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In response to recent news reports 
questioning whether scientific research 
supports oral health benefits associated 
with flossing, the American Dental As-
sociation is advising dental professionals 
and their patients that when it  comes to 
flossing, a lack of strong evidence doesn’t 
equate to a lack of effectiveness. The as-
sociation is advocating that dentists are 
in the best position to advise their pa-
tients on oral hygiene practices because 
they know their patients’ oral health sta-
tus and health history.

Extensive global news coverage fol-
lowed an Associated Press investiga-
tive report that addressed why flossing 
was no longer included in the latest U.S. 
Dietary Guidelines. Some accounts im-
plied the government had changed its 
stance on flossing. In response, the ADA 
noted that the change reflected the Di-
etary Guidelines Advisory Committee’s 
decision to focus on food and nutrient 
intake (i.e., added sugar) in the updated 

guidelines. According to the ADA, the 
guidelines have no bearing on the long-
standing recommendation from the Sur-
geon General, the CDC and other health 
agencies to clean between teeth daily. 
The U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services reaffirmed the importance 
of flossing in an Aug. 4 response to a clar-
ification request from the ADA, stating:

“Flossing is an important oral hygiene 
practice. Tooth decay and gum disease 
can develop when plaque is allowed to 
build up on teeth and along the gum line. 
Professional cleaning, tooth brushing 
and cleaning between teeth (flossing and 
the use of other tools such as interdental 
brushes) have been shown to disrupt and 
remove plaque. At HHS, NIH’s National 
Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Re-
search, CDC’s Division of Oral Health and 
Healthy People 2020 have additional in-
formation and resources about efforts to 

Flossing on 
front pages

In response to news coverage about the lack 
of scientific research on the benefits of daily 
flossing, the ADA is stressing the importance 
of interdental cleaners such as floss for oral 
health.  Photo/Provided by www.sxc.hu
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address and improve oral health.”
According to the ADA, interdental 

cleaners such as floss are an essential 
part of taking care of teeth and gums. 
Cleaning between teeth removes plaque 
that can lead to cavities or gum disease 
from the areas where a toothbrush can’t 
reach. Interdental cleaning is proven to 
help remove debris between teeth that 
can contribute to plaque buildup.

Individuals advised to consult with 
their dentists on flossing
The ADA reports that there are more than 
500 bacterial species in plaque; some are 
good and some are bad for oral hygiene. 
Together with food debris, water and oth-
er components, plaque buildup around 
the teeth and on the gum line will con-
tribute to disease in teeth and gums.

Whether individuals use floss or an-

other interdental cleaner is a personal 
preference, but it’s important to under-
stand,  according to the ADA, the proper 
technique for each tool so that it is effec-
tive. Patients are advised to talk to their 
dentists about how to use interdental 
cleaners to ensure efficacy.

The ADA continues to recommend 
brushing for two minutes twice a day 
with a fluoride toothpaste, cleaning be-
tween teeth once a day with an interden-
tal cleaner and regular dental visits as 
advised by the individual’s dentist.

The Health and Human Services state-
ment also acknowledged that while den-
tal floss — along with brushing teeth 
and using fluoridated water — was men-
tioned in past editions of the guidelines 
(in both 2005 and 2010), “it was most 
likely identified as a supporting recom-
mendation along with brushing teeth, 
with the primary emphasis being on the 
nutrition-based recommendation to re-

“ FLOSSING, page A1 duce added sugars.”
Brushing and flossing have never been 

an integral part of the dietary guidelines, 
which are designed primarily to provide 
evidence-based food and beverage rec-
ommendations for U.S. citizens.

The Health and Human Services state-
ment said, “Since neither the 2010 nor 
2015 Advisory Committees (for the 
guidelines) reviewed evidence on brush-
ing and flossing teeth, the authors of the 
current edition decided not to carry for-
ward the information on brushing and 
flossing included in past editions of the 
guidelines. By doing so, they were not 
implying that this is not an important 
oral hygiene practice.”

ADA-members practitioners can direct 
their patients to the ADA consumer web-
site www.MouthHealthy.org for more in-
formation about flossing.

(Source: American Dental Association)
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Office management 
leaders to meet Sept. 15–18

The American Association of Dental 
Office Management (AADOM) will wel-
come dentists, practice leaders and ad-
ministrators to the Boca Raton Resort 
& Club for three days of management-
based learning. The 12th annual session 
will be held Sept. 15–18 and will feature 
courses in leadership, medical bill-
ing, manager-doctor relationships and 
dental insurance. Donna Cutting, CSP, 
AADOM’s keynote speaker, will present 
“Red-Carpet Diem! Seize the Opportu-
nity for Customer Service.” Attendees 
will learn how providing world-class 
customer service creates an experi-
ence for patients that will keep them 
loyal to you and your practice.

Other sessions will touch on top-
ics such as medical billing, hygiene 
department productivity, treatment 

planning, leadership and dental insur-
ance. The roster includes well-known 
speakers such as Dr. David Rice, Rachel 
Wall, Christine Taxin, Anastasia Tur-
chetta, Dayna Johnson and Teresa Dun-
can. Software workshops to maximize 
production will be taught for users of 
both Eaglesoft and Dentrix software 
systems. The popular “Forum Live!” 
brings hundreds of dental practice ad-
ministrators and business managers 
together to exchange ideas and share 
best practices for diverse topics such 
as moving to a paperless office, com-
pliance and hiring/termination sce-
narios. These courses are approved for 
nine C.E. credits (including  toward the 
AADOM Fellowship Program). AADOM 
is an AGD-approved C.E. provider. 

AADOM will also announce the win-

Up to 800 
attendees and 
100 exhibiting 
companies are 
expected at 
AADOM’s 12th 
annual session, 
Sept. 15–18, at the 
Boca Raton 
Resort & Club in 
Boco Raton, Fla. 
You can learn 
more online at 
www.aadomcon 
ference.com. 
Photo/Provided by 
AADOM

EVENTS

ner of the 2016 Practice Manager of the 
Year, as well as induct the newest class 
of fellows into the AADOM Fellowship 
Program. AADOM is once again host-
ing the Dental Spouse Business Net-
work (DSBN) for dental spouses and life 

partners. 
For more details about the annual 

session and more information you can 
visit www.aadomconference.com.

(Source: AADOM) 

12th annual session will be held 
at the Boca Raton Resort & Club
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Crosstex acquires Accutron
Cantel Medical Corp. subsidiary, Crosstex, 

continues its market diversification and ex-
pansion with the acquisition of Accutron 
Inc., an industry-leading manufacturer of 
“conscious sedation” nitrous oxide delivery 
systems and nasal masks. 

Conscious sedation in dentistry is used to 
put the patient in a relaxed state during a 
dental procedure and is currently used in 
more than 50 percent of all dental practices 
and more than 90 percent of pediatric den-
tal practices. Conscious sedation is safe and 
effective, induces a relaxed state, decreases 
anxiety and physical movement, and may 
eliminate the need for local anesthesia in 
certain instances. This allows the practitio-
ner to deliver better patient care. All Accu-
tron products are FDA compliant, carry the 
CE Mark, are registered with Health Canada 
and manufactured in Accutron’s ISO 13485 
facility in Phoenix, Ariz.

“Conscious sedation and the safety and 
comfort of the patient have always been the 
focus of our company. From the very begin-
ning we strived to be the market leader and 
market innovator in conscious sedation 
technology” said Accutron vice president 
of sales & marketing Jonathan Blasdell. “We 
firmly believe that by coming together as 
one and combining the strengths of the 
Crosstex marketing network, Accutron’s 
technology and manufacturing capabili-

ties, and the continued utilization and pro-
fessionalism of the PSA sales team, we can 
increase the understanding and expand 
the use of conscious sedation in dentistry.”

Andrew Whitehead, senior vice president 
of business development, said, “Crosstex 
continues to diversify and expand its prod-
uct portfolio and the markets it serves — all 
directly related to improving and enhanc-
ing the patient experience as it relates to 
infection prevention, patient safety and 
comfort. In the past 18 months we have 
acquired and become the market leader in 
dental unit waterlines with the acquisitions 
of DentaPure and Liquid Ultra, entered the 
industrial market with the acquisition of 
the NAMSA sterility assurance products 
division, and have now entered the small-
equipment/conscious sedation market 
with the acquisition of Accutron.”

“With the strong support of our global 
distribution partners and our market-
ing/educational focus, we will elevate the 
awareness of conscious sedation as it relates 
to increased production for the dental prac-
titioner as well as improving the patient ex-
perience in terms of infection prevention, 
safety and comfort,” said Gary Steinberg, 
president and CEO, Crosstex. “The addition 
of Accutron and their employees compli-
ments our strategic vision. Their presence 
also strengthens our relationship within 

the dental community, both domestically 
and internationally, bringing increased 
awareness to our existing portfolio of in-
fection prevention, safety and compliance 
products.”

Crosstex manufactures a wide array 
of infection prevention and compliance 
products for the global health care indus-
try. Founded in 1953 and headquartered in 
Hauppauge, N.Y., Crosstex is a recognized 
leader in products used for waterline treat-
ment, biological monitoring, sterility as-
surance packaging and personal protection 
equipment. Sold in more than 100 coun-
tries, the products distributed to medical, 
dental and veterinary practices and facili-
ties include the award-winning (five con-
secutive years) Secure Fit technology face 
masks, DentaPure waterline treatment car-
tridges and Liquid Ultra, Sure-Check ster-
ilization pouches with internal/external 
multiparameter indicators, Tyvek pouches 
with 510K approval, SteamPlus Type 5 
chemical integrators, ConFirm and Pass-
port Plus in-office and mail-in biological 
indicators and Rapicide OPA/28 high level 
disinfectant.

For more on the full line of Crosstex 
infection-prevention, patient-safety and 
compliance products, contact Crosstex at 
(631) 582-6777 or visit www.crosstex.com.

Cantel Medical is a leading global com-

pany dedicated to delivering innovative 
infection prevention and control products 
and services for patients, caregivers, and 
other health care providers to improve out-
comes, enhance safety and help save lives. 

Cantel products include specialized 
medical device reprocessing systems for 
endoscopy and renal dialysis, advanced 
water purification equipment, sterilants, 
disinfectants and cleaners, sterility assur-
ance monitoring products for hospitals and 
dental clinics, disposable infection control 
products primarily for dental and GI endos-
copy markets, dialysate concentrates, hol-
low fiber membrane filtration and separa-
tion products, and specialty packaging for 
infectious and biological specimens. 

For more information, visit the Cantel 
website at www.cantelmedical.com.

This article contains forward-looking 
statements within the meaning of the Pri-
vate Securities Litigation Reform Act of 
1995. These statements involve a number of 
risks and uncertainties, including, without 
limitation, the risks detailed in Cantel’s fil-
ings and reports with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission. Such forward-looking 
statements are only predictions, and actual 
events or results may differ materially from 
those projected or anticipated.

(Source: Crosstex)
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Henry Schein Inc. has 
launched its 2016 Healthy 

Lifestyles, Healthy Com-
munities (HLHC) program, 
which expands access to 

health care, prevention and 
wellness for underserved 

communities by providing free 
medical and dental screen-

ings at community events 
throughout the country.

Created 10 years ago in 
partnership with the Na-

tional Association of Commu-
nity Health Centers (NACHC), 

the HLHC program expects 
to serve approximately 
8,700 children and their 
caregivers with free medi-

cal and oral health services 
at 14 health fairs through this 

fall. Each event is held in conjunction 
with a local community health center. 
HLHC is a flagship initiative of Henry 
Schein Cares, the company’s global cor-
porate social responsibility program.

The company supports each HLHC 
event with a $5,000 in-kind donation 
and a $5,000 cash grant from the Henry 
Schein Cares Foundation Inc., a 501 (c)(3) 
organization that works to expand access 
to care globally. 

Since HLHC’s inception, the company 
and the foundation have provided sup-
plies and financial assistance combined 
in support of nearly 95 health fairs. Ac-
cording to the NACHC, community 
health centers play a key role in the na-
tion’s health care system by providing 
continuous primary and preventive 
care, reducing the risk of new health care 
problems and saving the health care sys-
tem $24 billion per year.

HLHC is annually cosponsored by state 
and local community health organiza-
tions and supported by Henry Schein’s 
supplier partners. At each HLHC event, 
local physicians, nurses, dentists, and 
community volunteers screen for a 
range of health issues — including hy-
pertension, asthma, diabetes, obesity  
and poor oral health — and associated 
risk factors that commonly affect chil-
dren. In addition, each participant re-
ceives educational materials about ways 
to prevent and treat these problems, as 
well as assistance in finding a local com-
munity health center where they can ac-
cess care regularly.

“Community health centers play a vital 
role throughout the country, providing 
excellent care to people who would oth-

Henry Schein 
2016 program 
will improve 
kids’ access to 
health care

” ACCESS, page A8

ACP 
BOOTH
NO. 501

AAP 
BOOTH
NO. 901
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NO. 516

Now in its 10th year, initiative 

confirms vital role of community 

health centers and expands 

access to care for thousands of 

children and their caregivers
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For more than 100 years DENTSPLY In-
ternational has been supporting dentists 
worldwide in their profession. 

The company’s trusted and compre-
hensive range of anesthetics enables 
dentists and hygienists to start every 

Ensuring DENTSPLY 
Pharmaceuticals’ quality 
starts when collecting 
active molecules and 
continues through 
shipping and beyond.  
Photo/Provided by DENTSPLY 
International

Quality control starts at micro levels
procedure right. DENTSPLY Pharmaceu-
tical ensures quality at each step of the 
product’s journey — from collection of 
active molecules all the way through to 
when the packages arrive at your office. 

Each cartridge is twice sterilized with a 
sterilizing filter followed by an autoclave 
method. Cartridges are then visually in-
spected with an electronic laser for de-
fects and impurities, including but not 
limited to: cracks, foreign particles, color 
and density. Each cartridge is mylar-pack 
labeled to restrain the individual pieces 
in case of a break — thus avoiding any 
injuries. Each set of 10 cartridges is then 
blister packed to avoid breakage. Finally, 
each cartridge is color coded as per in-
dustry standard ADA system.

(Source: DENTSPLY Pharmaceutical)

“ ACCESS, page A7

erwise go without,” said Stanley M. Berg-
man, chairman and CEO of Henry Schein. 
“Community health centers, which pro-
mote high-quality, affordable health 
care, closely align with Henry Schein’s 
commitment to wellness, treatment, and 
disease prevention. We are pleased to 
join our supplier partners, Team Schein 
Member volunteers and local commu-
nity health center organization partners 
to ‘help health happen’ for thousands of 
children and their caregivers through 
our Healthy Lifestyles, Healthy Commu-
nities program.”

For more information about Henry 
Schein Inc, visit www.henryschein.com.

About the National Association of 
Community Health Centers
Founded in 1971, the National Asso-
ciation of Community Health Centers 
(NACHC) serves as the national health 
care advocacy organization for America’s 
medically underserved and uninsured 
and the community health centers that 
serve as their health care home.

NACHC works in conjunction with state 
and regional primary care associations, 
health center controlled networks and 
other public and private sector organiza-
tions to expand health care access to all 
in need.

(Source: Henry Schein Inc.)

A new composite cement “OT CEM” has 
been released by the Rhein83’s research 
laboratories. Designed for bonding at-
tachments directly in the mouth or in the 
laboratory, OT CEM is a self- and photo-
curing cement for permanent metal-to-
metal bonding of attachments in pros-
thetic implant solutions.

Radiopaque with a highly workable 
processing and curing time, OT CEM is 
recommended for cementing the recon-
structive concave sphere; the solid recon-
structive sphere; and the threaded sleeves 
for the threaded attachments OT CAP – 
OT EQUATOR.

The package includes a two-component 
syringe of 5 ml and 10 self-mixing tips. 

For more information you can contact 
American Recovery in New Rochelle, N.Y., 
by telephone at (914) 632-3800 or by email 
at info@american-recovery.com.

(Source: Rhein83)

OT CEM is a self- and 
photo-curing cement for 

permanent metal-to-metal bonding 
of attachments in prosthetic implant 

solutions.  Photo/Provided by Rhein83

Cement 
designed for 
dentist and 
technician

AAP 
BOOTH
NO. 620
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Continuing Education (PACE) program for 
each test they complete and pass.

Inclusive magazine is published by 
Glidewell Laboratories and President/CEO 
Jim Glidewell, CDT. Each issue of Inclusive 
seeks to highlight the many aspects of den-
tal implants from clinical and laboratory 
perspectives, featuring case studies, clini-
cal techniques, and practice management 
tools in both article and video format.

To view the Inclusive magazine digital 
edition from your desktop computer or 
favorite mobile device and to sign up for a 
free subscription to the print version, visit 
inclusivemagazine.com. For more informa-
tion about Inclusive magazine, call (800) 
521-0576 or e-mail inclusivemagazine@
glidewelldental.com.

(Source: Glidewell Laboratories)

Implant magazine has Q&As, clinical techniques, more
Glidewell Laboratories, an industry-

leading provider of dental products, 
implant solutions and lab services, has 
released the latest issue of Inclusive™ 
magazine, its multimedia publication on 
implant dentistry. The publication is avail-
able in print and across multiple digital 
platforms. The digital edition of the new is-
sue, Volume 7, Issue 2, as well as past issues 
of the quarterly magazine, can be viewed 
from all popular desktop, tablet and smart-
phone platforms at inclusivemagazine.com.

The featured Implant Q&A spotlights 
Dr. Stephen Chu, a prominent leader in the 
field of prosthodontics and adjunct clinical 
professor and former director of esthetic 
education at New York University College 
of Dentistry. Read the article and watch 
the exclusive video interview to hear Chu’s 
thoughts on a range of topics, including the 
path that led him to specialize in prosth-
odontics, the state of CAD/CAM dentistry 
and digital impression systems, the ben-
efits of immediate implant placement and 
provisionalization, and what implant doc-
tors can learn from dental technicians.

The new issue also features articles spot-
lighting the monolithic zirconia full-arch 
implant restoration, the latest prosthetic 
innovation to support the level of care prac-
titioners can provide edentulous patients. 
In the article, Dr. Daniel Galindo explores 
how this treatment option helps overcome 
challenges related to bruxism and other 

parafunctional activities. Dr. Siamak 
Abai’s article outlines the all-CAD restor-
ative protocol through which full-arch 
BruxZir® prostheses can now be produced, 
eliminating the need for a wax setup and 
improving communications with the lab. 

Dr. Vladamir Jovic’s article explains how 
edentulous implant patients can benefit 
from the use of an occlusal guard.

Intraoral scanners can help doctors 
streamline the restorative phase of treat-
ment, reduce dental lab fees and provide 
patients with a precisely fitting restoration 
in less time. A collaborative article by Drs. 
Abai, Timothy Kosinski and Paresh Patel il-
lustrates this process with three different 
scanners, achieving predictable, highly ac-
curate results in each instance.

The latest issue includes two Q&As that 
highlight the opportunities implant thera-
py offers the modern dental practice. One 
features Dr. David Hochberg, who recounts 
his experience learning to place implants 
more than 30 years ago and emphasizes 
the much-improved resources available to 
today’s practitioners. In the first of a three-
part series, practice management consul-
tant Dr. David Schwab describes strategies 
for enhancing communications with pa-
tients and increasing case acceptance.

Other articles feature an assortment of 
clinical techniques and treatment proto-
cols. Implant pioneer Dr. Jack Hahn shares a 
clinical tip in which the “book” approach is 

used to access and graft a facial bone defect 
adjacent to an anterior extraction site. 

An article by Dr. Raymond Choi illus-
trates how small-diameter implants are an 
excellent treatment option for edentulous 
patients who cannot receive conventional-
sized implants due to financial, anatomical 
or medical reasons. Dr. Ara Nazarian’s lat-
est article demonstrates how a cementable 
full-arch BruxZir restoration over custom 
abutments offers a solution for cases in 
which bone anatomy precludes a screw-
retained prosthesis.

After reading the articles, viewing the 
case photos and watching the videos, read-
ers have the opportunity to take free in-
teractive C.E. tests through the Glidewell 
Education Center. Participants can earn 
free C.E. credits through the Academy of 
General Dentistry Program Approval for 

Glidewell 
Laboratories’ 
magazine 
‘Inclusive’ is 
available in print 
and on multiple 
digital platforms.  
Photo/Provided by 
Glidewell 
Laboratories
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