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• Hands-on training abounds at 
Pacific Dental Conference: More 
than 150 sessions and courses, 
March 5-7, in Vancouver

• C.E. event designed around family 
fun: Smiles in the Sun 2015 is  
April 22–26 in Longboat Key, Fla. 

• Pediatric dental professionals in 
Seattle, May 21–24, for Academy of 
Pediatric Dentistry annual session
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as being Canada’s largest bilingual 
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small dimensions and functionality
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Yankee Dental Congress organizers are 
anticipating 28,000 dental professionals 
to be at the Boston-based meeting from 
Jan. 28–Feb. 1. The theme for this year’s 
meeting is “Beyond Expectations,” and 
the agenda includes some of the dental 
industry’s top speakers and technology 
experts. Organizers promise that attend-
ees will “have the chance to explore and 
discover best practices, products and 
resources to improve your practice, in-
crease your knowledge and better serve 
your patients.”

Education highlights include:
• “Tenth Annual Conference for Wom-

en in Dentistry” – Join Sook-Bin Woo, 
DMD, and Connie Podesta for two days of 
learning, networking and fun.

• “Fast Track: Immediate Implant Place-
ment in the Esthetic Zone” – Six hours 
of sessions cover implant planning, the 
esthetic zone and immediate placement.

• “Interprofessional Symposium” – Join 
expert physicians from New England’s 
premier hospitals as they present infor-
mation on the management of patients 
with medical issues that a dentist may 
encounter in daily practice.

Speaker highlights include:
• Terry Tanaka, DDS – Discover new 

guidelines for management of esthetic 
and restorative problems that were not 
taught in the dental curriculum.

• Thomas Viola, RPh, CCP – The phar-
macology specialist presents “Between 
a Rock and a Heart Place: Cardiovascu-
lar Drugs and Dentistry,” reviewing car-

diovascular systemic diseases and the 
dental considerations of the medications 
used in their treatment.

• Jane Soxman, DDS – Sharpen your 
clinical skills and heighten your confi-
dence when treating pediatric patients in 
“Clinical Techniques in Pediatrics.”

• Warren Karp, DMD, PhD – Learn to 
translate scientific nutrition principles 
into practical, everyday diet and nutri-
tion recommendations for patients in 
“Nutrition Update: 2015.”

• Paul Homoly, DDS – Understand how 
to make case acceptance — from single-
tooth to complex-care dentistry — pre-
dictably successful for practice growth in 
“Making It Easy for Patients to Say ‘Yes.’” 

450 companies in exhibit hall
The 2015 exhibit hall is an extension of 
the meeting's educational experience, 
with cutting-edge techniques, hands-on 
testing, innovative product demonstra-
tions and direct access to more than 450 
organizations and the industry’s most ef-
fective products and services. 

On Thursday evening you can boogie 
down to the hits from the 1970s at the 
“Throwback Thursday Dance Party.” The 
complimentary event is an opportunity 
to socialize with colleagues while cel-
ebrating 40 years of Yankee.

Many courses were close to selling out 
at press time, so it's worth registering 
soon at www.yankeedental.com.

(Source: Yankee Dental Congress)

Boston meeting aims 
‘Beyond Expectations’ 

Courses are selling out for the Boston-based 
Yankee Dental Congress, so organizers are 
encouraging attendees to register now at 
www.yankeedental.com.  Photo/Provided by 
www.freeimages.com   
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Tell us what you think!

Do you have general comments or criti-
cism you would like to share? Is there a 
particular topic you would like to see 
articles about in Dental Tribune? Let us 
know by sending an email to feedback@
dental-tribune.com. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

If you would like to make any change 
to your subscription (name, address or 
to opt out) please send us an email at 
c.maragh@dental-tribune.com and be 
sure to include which publication you 
are referring to. Also, please note that 
subscription changes can take up to six 
weeks to process.
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at Pacific Dental Conference
More than 150 sessions and courses, March 5-7, in Vancouver

You can experience the true flavor of 
the West Coast — and earn C.E. credits 
at the same time  — at  the Pacific Den-
tal Conference, March 5-7, in Vancou-
ver, British Columbia.

The PDC has an expert lineup of lo-
cal, North American and international 
speakers. 

With more than 130 presenters, 150 
open sessions and hands-on courses 
covering a variety of topics, the meet-
ing should be able to offer something 

for every member of your dental team.
According to meeting organizers, you 

will be able to explore the largest two-
day dental trade show in Canada and 
have the year’s first opportunity to see 
the newest equipment. The exhibit hall 
features innovative new techniques 
demonstrated on the live dentistry 
stage, and attendees will be able to 
examine products and services from 
more than 300 exhibiting companies 
with representatives who are ready to 

engage attendees in discussions on cre-
ating practice solutions. 

At the conclusion of the conference, 
you can take a day to relax and revital-
ize by exploring some of Vancouver’s 
tourist attractions. The ocean is just 
steps from the Vancouver Convention 
Centre, and nearby pristine snow-
capped mountains offer up choice late-
season skiing. 

(Source: Pacific Dental Conference)
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Pike Place Market, The Space Needle, 
the EMP Museum and some of the top 
thought leaders in pediatric dentistry are 
among the reasons to be in Seattle May 
21–24 for the American Academy of Pe-
diatric Dentistry (AAPD) annual session.

Scientific sessions are at the Washing-
ton State Convention Center, in the heart 
of downtown, adjacent to hotels, restau-
rants, nightlife and shopping. Taking 
advantage of the location, the welcome 
reception on Thursday, May 21, features 
exclusive access to the Space Needle, 
EMP Museum and Chihuly Gardens.

The keynote, on May 22, features Frank 
Abagnale with “The True Story of Catch 
Me If You Can.” An authority on forgery, 
embezzlement and secure documents, 
Abagnale became an expert of sorts 40 

Pediatric dental professionals in Seattle, May 21–24
years ago as a world-famous con man, as 
depicted in his best-selling book, “Catch 
Me If You Can.” Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Tom Hanks starred in a Steven Spielberg 
film based on the book. 

Attendees must register for the meet-
ing prior to making hotel reservations to 
get the meeting rate. Hotels in the AAPD 
official block are the Sheraton Seattle 
(headquarter hotel), the Grand Hyatt Se-
attle, the Hyatt at Olive 8, the Fairmont 
Olympic, the Crowne Plaza, the Hilton 
Seattle and the Renaissance Seattle.

Three-day exhibit hall 
Products and services in the meeting’s 
exhibit hall will be geared toward pediat-
ric dental practices. An AAPD booth will 
have a bookstore, which will have copies 

of the Coding Manual, the new pediatric 
dentistry handbook. Also in the exhibit 
hall will be the Healthy Smiles, Healthy 
Children Donor Lounge, where you can 
learn more about Access to Care Grants 
and donate to its supporting  foundation. 

The exhibit hall schedule provides at-
tendees plenty of time to explore with-
out conflicting with education courses, 
while also leaving time to enjoy the city. 
A hospitality area on the exhibit hall 
floor will offer a continental breakfast, 
and there will be complimentary bever-
ages each morning and afternoon and 
lunch available for purchase.

You can register for the meeting online 
at www.aapd.org/annual.

(Source: AAPD)

The AAPD welcome 
reception venue 
includes the EMP 
Museum.  Photo/
Provided by EMP 
Museum

An afternoon 
ice cream 
social is a 
typical event 
at Smiles in 
the Sun, where 
mornings are 
for C.E. and 
afternoons are 
for fun. Photo/
Provided by 
Smiles in the Sun

Quality location plus quality education 
plus quality family time equals Smiles in 
the Sun 2015 in Longboat Key, Fla., April 
22–26. Now you can earn C.E. credit while 
your family has a vacation that you can 
enjoy with them. All the programs are 
in the morning — leaving you the bal-
ance of your day to spend time with your 

C.E. event centers on family fun 
family. Reduced rates are available at the 
family-friendly Longboat Key Club and 
Resort.

Speakears include Howard S. Glazer, 
DDS,  “What’s Hot and What’s Getting 
Hotter: New Materials and Techniques,” 
George Freedman, DDS, “Improve Your 
Productivity with Innovative Dentistry,” 

Fay Goldstep, DMD, “The Bioactive Pa-
tient,” and Tennli Toole, “The Next Level 
for the Digital Dental Practice.” 

Register at smilesinthesun@verizon.
net,  www.smilesinthesun.net, or call (631) 
423-5200. 

(Source: Smiles in the Sun)

Saint-Paul Street in Old Montréal is one of 
many sights awaiting attendees of the 2015 
Journées Dentaires Internationales du 
Québec, May 22–26.  
Photo/MTTQ/André Rider, Tourism Montréal

Montréal 
hosts JDIQ, 
May 22–26 

The Journées Dentaires Internationales 
du Québec, Canada’s largest bilingual 
dental meeting, according to organizers, 
is from May 22–26 (Friday through Tues-
day) in Montréal. Online registration is 
available at www.odq.qc.ca. 

Meeting apps for Apple and Android 
phones and tablets can be downloaded 
through www.odq.qc.ca, the app store or 
the Play Store. Onsite at the meeting, free 
WiFi will be available to all delegates and 
exhibitors at the venue, the Palais des 
congrès de Montréal. 

The meeting’s educational program 
has more than 125 prominent speakers 
from Canada, the United States and Eu-
rope presenting approximately 175 edu-
cational sessions in English and French 
during the five-day convention. 

Among the educational sessions: 
“Lights, Camera, Action! Patient Photog-
raphy Made Easy — A Hands-On Work-
shop,” “Endodontics for General Dentists: 
Advanced, Comprehensive and Practical 
Hands-On Training,” “Oral Surgery for 
the General Dentist: Faster, Easier, and 
More Predictable” and “Hands-on Infec-
tion Control Workshop,

Many other lectures and workshops are 
scheduled, with details in the program 
online.

The exhibition hall will feature more 
than 225 companies in 500 booths in the 
133,563-square-foot space. 

More than 2,000 company represen-
tatives will be on hand to help you see, 
compare and make decisions on new fur-
niture, equipment, instruments, tech-
niques and other products and services 
— all under one roof. 

One C.E. hour per day can be earned by 
visiting the exhibit hall. Just be sure to 
have your badge scanned at the entrance. 

The exhibition hall hours are 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Monday, May 25 and 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26.

The organizers invite you to join the 
more than 12,000 expected delegates to 
meet, learn, share and enjoy this gather-
ing of friends and colleagues.

(Source: JDIQ)
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BOOTH 

NO. 1631By LM-Dental Staff

The clinical challenge: Instruments (tips) 
intended and used for implant mainte-
nance are too bulky, especially in cases 
when patients have healthy, tight tissue 
around the implants.

Proposed solution: ErgoMix Mini Im-
plant Instruments from LM-Dental. 

Reasoning supporting the solution: Ac-
cording to LM-Dental, dental practitio-
ners were frustrated with the tip sizes 
of implant hand-instruments.  They ap-
proached LM with their frustration and 

Clinically relevant and appropriately sized
tips help improve implant maintenance 

shared improvement suggestions. In re-
sponse, LM, a market-leading instrument 
manufacturer in Europe, known for being 
sensitive to practitioners’ needs and pas-
sionate about clinical relevance, designed 
a series of titanium implant instruments 
with mini-sized tips. These LM ErgoMix 
implant instruments are made of softer-
than-standard titanium alloy that is gentle 
on implants yet effective for calculus re-
moval.  ErgoMix implant instruments also 
feature replaceable tips and large diameter 
(12 mm) silicone surfaced handles that, ac-
cording to the company, improve comfort. 
The ErgoMix replaceable tip mechanism 

is engineered so that no tools are needed 
to change the tips. That means there is no 
wrench tool to lose – guaranteed. The tips 
line up perfectly to the handles, making 
ErgoMix technology the 21st-century ver-
sion of the outdated cone-socket system, 
according to the company.

The implant series includes four instru-
ment patterns: Mini Gracey 1/2 – anterior 
(gray); Mini Gracey 11/12 – mesial (orange); 
Mini Gracey 13/14 – distal (blue); and 
Mini Universal – universal, all surfac-
es (red). They are available as a kit, contain-
ing one of each instrument and a cassette, 
or they may be purchased individually. 

ErgoMix Mini Implant Instrument.  
Photo/Provided by LM-Dental

Italian company Rhein’83 is a leader in  
production of castable attachments with 
elastic retention and implant components. 

In 2012, its new implant attachment, OT 
EQUATOR, was rated 4.7 by Dental Prod-
uct Shopper. In December 2014, Rhein was 
spotlighted at the Greater New York Acad-
emy of Prosthodontics event, where Drs. 
Adawi, Flinton and Di Pede presented a 
poster, entitled “Conservative approach to 
management of a partial edentulism in a 
medically compromised patient,” using the 
OT EQUATOR because of its functionality 
and reduced dimensions compared with 
other attachments. On Dec. 8, Rhein’83 Vice 
President Technology Gianni Storni lec-
tured at New York University on removable 
prosthesis applications. 

This year, many activities will be orga-
nized, including presentations on the latest 
technical innovations at the Chicago Mid-
winter Meeting, Feb. 26–28. On Thursday, 
Feb. 26, Rhein’83 USA will be at the Cal-Lab 
89th Annual Meeting (oldest laboratory 
organization, founded in 1926). On Friday, 
Feb. 27, and Saturday, Feb. 28, Rhein will be 
at Lab Day at the Hyatt Regency, Chicago. 
Storni and Rhein’83 USA owner Joe Tam-
basco will be at the Rhein booth to present 
the latest innovations designed in Rhein re-
search and development laboratories.

For more information, you can visit www.
rhein83usa.com, email info@rhein83usa.it, 
or phone (877) 778-8383.

(Source: Rhein’83)

Big praise 
for small
implant 
attachment

OT EQUATOR 
attachment has 
smaller 
dimensions 
compared with 
other attach-
ments.  Photo/
Provided by 
Rhein’83
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By Michael McCracken, DDS, PhD, 
and Jonathan P. Ouellette, DMD 

F
ixed hybrid dentures have been 
used to successfully restore fully 
edentulous patients for decades. 
Their durability, however, leaves 

room for improvement. There are three is-
sues that can complicate the long-term suc-
cess of the traditional fixed hybrid denture: 
The acrylic teeth tend to wear; the teeth can 
fracture or dislodge from the acrylic base; 
and the acrylic base itself can fracture. The 
BruxZir® Full-Arch Implant Prosthesis 
(Glidewell Laboratories, Newport Beach, 
Calif.) eliminates these issues, providing 
a restoration that is more durable in the 
long term, while sacrificing nothing when 
it comes to esthetics.

Milled from a single block of BruxZir 
Solid Zirconia — an exceptionally fracture-
resistant material that exhibits flexural 
strength up to 1465 MPa — this fixed pros-
thesis utilizes advanced staining and glaz-
ing techniques, coloring the prosthetic 
teeth to closely mimic natural dentition 
and the gingival areas to match the shade 
of the patient’s soft tissue.

Case report
The patient is a 58-year-old male with no 
contraindications for implant treatment. 
The patient had a total of 11 BioHorizons® 
Internal Hex implants (BioHorizons; Bir-
mingham, Ala.) placed, including six in the 
maxilla and five in the mandible (Figs. 1a, b). 
The implants integrated for more than six 
months, and the patient presented for res-
toration of his edentulous arches.

Preliminary impressions of the implants 
were made. Healing abutments were re-
moved, then closed-tray impression cop-
ings were seated. The impressions were 
made in stock plastic trays, and the copings 
were placed back into the impressions be-
fore the case was sent to the laboratory.

The laboratory poured casts from the ini-
tial impressions and fabricated bite blocks 
and occlusal rims for the centric jaw rela-
tionship (CJR) records. Each bite block con-
tains two screw-retained temporary cylin-
ders that allow the wax rims to be screwed 
down, producing a very accurate CJR. The 
contoured rims were returned to the labo-
ratory with the initial casts.

Upon receiving the wax rims and jaw 
relation records, the laboratory and den-
tist decided that the patient required four 
multi-unit abutments in the anterior 
maxilla to ensure that the screw access 
openings were within the confines of the 
planned prosthesis, so at the next appoint-
ment, the patient’s healing abutments were 
removed, and the multi-unit abutments 
were transferred to the patient’s mouth 
and torqued into place. 

Later, wax setups were tried in and evalu-
ated for proper esthetics, phonetics, con-
tours, occlusion and tooth arrangement. 

The implant verification jig (IVJ), which 
precisely captures the depth and angula-
tion of the implants in the final impression, 
was seated and tightened into place. After 
bonding the individual sections of the IVJ 

Edentulous arch restored 
with BruxZir Full-Arch 
Implant Prosthesis

together, a final impression was made 
using an open-tray impression technique 
and the custom tray provided by the lab.

The lab produced a fixed provisional ap-
pliance using precise CAD/CAM technol-
ogy and effectively preserved the doctor-
approved setup. The provisional implant 
prosthesis enabled the patient to evaluate 
the proposed restoration for esthetics and 
function for a  few-week trial period (Fig. 2).

The final restoration was fabricated using 
the CAD design that was confirmed during 
the provisional trial period. 

Figs. 1a, b: Patient 
presents with six 
maxillary and five 
mandibular 
implants that were 
fully integrated 
and ready for 
restoration. Fig. 2: 
Provisional 
prostheses fit well, 
providing a trial 
period to evaluate 
proposed 
restoration for 
esthetics and 

function. Note gingival shade is adjusted for 
the fabrication of final restoration. Fig. 3: 
Patient is extremely satisfied with function 
and esthetics of final restoration, which fits 
perfectly thanks to the precision of the CAD/
CAM-design process and the confirmation 
provided during the provisional trial period.   
Photos/Provided by Glidewell Laboratories

The final prostheses were delivered with-
out complication, exhibiting excellent fit, 
occlusion and esthetics (Fig. 3). The patient 
was exceptionally pleased with the func-
tion offered by this fixed restoration, which 
he should be able to enjoy for a great num-
ber of years given the extraordinary dura-
bility of BruxZir Solid Zirconia.

Fig. 1a
YDC 

BOOTH
NO. 803

Fig. 1b

Fig. 2 Fig. 3
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By Patricia Walsh, RDH,  
Hygiene Tribune Editor in Chief

I 
can always tell when I’m in great need 
of a vacation: I start to dream about 
teeth. There are more subtle signs 
that often escape me. The first of 

which is the emergence of the robotic hy-
gienist. She lurks inside of me and, fortu-
nately for all those involved, doesn’t rear 
her ugly head too often. The other is the 
OCD hygienist. The one who doesn’t enjoy 
the human variety of her coworkers and 
sees them only through OSHA-colored 
glasses. 

To survive the reality of a dental office 
for decades, one has to care for both the 
body and the mind. They say, “Dentistry 
maims its survivors.” This can be true of 
both mental and physical well being if we 
don’t take an adequate amount of time off.

I’ve been labeled a C.E. junkie in the past. 
But this vacation week, I wanted nothing 
to do with teeth. Big teeth, little teeth, 
interestingly odd teeth or perfect teeth: 

They were not on the vacation agenda.
But I was wrong.
I took a cab from my hotel in the French 

Quarter of New Orleans to the cruise ship 
terminal. My taxi driver, Dimitri, told me 
he was from Croatia. “That’s different,” I 
thought. Not that I expected him to look 
like Satchmo, but I was unaware of NOLO 
being the melting pot that it is. It remind-
ed me of the time I was on the banks of the 
Thames in London. It was the day of the 
Lord Mayor’s parade. A beautiful majestic 
spectacle full of all the pomp the Brits do 
so well. What surprised me was the music. 
It was one Dixieland jazz band after anoth-
er. Who knew the English were so fond of 
traditional American music? And this was 
long before London had a mayor born on 
U.S. soil.

While my cab was at a stoplight on Bour-
bon Street, a young man crossed the road 
in front of us. The only thing odd I noticed 
about him was his plaid undergarments 
hiked up to his waist. His jeans seemed to 
sit, precariously balanced, farther south. 
I thought that style had come and gone. 

“Look at him,” Dimitri said with his heavy 
Eastern European accent. Dimitri held 
his hand up and dramatically waved it 
around a bit. “Just look at him. All his tat-
toos, probably cost $400 a piece, and yet 
he is missing a front tooth. Just stupid. 
He cannot fix his front tooth?” I wanted 

to say, “You’re preaching to the choir.” But 
instead I uttered my newly learned South-
ern expression, “Um- Hmm,” with a big 
emphasis on the “Hmm.”

A few days on the cruise ship and I was 

Seeing teeth everywhere (while trying not to)
Commentary

” See TEETH, page C2

Final comments submitted on proposed 
standards for dental therapy education
Federal Trade Commission and American Dental Hygienists’ Association 
echo each other in their input to Commission on Dental Accreditation

The American Dental Hygienists’ As-
sociation (ADHA) recently submitted its 
comments to the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation (CODA) regarding the pro-
posed accreditation standards for dental 
therapy education programs. 

After asking communities of interest 
to provide comments, CODA received 
responses from a variety of stakehold-
ers — including remarks from the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC), whose 
comments to CODA paralleled many of 
the same points that were included in 
ADHA’s remarks, and in which the FTC 
urged CODA to expeditiously adopt ac-
creditation standards for dental therapy 
education programs. 

ADHA comments noted, “CODA's mis-
sion is to serve the oral health care needs 
of the public through the development 
and administration of standards that 
foster continuous quality improvement 
of dental and dental-related educational 

programs.” ADHA President Kelli Swan-
son Jaecks, MA, RDH, said: ”The ADHA is 
focused on improving the public’s access 
to quality oral health care, which is an 
essential part of overall health. The com-
ments we provided to CODA highlight 
the focus and commitment our organi-
zation has on improving access to care 
through the process of an accredited ed-
ucation program for dental therapists.”

The FTC has commented to CODA be-
fore on the need to revise the standards 
that were first proposed in 2013, and 
ADHA has expressed support for the FTC 
efforts to help ensure better access to 
care and enable dental therapists to op-
erate to the full scope of their practice.

FTC: Time to enhance competition
ADHA Executive Director Ann Battrell, 
MSDH, said: “We were very pleased to 
see the FTC weigh in once again on the 
proposed dental therapy education 

standards. Chairwoman Edith Ramirez 
has been steadfast in her continuing ef-
fort to promote competition in the oral 
health care industry for the benefit of the 
public.” Battrell also noted that the FTC’s 
comments referenced that timely adop-
tion of standards has the potential to en-
hance competition by supporting state 
legislative initiatives to create dental 
therapists, and that national standards 
will help facilitate the mobility of den-
tal therapists from state to state to meet 
consumer demand for services. 

The FTC's comments noted that com-
petition provides opportunities for the 
public to receive greater access to needed 
oral health care and opens doors for pro-
fessional advancement to those practic-
ing dental hygiene.

In addition to any remarks supplied to 
CODA during the comment period, com-
missioners were able to hear comments 
directly from ADHA members this sum-

mer at an open hearing at ADHA’s an-
nual session in Las Vegas; and ADHA 
President Swanson Jaecks, among others, 
addressed CODA at the American Dental 
Association’s hearing on the standards, 
held in conjunction with the ADA’s an-
nual meeting in San Antonio in October. 

CODA is scheduled to meet on Feb. 6 in 
Chicago, where it is expected the com-
mission will have further deliberations 
on the proposed standards for dental 
therapy education programs. 

The American Dental Hygienists’ As-
sociation is the largest national orga-
nization representing the professional 
interests of more than 185,000 dental 
hygienists across the country. 

For more information about the ADHA, 
dental hygiene or the link between oral 
health and general health, you can visit 
the ADHA at www.adha.org.

(Source: ADHA)

Ready for a recharge by escaping all things dental, Hygiene Tribune Editor in Chief Patricia 
Walsh, RDH, keeps encountering teeth throughout her vacation, even while exploring Mayan 
ruins in Belize.  Photo/Patricia Walsh 


