with comprehensive quality oral health
care; and contributions to society and
the profession of dentistry which bring
recognition to their program.

 Suzi Seale Coll Evidence-Based Den-
tistry Service Award: Dr. M.S. Muthu. This
award, established in 2016 by the AAPD’s
Evidence-Based Dentistry Committee,
recognizes pediatric dentist(s) who have
made a major contribution, on a nation-
al or international level, to the dental
profession and the specialty of pediatric

dentistry through evidence-based clini-
cal practice, academics or policy devel-
opment over the past year.

e Paul P. Taylor Award: Dr.Murad Al-
rashdi. This award is given to the lead
author of the most prestigious journal
article in Pediatric Dentistry from the
previous year.

e Dr. Ann Page Griffin Humanitar-
ian Award: Dr. Hani Eid. This award,
established in May 2010 by the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatric Dentistry
Foundation, honors Ann Page Grif-
fin, AAPD member and president and
founder of Practicon. The award honors
an AAPD member dentist who has dem-
onstrated outstanding commitment to
alleviating suffering and improving the
oral health of under-served populations
in the United States or abroad.

* Presidential Citation Award: Dick Hel-
ton. This award honors a non-member
individual for their service in support of
the AAPD mission and our members.

» Dr. Beverly A. Largent Access to Care
Innovator Award: Ernesto Hart. Estab-
lished in 2022, this award seeks to shine

a light on a selected individual whose
efforts are making a difference for chil-
dren in their community as an outstand-
ing grantee of the AAPD Foundation.

* Early Career Dentist “Under 10”
Award: Dr. Jacqueline Burgette, Dr. Mat-
thew Keckeisen, Dr. Kathryn Pawlak, Dr.
Scott Schwartz, and Dr. Jessica Sliger.
This award honors exceptional young
professionals who demonstrate excel-
lence in pediatric dentistry through
clinical practice, research, leadership,
academia, advocacy or service.

* Resident Recognition Award: Dr. Au-
brey Fleming, Dr. Cristin Haase, Dr. Sub-
echha Khadka, and Dr. Rata Rokhshad.
This award honors pediatric dental resi-
dents for their innovative contributions
to their training programs.

For more information on the 2026
award recipients and the American
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, vis-
it www.aapd.org.

(Source: American Academy
of Pediatric Dentistry)
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When your surgical guide isn't enough: A
case-based approach to dynamic navigation

Catch the webinar at
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
on Thursday, June 18

Surgical guides have transformed im-
plant placement for millions of cases
— and they have been an excellent tool.
But guides are built on a pre-operative
plan. They can’t adapt for what you en-
counter once you're inside the osteoto-
my: variations in bone density, anatomy
that presents differently than expected
or a trajectory that needs to be adjusted
in real time.

These moments don’t just happen in
complex cases; they happen in everyday
implant dentistry — and they matter.

Join Dr. Daniel Choi, a board-certified
periodontist and implant surgeon with
more than 10,000 implants placed since
2011, for a webinar as he presents a case-
based framework for understanding
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When Your Surgical Guide Isn't
Enough: A Case-Based Approach
to Dynamic Navigation

Thu. 18. Jun, 16:30 PDT (Los Angeles)

Dr. Daniel Choi DDS

how to choose between guided, free-
hand and navigation across a spectrum
of clinical scenarios.

Dr. Choi will discuss a case type pro-

tocol for choosing technology that will
help you conquer complex anatomy,
embrace tactile and visual guidance and
meet angulation demands that make
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About the webinar

The webinar, “When your surgical guide isn’t
enough: A case-based approach to dynamic naviga-
tion”, will take place on Thursday, June 18 at 7:30
p.m. ET and will be worth 1 C.E. credit. You can reg-
ister for the webinar for free at www.dtstudyclub.
com. If you are unable to join live, you can watch it
after on-demand.

accurate guide fabrication particularly
challenging. He will walk you through
how X-Guide’s real-time drill tracking al-
lows visualization of position and angu-
lation continuously throughout the os-
teotomy, supporting precise placement
and intraoperative adjustments when
they matter most — before a complica-
tion develops.

The webinar will take place on Thurs-
day, June 18 at 7:30 p.m. ET and will be
worth 1 C.E. credit. You can register for
the webinar for free at www.dtstudyclub.
com. If you are unable to join live, you
can watch it after on-demand.
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Trusted implant designs,
united in one connection

By Nobel Biocare Staff

Backed by decades of innovation, evi-
dence and global expertise, the Nobel
Biocare S Series brings trusted implant
designs together around one power-
ful idea: a single prosthetic connection

size across all implant diameters and
indications. Developed to deliver excel-
lent clinical outcomes, the S Series is
designed to simplify workflows without
compromising strength, precision or bi-
ology.

At its core is one strong conical con-
nection engineered to do more than

AD

connect components. Greater implant-
abutment shift has been associated with
more favorable marginal bone levels,
and the S Series is designed to respect
the biological width — supporting long-
term stability and esthetic outcomes.

A tight, precision fit connection helps
minimize microgaps and the risk of bac-

DENTAL MEETING.
2.0 2 6|

SECOND DISTRICT & NEW YORK COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETIES

MEETING DATES
NOV 27 - DEC 1, 2026
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More 2-Hour Seminars

No Wednesday Education & Exhibits

JACOB K. JAVITS CONVENTION CENTER | NEW YORK CITY, NY

PREMIER DENTAL EVENT
POWERFUL EDUCATION
MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

‘The Premier
Dental Meeting

United States

InThe

The Nobel Biocare S Series.
Photo/Provided by Nobel Biocare

terial leakage, supporting maintenance
of marginal bone over time.

Strength is engineered into every de-
tail. Nobel Biocare’s coldworked pure
titanium Grade 4 delivers an average
tensile strength of approximately 983
MPa, while wider implant sizes provide
increased collar wall thickness for add-
ed durability.

Original components ensure an accu-
rate fit, reinforcing confidence in every-
day clinical practice.

Simplicity extends beyond the con-
nection. With one implant driver across
all sizes and up to 65 percent fewer mul-
tiunit abutment sizes, the S Series helps
simplify inventory, planning, training
and the overall clinical workflow —
making consistency easier to achieve
from placement through restoration.

The S Series includes proven implant
body designs — NobelActive S, Nobel-
Parallel S and NobelReplace S — all us-
ing the same NP conical connection.
Each is available with Nobel Biocare’s
proven anodized surfaces, including
TiUltra and TiUnite, built on extensive
expertise in surface technology.

As one clinician notes, “The S Series
brings a new level of simplicity. One
connection for all diameters makes
planning easier, reduces components,
and keeps our workflow consistent.”

Visit info.nobelbiocare.com/power-of-s
to learn more.
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OrthoFX introduces the
first fully integrated
buttons into a clear aligner

By OrthoFX Staff

OrthoFX announced the launch of its
FXIntegrated Buttons — the industry’s
first fully integrated buttons, complete-
ly and seamlessly manufactured as an
integral part of the aligner.

Debuting at the 2026 American As-
sociation of Orthodontists Annual Ses-
sion, this innovation represents a major
advancement in clear aligner treatment
efficiency by reducing chair time, en-
hancing durability and improving pa-
tient comfort and satisfaction.

Unlike traditional bonded buttons or
existing “integrated” alternatives, FX-
Integrated Buttons are formed as one
continuous piece from the same propri-
etary polymers used in OrthoFX align-
ers (AirFlex, FXClear and FXBright).

This eliminates adhesives, ultrasonic
welding, precision cuts and slits that are
commonly used for elastic engagement.

Conventional solutions require bond-
ing composite or metal buttons to tooth
surfaces and often necessitate cutouts
in aligners, which can compromise
aligner integrity. Slits and welded or ad-
hesive hooks may also deform or sepa-
rate under elastic force. FXIntegrated
Buttons solve these challenges with a
true one-piece design, virtually elimi-
nating button failure.

“At OrthoFX, we are driven by innova-
tion to eliminate the everyday frustra-
tions clinicians encounter with aligner
therapy,” said Rick Matty, COO and pres-
ident of OrthoFX.

“Our FXIntegrated Buttons are formed
directly from the aligner material as
one continuous piece — no bonding, no
weak points. This delivers enhanced du-
rability, removes bonding steps, reduc-
es unplanned visits and gives patients a
more comfortable experience.”

Key advantages of the FXIntegrated
Buttons include:

Reduced chair time — eliminates
bonding/debonding steps and reduces
emergency visits from button failures
or deformation.

Unrestricted placement and elastic
versatility — enables multidirectional
elastic use without interfering with op-
timal attachment placement.

Exceptional strength and durability
— withstands up to 10 lbs of force (~20x

extra-heavy elastics), resisting breakage
and deformation.

Enhanced patient experience —

smooth,

seamless

design

improves

FXIntegrated Buttons — the industry’s first
fully integrated buttons, manufactured as an
integral part of the aligner. Photos/Provided by
OrthoFX

comfort and ease of elastic application,
increasing patient satisfaction.”

“My patients love the switch,” said Dr.
Neil Warshawsky, orthodontist and di-
rector of orthodontics, UIC Craniofacial
Center. “They are more comfortable,
eliminate emergency repairs and al-
low greater placement flexibility while
maintaining optimal attachment posi-
tioning.”

FXIntegrated Buttons were recently
showcased at the AAO and will be avail-
able for all OrthoFX aligner systems ear-
ly summer 2026. For more information,
visit orthofx.com/products/fxintegrated-
buttons.

Reference
* Patient Survey, 2026
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