
By Aaron Rothkopf, Dental Tribune

 

I
f you’re looking to enhance your 

endodontic knowledge as well as get 

a peek at the latest tools and tech-

nology in the industry, you’re going 

to want to be in Boston from April 2 to 

5 as the American Association of Endo-

dontist Annual Meeting takes place at 

the Hynes Convention Center. 

Get ready for four days of learning, in-

cluding sessions and workshops, exhibi-

tor booths and social activities as well 

as catching up with old friends and col-

leagues. 

Whether you are looking for courses 

specializing in “Cracks and Fractured 

Teeth” or wanting to know more about 

the “Conundrum of Pulpal Diagnosis,” 

AAE25 has everything for your practice.

You aren’t going to want to miss the 

main event, taking place on the exhibit 

floor, where dozens of companies will 

be camped out and ready to show you 

gadgets and equipment and hand out 

information about the latest technologi-

cal advances. The exhibit floor will be 

open Wednesday, April 2 from 9:30 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m., Thursday, April 3 from 9:30 

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Friday, April 4 from 

10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

The keynote speaker for this year’s 

event is best-selling author Ryan Leak. 

Leak is a dynamic speaker and strate-

gic advisor who has appeared on “Good 

Morning America” and “The Today 

Show.” He is the CEO of a leadership de-

AAE25 brings 
endodontics 
to Boston

Attendees check out products at the 2024 AAE Annual Meeting, held in Los Angeles. The 2025 

meeting, taking place in Boston, starts on April 2 and goes through April 5.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE FLORIDA DENTAL 
CONVENTION

Plan to head to the Gaylord  

Palms from June 19 to 21 

and prepare for fun.
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MODERN VISUALIZATION SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR PRACTICE

New dental microscope  

is the first to support 

precise caries detection.
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A NEW GENERATION OF CLEAR ALIGNER 
OFFERINGS

Proprietary polymers  

are designed to deliver 

effortless compliance.
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  The Association for Dental Safety 

(ADS), formerly known as OSAP, is 

thrilled to announce Brett Kessler, DDS, 

president of the  American Dental As-

sociation (ADA), as the Dr. John S. Zapp 

Global Lecturer for the 2025 ADS Annual 

Conference. 

The conference will take place in Or-

lando, Fla., from May 29 to 31, at the Hy-

att Regency Grand Cypress Resort. 

Dr. Kessler’s session, “From Rock-Bot-

tom to Significance: A Dentist’s Journey,” 

will offer an inspiring narrative of resil-

ience and personal growth.

A distinguished clinician and leader, 

Kessler will share how he overcame sig-

nificant obstacles to achieve success in 

his professional and personal life. Draw-

ing from his experiences in organized 

dentistry and achievements as an elite 

athlete, he will provide attendees with 

insights on maintaining wellness and 

living purposefully. 

Kessler has competed in numerous 

events across the country, including two 

finishes at the Ironman World Champi-

onships in Kona, Hawaii. His journey 

toward an inspired life began with his 

recovery from substance use disorder, 

a truth he shares openly. Choosing to 

change his path in 1998, Kessler has since 

committed to living his best life and con-

tributing to a better world. 

Kessler values the opportunity to 

share both his successes and failures, be-

lieving that openness encourages others 

to make meaningful changes. His belief 

Staff

ADS announces Dr. John S. Zapp Global Lecturer 
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velopment firm in Dallas that trains 

more than 30,000 leaders annually. 

Leak is the author of the USA Today 

best-selling book “Chasing Failure” and 

the Wall Street Journal best-selling book 

“Leveling Up”.  As part of his keynote ad-

dress, Leak will show attendees how to 

“remove the limitations that keep you 

from dreaming.”

There is plenty of C.E. credit to earn at 

this year’s event. In fact, attendees can 

earn upward of 20 C.E. credits. There are 

several different tracks you can attend. 

They are as follows: Outcomes Track, 

Pulp Biology Track, Future of Endodon-

tic Practice Track, New Voices Track, 

Non-Surgical Root Canal Therapy Track 

and Surgical Root Canal Therapy Track.

  For those looking for a career in the 

field of endodontics, don’t miss the an-

nual Career Fair at the Sheraton Boston 

Hotel. Employers from more than 30 

states and several countries will be look-

ing to recruit the latest grads. More than 

60 companies will be represented. The 

Career Fair takes place Friday from 10 to 

11:30 a.m. 

Looking to let loose? Head over to the 

Boston Public library Friday night for a 

chance to Celebrate Boston. AAE orga-

nizers invite you to enjoy a fun evening 

featuring hors d’oeuvres, drinks, danc-

ing and entertainment.

The event will take place at the Boston 
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Public Library at 700 Boylston St., from 

8:30 to 11:30 p.m. Attendees and their 

registered guests are welcome to attend. 

Tickets can be purchased for any guests 

who are not registered with a spouse/

guest registration package. The cost $150 

per person.

Established in 1848, the Boston Public 

Library is a pioneer of public library ser-

vice in America. It was the first large free 

municipal library in the United States, 

the first public library to lend books, the 

first to have a branch library, and the 

first to have a children’s room. As a City 

of Boston historic cultural institution, 

the Boston Public Library today features 

a central library and 25 neighborhood 

branches, serving nearly 4 million visi-

tors per year and millions more online.

Attendees must have a conference 

badge or á la carte ticket for admittance 

to the event. 

For everything that is going on at this 

year’s annual event, visit aae.org/aae25. 

There you can find a complete listing of 

course titles, speakers,  times  and loca-

tions as well as information about regis-

tration.

The American Association of Endo-

dontists (AAE) has been awarded a Gold 

MarCom Award for its video tribute to 

the 2023 recipient of the AAE’s highest 

honor, the Edgar D. Coolidge Award, Dr. 

Terryl Propper. 

The video, which celebrates Propper’s 

exceptional contributions to the field of 

endodontics and sparkling personality, 

underscores the AAE’s commitment to 

honoring excellence and inspiring lead-

ership within the specialty.

The MarCom Awards, an international 

competition recognizing outstanding 

AAE wins prestigious award for video 
honoring 2023 Coolidge Award winner

achievements in marketing and com-

munications, honored the AAE’s video 

for its excellence in storytelling and pro-

duction quality. 

Produced as part of the AAE’s ongoing 

effort to spotlight remarkable individu-

als within the profession, the video high-

lights Propper’s legacy and dedication to 

advancing endodontics.

Propper expressed gratitude for the 

recognition. 

“This video beautifully captures not 

only my journey but the essence of what 

it means to be an endodontist and busi-

ness leader,” Popper said. “The video was 

both deeply personal and universally 

resonant to our profession. It was a great 

honor to have my story shared in such a 

thoughtful, creative way. As my ‘theme 

song’ says: ‘This is me.’”

Propper’s career has been marked by 

a commitment to patient care, clinical 

quality and growth. She has played a piv-

otal role in advancing the specialty’s vis-

ibility and impact. 

(Source: AAE)

that celebrating each person’s full self 

can significantly transform the world 

will undoubtedly resonate with confer-

ence attendees. 

“We’re delighted to welcome Dr. Kes-

sler as our 2025 Dr. John S. Zapp Global 

Lecturer,” said Michelle Lee, CPC, ADS 

executive director. “His remarkable 

journey of overcoming adversity and 

thriving against the odds is a powerful 

testament to the strength of the human 

spirit. I have no doubt that Dr. Kessler’s 

story will inspire our participants to 

seek out their own paths to wellness and 

excellence.”

The ADS Annual Conference is dedi-

cated to dental infection prevention and 

patient and provider safety, bringing 

together oral healthcare professionals 

from across the globe. The conference 

will feature interactive workshops, in-

formative sessions and networking op-

portunities tailored for oral healthcare 

professionals.  

For more information and to register, 

head to  site.pheedloop.com/event/ads 

annualconference/home.

(Source: Association for Dental Safety)

The AAE25 exhibit hall will be open Wednesday, April 2 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Thursday, 

April 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Friday, April 4 from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 





Dental Tribune U.S. Edition | April 2025A4

UAlbany study links lack of oral health 
care with complications during pregnancy

  For pregnant women in the United 

States, the use of oral health services 

during pregnancy remains low, with 

fewer than 40 percent seeking preven-

tive oral health care. So reports a  new 

study conducted by the  Oral Health 

Workforce Research Center, part of 

the Center for Health Workforce Studies 

at the University at Albany’s  College of 

Integrated Health Sciences, which was 

featured on the cover of this month’s is-

sue of the Journal of the American Den-

tal Association.

UAlbany researchers analyzed data 

from the Pregnancy Risk Assessment 

Monitoring System (PRAMS), a long-

standing data repository maintained 

by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, between 2016 and 2020. Dis-

parities in gestational diabetes and hy-

pertensive disorders were highlighted, 

with higher odds of these pregnancy 

complications among lower-income and 

minority women. 

Lack of regular preventive oral health 

care and delaying dental treatment 

during pregnancy increases the risk of 

developing dental diseases such as peri-

odontal disease, which is potentially as-

sociated with gestational diabetes and 

hypertensive disorders.

The research team found that preg-

nant women who received preventive 

oral health care or visited a dentist or a 

dental clinic for oral health problems 

during pregnancy did in fact have a low-

er risk of developing gestational diabetes 

and hypertensive disorders.

“Our findings reinforce the connection 

between oral health and overall health,” 

said Dr. Simona Surdu, project director 

at the Center for Health Workforce Stud-

ies. “Integrating oral health education 

and services into maternal health care 

and expanding the oral health workforce 

through training, better distribution 

and interprofessional collaboration with 

prenatal care providers can improve ac-

cess to oral health services for pregnant 

women — especially in underserved 

populations — and help reduce the risks 

of gestational diabetes and hypertensive 

disorders.” 

Learn more about UAlbany’s Center for 

Health Workforce Studies  at chwsny.org 

and the Oral Health Workforce Research 

Center at oralhealthworkforce.org.

(Source: Center for Health Workforce 

Studies)
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Maintaining oral health 

during pregnancy found to 

be associated with reduced 

incidence of gestational 

diabetes and hypertension
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By ZEISS Staff

ZEISS, one of the world’s leading medi-

cal technology companies, is showcas-

ing its dentistry portfolio at AAE 2025. 

The legendary optics of ZEISS dental 

microscopes provide advanced visual-

ization, significantly enhancing exami-

nations and treatments. Their ergonom-

ic design and effortless handling help 

minimize fatigue and prevent neck and 

back pain. 

The latest ZEISS dental microscope, 

EXTARO 300, facilitates a range of cut-

ting-edge applications, including single-

handed operation, breakthrough aug-

mented visualization and digital patient 

communication. ZEISS Surgical Cloud 

and Livestream solutions optimize data 

management and open new ways of peer 

collaboration and knowledge sharing.

Modern visualization solutions

“Our understanding of specific custom-

er requirements and our expertise allow 

us to develop visualization solutions 

that are taking microscope-assisted 

dentistry to the next level. In combina-

tion with digital solutions from ZEISS, 

they do more than just improve vision 

— they are driving progress in modern 

dentistry,” says Florina Demaj, head of 

the Dentistry Business Sector at ZEISS 

Medical Technology.

ZEISS EXTARO 300 is the first dental 

microscope1 that supports precise car-

ies detection as well as simplified tooth 

preservation procedures. Featuring vari-

ous visualization modes, it allows den-

tists to work in ideal light and without 

distracting reflections. An ergonomic 

sitting position and an optimal view 

of the surgical field are crucial in high-

precision procedures that require fine 

hand-eye coordination. 

ZEISS Surgical Cloud allows direct syn-

chronization of treatment information 

from the ZEISS visualization system and 

enables secure and efficient manage-

ment of patient data. The cloud-based 

streaming application ZEISS Livestream 

is an integrated solution for remote pre-

ZEISS visualization systems, 
digital workflow solutions 
drive transformation of 
modern dentistry

sentation, enriching education and col-

laboration. 

Medical loupes with redesigned 
ZEISS optics

ZEISS is also showcasing its expanded 

EyeMag Medical Loupes portfolio. See-

ing tiny anatomical structures in detail 

is essential for a successful treatment, 

and the high-quality ZEISS optics enable 

precise visualization of the smallest de-

tails. 

ZEISS EyeMag Medical Loupes provide 

excellent performance and a wide range 

of magnification to cover all daily dental 

practice needs. The large field of view 

and depth of field of the Galilean optics 

enable easy visualization of the entire 

treatment area. The Kepler optics pro-

vide high-contrast stereoscopic images 

for detail recognition and differentia-

tion. Choose between flip-up and indi-

vidualized systems, which can be paired 

with lightweight frames in a variety of 

different colors. They can also be com-

plemented with the powerful lighting of 

the ZEISS EyeMag Light II.

Scan the QR code below to access the 

product configurator and personalize a 

ZEISS EyeMag Medical Loupe.

Reference

1.	 cf. Oemus (2017): Jahrbuch Endodontie 

2017. OEMUS MEDIA AG.

At the AAE
To get hands-on experience with ZEISS dentistry 

products and to take advantage of the AAE 2025 

Show Special, visit booth No. 1411 during the show.

Photos/Provided by ZEISS



OrthoFX features a full line of clear 
aligner systems using the newest 
generation of proprietary polymers 

BY OrthoFX Staff

OrthoFX, a leading innovator in clear 

aligners, is redefining the space with a 

broad selection of aligner systems made 

from proprietary polymers designed to 

deliver effortless compliance and pre-

dictability. 

With this new generation of aligner 

offerings, OrthoFX aims to help ortho-

dontists differentiate their practice and 

elevate patient satisfaction. 

“Although clear aligner treatments 

have been around for over two decades, 

there is ample evidence that shows pre-

dictability and patient compliance con-

tinue to be a problem for providers. We 

have worked closely with doctors to ad-

dress these issues while also delivering 

solutions that better meet the needs of 

patients’ habits and practices,” says Or-

thoFX Co-founder Ren Menon.

The newest generation of clear aligner 

systems by OrthoFX: 

  • FXClear, previously branded as FX-

Tetra: Custom-made aligners delivering 

predictable results. The stain-resistant 

material and smooth, scalloped edges 

allow for enhanced comfort and fit. Its 

advanced polymer technology exerts 

gentle, optimal forces and requires 20 to 

22 hours of wear time per day, similar to 

the wear time requirements of leading 

aligner brands. 

• FXBright: A brighter alternative! This 

translucent aligner gives teeth a natu-

rally whiter and straighter appearance, 

without the use of whitening gels, from 

day one of treatment. FXBright also re-

quires 20 to 22 hours of wear time per 

day.

• AirFlex, previously branded as NiTime: 

The first and only FDA-cleared aligner 

demonstrated to straighten teeth with 

at least 9 to 12 hours of continuous daily 

wear time*. 

This is 50 percent less wear time vs. the 

leading clear aligner brands. 

AirFlex is designed to provide en-

hanced comfort, compliance and 

groundbreaking predictability. Featur-

ing HyperElastic technology, AirFlex uti-

lizes a proprietary multi-copolymer that 

sets it apart from leading aligner brands 

that rely on off-the-shelf materials. 

This advancement in material engi-

neering improves aligner performance 

and delivers efficient orthodontic move-

ments because the multi-copolymer, 

leveraging secondary transition, con-

forms precisely to the outer surface 

of the dentition. This exact fit ensures 

optimal adaptation, which prevents the 

aligner from unseating. 

HyperElastic technology accommo-

dates up to four weeks of tooth move-

ment, conservatively reducing the risk 

of relapse from non-wear and minimiz-

ing the need for refinements.

Discover a new generation of aligners, 

AirFlex, at www.orthofx.com/discover-

airflex. 

For more information about OrthoFX 

and the entire product lineup, visit www.

orthofx.com.  

Reference

* Data on file at OrthoFX.
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A look at OrthoFX’s new aligner systems.  Photos/Provided by OrthoFX

With its new generation of aligner offerings, company aims to help 
orthodontists differentiate their practice and elevate patient satisfaction
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Henry Schein’s THRIVELIVE 
returns to Las Vegas on April 30
Premier dental industry event 

offers dental teams education 

and networking

 

By Henry Schein Staff

Henry Schein’s fourth annual THRIV-

ELIVE returns to Las Vegas from April 30 

to May 3, offering dental teams a unique 

educational experience. Held at Resorts 

World Las Vegas, the three-day event 

features more than 100 courses and 

speakers, with insights from influential 

thought leaders on clinical applications 

of technology, the business of dentistry, 

team development, practice design and 

software solutions. 

Interactive product demonstrations 

of the latest dental technologies and the 

company’s suite of services will also be 

available. 

“THRIVELIVE demonstrates our com-

mitment and deep investment into the 

success of our customers,” said Mark 

Hillebrandt, chief digital revenue officer 

of Henry Schein. “This event was cre-

ated to empower all dental team mem-

bers to achieve their full potential. We 

are thrilled to continue the tradition of 

bringing community, connection and 

lifelong learning to the dental profession 

with THRIVELIVE.”  

Several THRIVELIVE registration pro-

motions are available, including:  

• A 10 percent volume discount for 

groups of 10 or more. Contact thrive 

liveevent@henryschein.com for more de-

tails. 

• Exclusive benefits and savings on 

THRIVELIVE tickets, as well as business 

management services, merchandise, 

equipment, shipping and more from 

Henry Schein’s Thrive Signature Pro-

gram. 

• A doctor and team member bundle, 

where team member registrations (den-

tal assistants, hygienists, front office, C-

suite members and non-doctor owners) 

are $999 each when added to a full-price 

doctor registration.

Also included in attendees’ ticket pric-

es is a performance by this year’s head-

liner, comedian Kevin James, best known 

for his role in “The King of Queens.” 

Attendees will have additional oppor-

tunities to connect with peers between 

educational sessions through engaging 

activities, including pickleball, morning 

yoga and a Kentucky Derby brunch.

For THRIVELIVE attendees interested 

in volunteer opportunities, this year’s 

event will support the American Den-

tal Association Foundation’s Give Kids 

a Smile and Give Veterans A Smile pro-

grams. 

These ADAF programs, which Henry 

Schein supports year-round, provide 

underserved children and veterans with 

free oral health care and assistance in 

finding a dental home.

For more information and to register 

for this year’s THRIVELIVE, please visit 

thrivelive2025.com. 

EVENTS

AD
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By Florida Dental Convention Staff

Get ready to take your dental prac-

tice to the next level! Register today 

for the 2025 Florida Dental Convention 

(FDC2025). 

FDC2025 will take place June 19-21 at 

the Gaylord Palms Resort & Convention 

Center in Orlando. It is the perfect place 

to learn, connect and have fun!

With 150-plus courses being offered, 

there is something for every member of 

the dental team. 

Session highlights include anterior 

implants, Botox, CBCT technology, laser 

dentistry, SDF and pediatric dentistry, 

composite restorations and more. 

Featured speakers include Dr. Alan 

Atlas, Lois Banta, Dr. Robert Convissar, 

Dr. Mark Kleive, Dr. Victoria Ursitti and 

more. 

You’ll find the latest trends, technolo-

gies and techniques to enhance your 

skills and advance your practice at 

FDC2025. 

This year’s scientific program will fea-

ture education by The Pankey Institute 

faculty, including Dr. Lee Ann Brady and 

Dr. Gary DeWood. FDC2025 will include 

the course “Occlusion in Everyday Den-

tistry Workshop: A Two-Day Hands-on 

Pankey Program” on Friday, June 20 and 

Saturday, June 21. 

During this hands-on program, par-

ticipants will explore the occlusion 

challenges they face every day in restor-

ative practice and look at how they can 

utilize this information to make den-

tistry more predictable and help their 

patients stay healthy and comfortable. 

This course is limited to 24 attendees, 

so secure your seat today.

After earning C.E. credits in the cours-

es designed for you, unwind with your 

peers and family at the family-friendly 

nightly social events. 

“Come for the CE, Stay for the FUN” 

continues to be the FDC2025 motto, and 

with free events like a puppy break, hap-

py hour with exhibitors, dueling pianos 

and Big Easy Bash, you won’t want to 

miss the fun we have to offer. 

Create a vacation out of your C.E. earn-

ings by making your reservation at the 

Gaylord Palms at the discounted FDC 

rate of $218 per night, including free 

self-parking. Gaylord Palms includes 

renovated hotel rooms, a three-acre wa-

ter park, nine diverse restaurants and 

much more, just minutes from Walt Dis-

ney World. 

Enjoy all Gaylord Palms offerings, 

including renovated hotel rooms and 

resort amenities, while getting the C.E. 

you need. 

FDC is “Not Your Average Dental Meet-

ing” so what are you waiting for? Reg-

istration is now open, so make plans to 

attend FDC2025 to “Polish Your Perspec-

tive” with the best and brightest in the 

industry. 

Go online to floridadentalconvention.

com to view course details, register for 

the meeting and book your hotel.

Save the date: 2025 Florida Dental 
Convention is coming June 19 to 21

Photo/Provided by FDC


