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By Sierra Rendon, Managing Editor

F
ollowing the Academy of Osseoin-
tegration’s Annual Meeting 2014 
in March, the meeting chairmen, 
Drs. Lyndon Cooper and Donald 

Clem III, answered some questions for Im-
plant Tribune.

Dr. Cooper
How many people attended AO Annual 
Meeting 2014? 
More than 2,000 clinicians joined us for 
the 29th annual meeting of the Academy 
of Osseointegration (AO), which recorded 
the fourth largest attendance in its his-
tory. We had 624 international attendees 
representing 45 countries and more than 
1,100 exhibitor representatives who show-
cased products and services to support 
implant dentistry.

Why did AO choose the theme “Real Prob-
lems, Real Solutions”? 
We have seen that implants are widely ap-
plicable and generally successful, and we 
recognize that clinician education is criti-
cal to success among our patients. This 
year, we sought to inform clinicians that 
a segment of our population will experi-
ence implant complications and failure, 
but emerging strategies can help them 
recover success. We encouraged the clini-
cal team to examine implants careful-
ly, address issues promptly and recognize 
when — and learn how  — to intervene 
to preserve dental implant and patient 
health. 

What were some highlights of the clinical 
sessions? 
Leading experts led the program with 
insights on who experiences complica-
tions, why they occur and what evidence 
says about how well we address these 
complications. Consistent with the plan, 

Attendees at the AO Annual Meeting 2014 enjoy the event’s welcome reception.  Photos/Provided by the Academy of Osseointegration
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a broad range of data was presented. The 
early focus on peri-implantitis opened 
the minds of the audience, while the clos-
ing futuristic presentations certainly left 
everyone feeling inspired.  Our clinical 
presentations anchored the meeting by 
demonstrating what good science offers 

great clinicians who adopt an evidence-
based approach to caring for people.

Was research a big focus of the meeting?  
Yes, presentations ranged from digital 
planning, new esthetic techniques and 
prevention strategies to molecular strat-

egies and stem cell biology. Abstract pre-
sentations explored original scientific 
and clinical research, clinical innovations 
and case presentations that could help 
shape the future of implant dentistry. We 
had a record number of more than 250 
scientific posters as well. 

The new board of directors was also an-
nounced in Seattle. How does the AO enjoy 
such a seamless transition in leadership? 
Approaching its 30th year, the AO is for-
tunate to have organization leadership 
and leadership development that are 
very carefully managed. We are all very 
excited to announce that Dr. Joseph Gian-
Grasso, a periodontist from Philadelphia, 
was elected to serve as the 2014-2015 pres-
ident of AO. He will follow in the footsteps 
of a very successful president, Stephen 
Wheeler, DDS. Dr. Gian-Grasso — along 
with the rest of us — will remain commit-

Dr. Lyndon
Cooper
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Clem III
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Tell us what you think!

Do you have general comments or critique 
you would like to share? Is there a particular 
topic you would like to see featured in 
Implant Tribune? Let us know by e-mailing 
feedback@dentaltribune. com. We look 
forward to hearing from you! If you would 
like to make any change to your subscripti-
on (name, address or to opt out) please send 
us an e-mail at database@dental-tribune.com 
and be sure to include which publication 
you are referring to. Also, please note that 
subscription changes can take up to six 
weeks to process.

Corrections

Implant Tribune strives to maintain the 
utmost accuracy in its news and clinical 
reports. If you find a factual error or 
content that requires clarification, please  
report the details to Managing Editor  
Sierra Rendon at s.rendon@
dental-tribune .com.
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ted to establishing a nexus where special-
ists and generalists from around the world 
can come together to learn and stay up-to-
date on the rapidly advancing clinical re-
search and innovations in the dental im-
plant and tissue engineering industries. 

Dr. Clem 
Have you already started planning for AO 
2015? 
Yes, because it’s AO’s 30th anniversary, 
we’re all very excited about it. Mark the 
calendar now to join us in San Francisco 
from March 12-14, 2015, where we plan 
to focus on the power of collaboration to 
advance the art and science of dental im-
plant therapy. 

Can you give us a few glimpses at what’s in 
store for next year? 
The opening symposium will feature 
teams of doctors presenting on how they 

manage patients together for optimal re-
sults. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Dan-
iel Alam, MD, who was a member of the 
multi-disciplinary team of doctors and 
surgeons at Cleveland Clinic that, in 2008, 
performed the first near-total face trans-
plant in the United States. 

He will speak to the critical importance 
of different disciplines coming together 
to support a patient’s medical, surgical 
and emotional needs to make him or her 
feel whole again. 

AO also will take a look at what the acad-
emy has learned throughout its 30-year 
history and summarize current recom-
mendations to address the most challeng-
ing conditions in implant dentistry. AO 
has enlisted some of the foremost author-
ities in both surgical and restorative den-
tistry to share their knowledge and views 
to support this initiative. 

Keeping with AO tradition, we also want 
to ensure the closing symposium doesn’t 
disappoint. It will be an interactive ses-

sion where attendees can vote on keypads 
to give their opinion on various treatment 
options for presented cases. A panel of ex-
perts will also discuss and debate the op-
tions.

What are you most excited about for the 
meeting? 	
At the annual meeting, we are excited to 
build on AO’s past and chart the way for 
its future. This will be done via top-notch 
surgical and restorative tracks, as well as a 
“Morning with the Masters,” for which AO 
has put together an outstanding group of 
experts to a give attendees pearls that can 
be used in the office on Monday morn-
ing. Ultimately, patient safety and benefit 
must be based on sound evidence — that’s 
what the academy is all about and our an-
nual meetings are as well. 

To learn more about AO member-
ship, please visit www.osseo.org/NEW
membership.html. 



DENTSPLY
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AAID files suit challenging  how  
Texas recognizes dental specialties

The American Academy of Implant Den-
tistry (AAID) filed suit in Federal District 
Court in Austin, Texas, recently, challeng-
ing the constitutionality of a regulation 
promulgated by the Texas State Board 
of Dental Examiners that limits dentists 
from advertising to the public as “special-
ists.”

The flawed regulation delegates the 
authority to determine “specialties” and 
which dentists can call themselves “spe-
cialists” to the American Dental Asso-
ciation, a private trade association over 
which the Texas Board of Dental Examin-

ers has no control. Specialty recognition 
is entirely determined within the ADA 
through a political process carried out 
by competitor dentists, with no opportu-
nity for review or appeal by any licensed 

dentist in Texas. The offending regulation 
— Texas Administrative Code Sec. 108.54  
— is available online. 

The AAID was joined by three other or-
ganizations that issue bona fide creden-
tials and certifications in various areas 
of dentistry, such as implant dentistry, 
dental anesthesia, orofacial pain and oral 
medicine.  The plaintiff organizations are 
the American Academy of Implant Den-
tistry, the American Society of Dentist An-
esthesiologists, the American Academy of 
Oral Medicine and the American Acad-
emy of Orofacial Pain.  Five individual 

Texas licensed dentists are also plaintiffs 
in the lawsuit.

“This law violates several constitutional 
guarantees to Texas dentists, including 
the right to due process, equal protection 
under the law and the right to free speech. 
This regulation is similar to a Florida state 
statute that also deferred specialty rec-
ognition to the ADA, which was declared 
unconstitutional in 2009 (see DuCoin v.  
Viamonte Ros),” according to Frank Reck-
er, DDS, JD, attorney for the AAID.

Established in 1951, the AAID is the only 
dental implant organization that offers 
credentials recognized by state and fed-
eral courts as being bona fide.  Its mem-
bership, which exceeds 4,600, includes 
general dentists, oral surgeons, perio-
dontists and prosthodontists from across 
the United States and in more than 60  
other countries.  For more information 
about the AAID and its credentialed mem-
bers, please visit www.aaid.com or www.
aaid-implant.org, or call (312) 335-1550.

For more information about the lawsuit, 
please contact Dr. Frank Recker directly at 
recker@ddslaw.com or (800) 224-3529.

Academy  
recognizes Dr. 
David Vassos 
for ‘Lifetime 
Achievement’

David Vassos, DDS, of Edmonton, Al-
berta, Canada, will be honored for his 
achievements as an implant dentist at 
the American Academy of Implant Den-
tistry’s Western District meeting in San 
Francisco on April 11. 

The academy is celebrating Vassos’ long 
and distinguished career in implant den-
tistry, which includes being a founding 
member of the Canadian Society of Oral 
Implantology.

Vassos received his DDS from the Uni-
versity of Alberta in 1963. He has prac-
ticed implant dentistry for 46 years, 
having decided to commit his career to 
placing and restoring implants in 1968. 
He achieved the status of fellow of the 
AAID in 1985 and was elected an honored 
fellow by the academy in 1993. Vassos 
became a diplomate with the American 
Board of Oral Implantology/Implant 
Dentistry in 1990. He has a long history of 
leadership in the academy, having given 
lectures at multiple AAID meetings and 
having served on the admission and cre-
dentials board, as well as the membership 
and ethics committees.

For more information about the AAID 
and its credentialed members, please vis-
it the website at www.aaid.com or call the 
AAID at (312) 335-1550.                      
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Zimmer and NYU hold 5th 
Global Implantology Week
By Fred Michmershuizen,  
Dental Tribune

T
he fifth annual Global Implan-
tology Week was held March 
17-20. The educational offering, 
presented by Zimmer Dental 

and NYU College of Dentistry, gave at-
tendees from around the world the op-
portunity to learn from the experts at 
NYU, along with experts gathered from 
across the globe.

According to meeting organizers, the 
four-day, intermediate-to-advanced in-
teractive program offered presentations 
on various dental implant therapy topics 
and techniques in the surgical, restor-
ative and regenerative fields. 

The event was kicked off at the Grand 
Hyatt on Monday, March 17, with a full 
day of lectures, followed by a welcome 
reception and a Zimmer Dental product 
fair, showcasing Zimmer’s portfolio of 

surgical, restorative and regenerative 
products — including a special look at 
recently launched products. Demo prod-
ucts were available for attendees to touch 
and feel, with Zimmer product experts 
on hand to answer all product-related 
questions.

Educational presentations included the 
following: “Remodeling Instead of Mod-
eling in Implant Dentistry: Algorithms 
for the Long-Term Success,” presented 
by Dr. Georgios E. Romanos; “Changing 
the Landscape of Your Practice with Tra-
becular Metal Technology,” presented 
by Dr. Ryan Clagett; “Immediate Dento-
alveolar Restoration: Immediate-Loaded 
Implants in Compromised Alveolar Sock-
ets,” presented by Dr. José Carlos Martins 
da Rosa; “Overcoming the Challenges in 
the Resorbed Maxillae: A New Surgical 
Approach,” presented by Dr. Carlo Maria 
Soardi; “Restoring the Edentulous Arch: 

Dr. Jan-Frederik 
Güth presents 
‘The Clinical 
Benefits of 
CAD/CAM  
Dentistry: From 
Single Tooth to 
Full Arch  
Restoration’ 
during Global 
Implantology 
Week in New 
York City.

Photo/Fred 
Michmershuizen, 
Dental Tribune” See GLOBAL, page B6
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Lessons Learned with Screw-Retained 
Dentures and Angled Implants,” pre-
sented by Dr. Ali Kanawati; “The Restor-
atively Driven Surgical Practice: From 
Single Tooth to Full-Arch,” presented by 
Dr. Suheil Boutros; “The Art, the Science 
and the Business of the Integration of 
Technology into the Practice,” presented 
by Dr. Kanyon R. Keeney; “Modern Im-
plant Technology: How to Explain the 
Benefits to our Patients and Improve 
Clinical Outcomes,” presented by Dr. 
Lizbeth Colon; “The Clinical Benefits of 
CAD/CAM Dentistry: From Single Tooth 
to Full Arch Restoration,” presented by 
Dr. Jan-Frederik Güth; “Regenerative Op-
tions and Selections,” presented by Dr. 
Michael Sonick; “Techniques for Limited 
Tissue Volume: Ridge Augmentation and 
Short Implants,” presented by Dr. Eric J. 
Dierks; and “Peri-implantitis: Diagnosis, 
Treatment and Prognosis,” presented by 
Dr. Edgard El Chaar.

Meeting attendees also had the oppor-
tunity to visit Zimmer’s Simulated Pa-
tient Training Laboratory and manufac-
turing plant in Parsippany, N.J., to learn 
more about the company’s proprietary 
Trabecular Metal technology. 

The event concluded on Thursday, 
March 20, with a closing ceremony and 
presentation of certificates.

(Zimmer Dental contributed to this  
report.)

“ GLOBAL, Page B5

Straumann invests in MegaGen  
to gain foothold in Asia Pacific

By Dental Tribune International

G
lobal dental manufacturer 
Straumann announced recent-
ly that it has made a strategic 
investment in MegaGen, one of 

the fastest-growing dental implant com-
panies in Korea. Straumann purchased 
convertible bonds for a total of $30 mil-
lion, which can be converted into shares 

in 2016 to obtain a majority stake in the 
company.

In order to drive expansion in the im-
plant segment in the Asia Pacific region, 
Straumann is aiming at building a plat-
form for value brands in which MegaGen 
will have an important role as a strong 
partner based in Asia, said Marco Gadola, 
Straumann’s CEO. 

The Korean company stated that it will 
be investing the majority of the transac-

tion proceeds in the expansion of its do-
mestic and international implant busi-
ness and the worldwide promotion of its 
digital platform. 

MegaGen is a privately held company 
owned by about 150 shareholders, with 
the three founding shareholders holding 
38 percent of the shares. 

Based in Daegu and Seoul, the com-
pany offers a broad range of low-cost 
implant systems, digital dentistry solu-
tions, regenerative tools and products to 
support implant procedures. In 2013, the 
company generated global revenue of 
more than $30 million, of which almost 
two-thirds was generated in the Asia Pa-
cific region. 

The two companies will continue to 
operate separately as different brands, 
reflecting Straumann’s multi-brand 
strategy that was implemented already 
with the purchase of Brazilian manufac-
turer Neodent and CAD/CAM solutions 
provider Dental Wings. 

Straumann acquired a 30 percent stake 
in Dental Wings in 2011 and a 49 percent 
stake in Neodent in 2012.

‘... Straumann is aiming  
at building a platform 
for value brands in 
which MegaGen will 
have an important role 
as a strong partner 
based in Asia.’
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New ASTRA TECH Implant System EV 
offers ‘simplicity without compromise’
By DENTSPLY Implants Staff

D
ENTSPLY Implants introduces 
the next step in the continu-
ous EVolution of the ASTRA 
TECH Implant System. The 

ASTRA TECH Implant SystemTM EV is 
designed with a site-specific, crown-down 
approach based on the natural dentition 
for increased surgical simplicity and flex-
ibility and restorative ease — without 
compromising the unique ASTRA TECH 
Implant System BioManagement Com-
plex. 

The foundation of this evolutionary 
step is the unique ASTRA TECH Implant 
System BioManagement Complex, well-
documented for its long-term marginal 
bone maintenance and esthetic results 
provided by the combination of the key 
features: the OsseoSpeed surface, micro-
thread, conical seal design and connective 
contour. 

The main objective of the new system is 
to further improve system logic, robust-
ness and user friendliness. Simplicity 
without compromise has permeated the 
evolution of the ASTRA TECH Implant Sys-
tem EV. 

The new system is a result of the col-
laborative input and insights from dental 
professionals throughout the global den-
tal industry. Dr. Lyndon Cooper and Dr. 
Clark Stanford are clinician scientists with 
broad dental implant experiences that in-
clude recent clinical activities using the 
ASTRA TECH Implant System EV. With a 
select group of international peers, they 
have shared their perspectives acknowl-
edging these goals. 

“Clinicians should be encouraged to see 
that the industry continues to strive for 
improving patient care with dental im-
plants. The ASTRA TECH Implant System 
EV illustrates DENTSPLY Implants’ efforts 
in re-engineering and adherence to sound 
biologic principles,” said Cooper, Stallings 
distinguished professor of dentistry of the 
department of prosthodontics at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

“The ASTRA TECH Implant System EV 
is a continuing development of a dental 
implant system derived from a unique 
collaboration between clinicians, engi-
neers and biologists. It is grounded in the 
fundamental principles that have guided 
the system since its inception,” said Clark 
Stanford, associate dean for research, Cen-
tennial Fund professor, University of Iowa. 

At the Academy of Osseointegration 
Annual Meeting in Seattle, one-year data 
from an ongoing, prospective, multi- 
center study (five clinics, 120 patients) was 
presented. The ASTRA TECH Implant Sys-
tem EV was launched globally in March 
and will continue throughout the year. 

For more information and highlights 
of the new ASTRA TECH Implant System 
EV, please visit the campaign site at www.
jointheev.com.

About DENTSPLY Implants 
DENTSPLY Implants offers comprehen-
sive solutions for all phases of implant 

therapy, including ANKYLOS®, ASTRA 
TECH Implant System and XiVE® implant 
lines, digital technologies, such as AT-
LANTISTM patient-specific CAD/CAM so-
lutions and SIMPLANT® guided surgery, 
regenerative solutions and professional 
development programs. DENTSPLY Im-
plants creates value for dental profession-
als and allows for predictable and lasting 
implant treatment outcomes, resulting in 
enhanced quality of life for patients. 

About DENTSPLY International 
DENTSPLY International Inc. is a leading 
manufacturer and distributor of dental 
and other health-care products. For more 
than 110 years, DENTSPLY’s commitment 
to innovation and professional collabora-
tion has enhanced its portfolio of branded 
consumables and small equipment. Head-
quartered in the United States, the com-
pany has global operations with sales in 
more than 120 countries. 
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