
Inside today

You will fi nd an overview about IDEM Singapore, 
new developments and trends in the world of 
dentistry as well as information on dental pro-
ducts and the industry.

Dental products in focus

IDEM Singapore will be an excellent opportunity 
to see the most up-to-date technologies and 
achievements in the fi eld of dental medicine.

What’s on in Singapore

Apart from its rich cultural and culinary scenes, 
Singapore offers something for everyone. Here 
are some tips how to spend your time off in the 
Lion City.» page 2 » page 13 » page 19

Your Choice for 
Continuous Wave 
Obturation!
The new EQ-V system by META BIOMED  
for the most reliable, convenient and precise  
root canal obturation.

Meta Biomed Europe GmbH | Wiesenstraße 35 | 45473 Mülheim an der Ruhr, Germany
Phone: +49 208 309 9190 | europe@metabiomed-inc.com | www.buymetabiomedonline.com

Visit us!
Booth 4G–01
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  This Friday, the tenth edition of the In-
ternational Dental Exhibition and Meet-
ing (IDEM) is opening its doors again 
here at the Suntec Singapore Interna-
tional Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
Since its inception in 2000, the event has 
become an important one for dental pro-
fessionals from around the world, but es-
pecially for the Asia-Pacifi c region. 

The fi rst edition of IDEM featured 
4,000 m2 of exhibition space and 165 ex-
hibitors. Over the years, the event has 
grown to be one of the largest of its kind, 
now accommodating globally prominent 
companies in 13 international pavilions 

over more than 20,000 m2. In addition to 
the exhibition, IDEM’s extensive scien-
tifi c programme has come a long way 
and now features lectures and work-
shops hosted by important opinion lead-
ers from every continent.

According to event organiser Koeln-
messe, this year’s scientifi c programme 
is intended to be stronger than ever and 
aimed at helping dental professionals 
achieve clinical excellence in dentistry. 
Mathias Küpper, Managing Director 
at Koelnmesse Pte Ltd, said: “IDEM’s 
theme of ‘Striving for clinical excellence’ 
 features 30 internationally prominent 

speakers who will be focusing on key 
trends, such as teeth and implants for 
life, oral health in the growing elderly 
population in Asia, digital workfl ows 
within the team and the caries preven-
tion plan. 

In addition, IDEM 2018 will once 
again feature a forum focused on the 
learning needs of the oral health thera-
pist at the Dental Hygienist and Therapist 
Forum.”

“On Levels 4 and 6 at the Suntec 
 Singapore Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, attendees will be able to meet 
and engage with 500 exhibitors that will 

be showcasing the latest innovations in 
dental technology,” Küpper added.

To commemorate the tenth anni-
versary celebrations, the meeting will 
feature the IDEM café, a VIP lounge for 
key buyers and clients to hold meetings 
during show days, and a memory lane 
of past events, including photographs, 
statistics and quotes from participants 
across all previous editions.

The Koelnmesse team is cordially in-
viting all dental professionals to Singa-
pore in the hopes that IDEM 2018 will be 
fruitful for everyone involved. Profes-
sionals will still be able to register onsite.

For more information please visit 
www.idem-singapore.com. News, inter-
views and the latest impressions 
from the show fl oor will be available 
through the Dental Tribune website at 
www.dental- tribune.com. 

Tenth IDEM Singapore starts today
Organisers invite to three days of learning, innovation and fun 
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 This year, we are celebrating the 
tenth anniversary of IDEM, which 
 continues to be the pivotal exhibition 
and scientifi c conference for dentistry 
in Asia-Pacifi c. IDEM has come a long 
way since its inception in 2000. We 
started with 165 exhibitors and one 
 national pavilion on 4,000 m2 of exhi-
bition space at our very fi rst edition. 

The tenth meeting will see an extended 
exhibition taking up 20,000 m2 and 
will feature 13 international pavilions 
from every continent. 

In 2018, we are proud to bring an 
even stronger programme that is dedi-
cated to helping dental professionals 
achieve clinical excellence in den-
tistry. IDEM’s theme of “Striving for 

clinical excellence” features 30 inter-
nationally prominent speakers who 
will be focusing on key trends, such as 
teeth and implants for life, oral health 
in the growing elderly population in 
Asia, digital workfl ows within the 
team and the caries prevention plan. 
In addition, IDEM 2018 will once again 
feature a forum focused on the learn-

ing needs of the oral health therapist 
at the Dental Hygienist and Therapist 
Forum.

The dental market in the region 
has seen steady growth and according 
to predictions will continue to expand. 
This growth can generally be attrib-
uted to the rising middle class that is 
increasingly demanding more and bet-
ter quality dental treatment. Our team 
works closely with our partners at 
IDEM to identify the latest products 
and trends that will enhance the 
knowledge of dental practitioners to 
drive the industry forward.

On Levels 4 and 6 at the Suntec 
Singapore Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, attendees will be able to meet 
and engage with 500 exhibitors that 
are showcasing the latest innova-
tions in dental technology. Visitors 
can also head to the IDEM café, where 
they can sit down over a cup of coffee 
to discuss learning outcomes from the 
conference and network with friends 
and peers from the region. There is 
also a VIP lounge for key buyers and 
clients to hold meetings during show 
days. 

To commemorate the tenth anni-
versary celebrations, IDEM is featur-
ing a memory lane of past events, in-
cluding photographs, statistics and 
quotes from participants across all pre-
vious editions. Watch the IDEM story 
unfold over the three days of exhibi-
tion as sketch artists piece a 9 m art-
work together in the exhibition hall on 
Level 4. We will also be handing out a 
round of celebratory drinks for having 
reached the milestone of ten editions 
of IDEM.

We hope that all participants will 
enjoy their time at IDEM and have a 
successful time at the show. 
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Welcome to IDEM 2018
A message by Mathias Kuepper, Managing Director at Koelnmesse Pte Ltd

 Mathias Kuepper

Editorial/Administrative Offi ce 
Dental Tribune International GmbH
Holbeinstraße 29, 04229 Leipzig, Germany 
Phone: +49 341 48474-302
Fax: +49 341 48474-173
Internet: www.dti-publishing.com
 www.dental-tribune.com

Publisher 
Torsten Oemus

Director of Finance and Controlling
Dan Wunderlich

Managing Editor
Daniel Zimmermann

Editorial Assistance
Monique Mehler

Business Development
Claudia Salwiczek-Majonek

Product Manager
Antje Kahnt

Production Executive
Gernot Meyer

Production 
Franziska Schmid

today will appear at the 10th International Dental Meeting 
in Singapore, 13 – 15 April 2018.

The magazine and all articles and illustrations therein 
are protected by copyright. Any utilisation without prior 
consent from the editor or publisher is inadmissible and 
liable to prosecution. No responsibility shall be assumed 
for in formation published about associations, compa-
nies and commercial markets. 
 General terms and conditions 
apply, legal venue is Leipzig, 
Germany.

about the publisher



Planmeca Emerald™ intraoral scanner 
Precious things 

come in small packages
The brand new intraoral scanner Planmeca Emerald™ is a small, lightweight,  

and exceedingly fast scanner with superior accuracy. Taking digital impressions has never 

been as easy. It is the perfect tool for smooth and efficient chairside workflow. 

It is a true game-changer! 

Find more info and your local dealer! 
www.planmeca.com

Planmeca Oy Asentajankatu 6, 00880 Helsinki, Finland. Tel. +358 20 7795 500, sales@planmeca.com

Visit us at booth 4D-01



 Despite the high quality of dental 
work being performed throughout 
Singapore, there are still occasions when 
standards are not met. According to the 
Singapore Dental Association, 270 com-
plaints were lodged against dental prac-
titioners in 2017, including performing of 
procedures outside of the dentist’s scope, 
long waiting times, overcharging and dis-
satisfaction with treatment outcomes. 

In a recent report with Channel 
NewsAsia, Singapore Dental Associa-
tion President Dr Lim Lii said: “The com-
plaints were mainly due to misunder-
standing on both the part of the patient 
and dentist about the treatment ren-
dered.”

“Due to a lack of proper communi-
cation, patients may not fully compre-
hend the advice like the limitations 
of treatment procedures given by the 
 dentists. Similarly, the patients may not 
have adequately expressed their ex-
pectations to the dentists, resulting in 
apparent unmet expectations from the 
treatment,” she continued.

With misunderstandings often lead-
ing to lodging of complaints, some Singa-
pore-based dental professionals believe 
the problem concerns the lack of aware-
ness of the general public regarding den-

tistry and dental services provided by 
various types of dentists. Dr Elaine Tan, 
a consultant in clinical orthodontics at 
the National Dental Centre of Singapore, 
told Channel NewsAsia: “I think people 
have been thinking that all dentists are 
the same and that their job is just to 
 extract or fi ll teeth. But in dentistry, we 
have different specialties.”

There are no current restrictions in 
Singapore on the treatments dentists 
are allowed to provide, but dentists are 
expected to practise within their com-
petencies and encouraged by the Singa-
pore Dental Council to refer patients 
 appropriately according to the body’s 
ethical guidelines. It is also illegal for a 
dentist to state that he or she is a spe-
cialist in a particular fi eld if not regis-
tered in that fi eld with the Singapore 
Dental Council.

In a move to help combat misunder-
standings between patients and den-
tists and to minimise complaints lodged, 
the National Dental Centre of Singa-
pore will be initiating a new awareness 
campaign. Aimed at informing the 
wider public about oral health and den-
tistry in general as well as the provision 
of dental services, the campaign was 
launched in March. 
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  With its new image campaign 
“From a patient to a fan”, W&H is direct-
ing the spotlight on dentists and dental 
professionals. These everyday heroes 
ensure their patients are in safe and re-
liable hands in every treatment situa-
tion. They always show great dedica-
tion to their work and continuously 
manage to put a smile on their patients’ 
faces, simply because they care. Even 
the smallest of their patients’ diffi cul-
ties is a major concern. That is why they 
are always gaining new “fans” and suc-
ceed again in making their patients 
happy.

The new W&H image campaign 
gives these heroes the recognition they 
deserve. With a perfect balance of 
know-how, empathy and technology, 
they can achieve optimal results. W&H 
supports the practice team with its 
daily tasks and is a cornerstone of its 
success with its innovative product 
portfolio.

“The daily challenges faced by the 
practice team are our motivation. As a 
solutions provider, our products help 
ensure that the workfl ow in the dental 

practice is as smooth as possible,” states 
W&H Managing Director Peter Malata. 
“With innovative dental technology 
that is ideally suited to the users’ needs, 
the team can give their full and undi-
vided attention to what really matters: 
the patient. We play an important role 
in our customers’ success and assist 
them in turning patients into fans.”

The new campaign aims to portray 
W&H in an eye-catching manner and 
differentiate it from the competition, all 
with the customary twinkle in the eye. 
In the eyes of their patients, dentists 
 become Dr Phil Good, Dr X. Pert or 
Dr Sue Perstar, and thus the living 
 embodiment of well-being, expertise, 
 innovative spirit and trust. The result 
is a modern, internationally adaptable 
campaign format with emotive images 
from dental practice. A striking name-
plate has been developed as an over-
arching key visual, clearly communi-
cating the respective names such as 
Dr Phil Good or Dr X. Pert.

The new W&H image campaign 
was launched across all W&H media 
channels beginning March 2018. 

 W&H Managing Director Peter Malata

GUTTAPERCHA REMOVAL 
INSTRUMENT WITH PEEK-HANDLE
according to Dr. Yoshi Terauchi

N E W

SEE US AT 

IDEM SINGAPORE

       BOOTH 4H-05

Bodenseeallee 14-16
78333 Stockach, Germany

Tel. +49 7771 64999-0
Fax +49 7771 64999-50

info@kohler-medizintechnik.de 
www.kohler-medizintechnik.de
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New W&H image campaign 
to support everyday heroes

Hundreds of complaints 
against Singapore dentists 
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Learn more about the Trefoil system 
with Dr. James Chow

Disclaimer of liability: This product is part of an overall concept and may only be used in conjunction with the associated original products according to the instructions and recommendation 
of Nobel Biocare. Non-recommended use of products made by third parties in conjunction with Nobel Biocare products will void any warranty or other obligation, express or implied, of 
Nobel Biocare. The user of Nobel Biocare products has the duty to determine whether or not any product is suitable for the particular patient and circumstances. Nobel Biocare disclaims any 
liability, express or implied, and shall have no responsibility for any direct, indirect, punitive or other damages, arising out of or in connection with any errors in professional judgment or prac-
tice in the use of Nobel Biocare products. The user is also obliged to study the latest developments in regard to this Nobel Biocare product and its applications regularly. In cases of doubt, 
the user has to contact Nobel Biocare. Since the utilization of this product is under the control of the user, it is his/her responsibility. Nobel Biocare does not assume any liability whatsoever 
for damage arising thereof. Please note that some products detailed in this Instructions for Use may not be regulatory cleared, released or licensed for sale in all markets. As such, provided 
patient criteria are met and adequate primary stability is achieved, Nobel Biocare implants allow a fixed provisional restoration to be loaded on the day of surgery.

Meet the expert in-booth session 
When: Saturday, April 14

10:30 – 11:00 (coffee break)
13:00 – 13:30 (lunch break)
15:30 – 16:00 (coffee break)

Where: Nobel Biocare booth 4Q-01, Hall 406

Don’t miss this opportunity to meet the expert live in our booth

nobelbiocare.com/trefoil

Dr. James Chow
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 Nobel Biocare (Booth 4Q–01) has 
continually led innovation in full-arch 
solutions for over 50 years. Now, the 
company has achieved another break-
through in the effi cient treatment of 
the edentulous mandible. The launch of 
the new Trefoil system has made the 
passive fi t of a pre-manufactured bar 
possible for the very fi rst time, using 
a revolutionary, self-adjusting fi xation 
mechanism and just three implants. 
An innovation that drives effi ciency 
at every step, from manufacture to de-
fi nitive restoration, the Trefoil system 
makes a fi xed full-arch implant solution 
a real possibility for more patients.

More patients benefi t 
from a fi xed solution

The benefi ts of fi xed solutions far 
outweigh the costs of fi xed-removable 
solutions for many patients when con-
sidering implant-supported solutions.1 
While a removable implant rehabilita-
tion may offer a lower price and faster 
treatment than typical fi xed alterna-
tives, many patients desire the comfort 
and ease of a fi xed prosthesis,2 which 
has been proven to signifi cantly im-
prove quality of life.3 Fixed solutions 
also offer enhanced function with a 
higher bite force and better retention 
and stability, and avoid some of the dis-
advantages of removable solutions, 
such as more mucosal problems and 
the wear of components.4

Developed with the needs of the 
ma ny in mind, the effi ciency of the 

 Trefoil system empowers clinicians to 
provide many patients who are held back 
by time or fi nances with the premium- 
quality fi xed solution they deserve. 

Defi nitive teeth in a day*
Dental implant patients are in-

creasingly requesting immediate resto-
rations and reduced treatment time. 
Meeting this need and avoiding an 
edentulous state during treatment en-
couraged the introduction of an imme-
diate loading protocol. Dental profes-
sionals seek solutions with fewer surgi-
cal steps, but with high success rates, 
high patient satisfaction and function 
on the day of surgery.4, 5 

The Trefoil system, combining a 
pre-manufactured titanium bar, three 
implants, a simplifi ed restorative work-
fl ow, acrylic prosthesis and minimised 
restorative componentry, enables shorter 
time to teeth and reduced chair time 
compared with conventional treat-
ments that use provisional restorations. 
With no need for CAD/CAM or tem-
porary prostheses, the ability to place 
defi nitive teeth on the day of surgery* 
using a prefabricated bar and wrap-
around acrylic technique for the pros-
thesis saves substantial time for the 
restorative clinician, the laboratory and 
ultimately the patient.

First pre-manufactured bar 
with a passive fi t

Before the Trefoil system, prefabri-
cated bars could be cost-effi cient, but 
none could enable the passive fi t that 
is so crucial to long-term treatment 
 success. In challenging this limitation, 
Nobel Biocare en gineers developed the 
fi rst pre-manufactured bar with a pas-
sive fi t, enabled by a unique fi xation 
mechanism with self-adjusting joints. 
This mechanism provides passive fi t by 
compensating for horizontal, vertical 
and angular deviations from the ideal 
placement of the three implants. Ac-
curate drilling with standardised drill 
guides enables precise parallel implant 
positioning and placement for passive 
fi t.

Proven implant design 
with conical connection

A special component of the 
Trefoil system is the Trefoil Implant. 
It combines the proven parallel-wall 
 implant design, a machined soft-tissue 
collar—which allows easy access to the 
implant while leaving the soft tissue 
 undisturbed after the surgery—and a 
conical connection. The TiUnite surface 
is proven to maintain implant stabi-
lity during the critical healing phase 
through rapid bone formation,7–9 and it 
promotes long-term success. 

Treatment success
Results from an ongoing fi ve-year 

multicentre study across four conti-
nents are already being reported for 
 implant and prosthetic survival rates.6 
This important study has been ex-
panded to include 110 patients at the 
request of clinicians, to meet the needs 
of their patients.

Treating a whole new patient 
population with a fi xed solution

The decline in edentulism has been 
predicted to slow and to be partially 
 offset by a growing and ageing popu-
lation.10 High-quality and cost-effi cient 
solutions are crucial for serving the 
needs of edentulous patients and pa-
tients with a failing dentition.

In essence, the Trefoil system em-
bodies the Nobel Biocare mission to 
treat more patients better. With this 
 improved effi ciency comes the oppor-
tunity to continue with the vision of 
Per-Ingvar Brånemark and bring the 
benefi ts of osseointegration to a whole 
new patient population.

Demonstrations of the Trefoil 
 system will be given during IDEM 
 Singapore at Nobel Biocare’s booth on 
level 4. 

Editorial note: A list of references is 
available from the publisher.

 Fig. 3: The Trefoil system, specially designed to work on three implants and enabling defi nitive teeth on 
the day of surgery,* reduces time and cost in comparison with other fi xed implant solutions.

* Depending on clinical preference and close cooperation with the laboratory

Fig. 3

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 1: The Trefoil system offers a precision-milled bar with self-adjusting joints for a passive fi t.
 Fig. 2: The mechanism allows screws to self-adjust in compensation for inherent deviations from each 

 implant’s ideal height, angulation and position.

The next full-arch revolution
With Trefoil, Nobel Biocare presents a defi nitive fi xed solution to treat more patients better



Now available from your dental supplier or via wh.com

BE FIRST,  
BE PREPARED:  
WITH INNOVATIVE  
W&H TECHNOLOGY

First supplier of 
sterilizable LED 

technology in dental 
instruments

Ring LED+: 
World‘s first 

sterilizable turbine 
with 5x ring LED

Shadowfree 
illumination
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Owandy Radiology 
2, rue des Vieilles Vignes 
77183 Croissy-Beaubourg  - FRANCE 
Tel. + 33 (0) 1 64 11 18 18 
info@owandy.com - www.owandy.com

Light & compact: 66kg

3D Cone Beam

Multi FOV: from 9x9 to 5x5 cm

HD : 87µm

CAD/CAM ready

Surgical guides

Controlled budget

PAN / CEPH / 3D

Discover our range of products: www.owandy.com

WALL-MOUNTED 2D PAN UNIT
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